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Israeli warplanes attack guerrilla 
hideouts in south Lebanon 


BEtRUT fAP) — Israeli warplanes fired rockets at 
suspected resistance hideouts in three air raids Mon- 
day around the wooded hills of Ein AI Tineh in south 
l^baoon, security officials said. The air attacks 
speared to be prooipted by the claim of the Shiite 
'Muslim militia HizbpUah that its guerrillas ambushed 
-Issaeli commandos advancing in the area, “scoring 
direct hits and inflicting casualties." Ein Al Tineh is 
three kilometres fibm the Israeli-occupied zone in 
south Lebanon set up. in 1985 to protect northern 
Israel from guerrilla attacks. Alon g with Monday's 
first raid by two jeK at 3:30 p.ra, local time, Israeli 
gibers fired 25 artillery shells on the target^ area, 
sud the Lebanese securi^ officials, spea^g on the 
customary condition of anonymity. 
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Israeli suspect in killing of 
Palestinian turns himself in 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — .An Israeli suspect in the killing of 
a Palestinian farmer surrendered to police Monday. 
Securit)' force.*? had been searching for a week Gur 
Hamel, who is believed to have bludgeoned to death 
Palestinian Mohammad Zalout as the farmer worked in 
his West Bank oli\e grove on Ocl 26. Zalout s body 
was found near the Jewish settlement of Itamar. Israeli 
radio repons quoted Itamar senlers as saying that 
Hamel was an extremist whose request to live in Ita- 
mar was turned down. On Monday morning, Hamel 
surrendered to police at the Kfor Saba station in central 
Israel. Legislator Benny Eion from the ultra-national- 
ist Moledet Party .sen’ed as a mediator between Hamel 
and the police. Police spokeswoman Linda Menuchin 
said Hamel was taken for questioning. 
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Jordan does not prohibit criticism 
of Wye accord, but would not tolerate 


inciting violence, terrorism — Judeh 


‘Spill 


By fVancesca Ciriaci 
mid Alia A. Tbokan 


cr. 
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AMMAN — In response to 
allegations that Jor^ is 
silencing opposition to the 
recent Palestinian-Israeli 
Plantation peace deal, 
the ^vemment on Monday 
said it has not prohibited 
Hamas or other groups from 
criticising the accord. But it 
reiterated that it would not 
tolerate statements inciting 
violence or mirorism 


■i " • 
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against any party. 

“^Tiat we. are talking 
about is using Jordan as a 
1:^ to ipate statements 
tiuu incite acts (oQ terror- 
ism.'’ Minister of Informa- 
tion Nasser Judeb said in a 
regular press briefing. 

Judeh’s'siatements came a 
day after a rally, organised 
by tbe Muslim Brother- 
hood. slammed the Wye 
peace ded as a ‘'seU-out’* of 
tbe P^estinians, and 


accused the government of 
silencing opposition to the 
accord. 

Stressing that Hamas has 
no base or leadership in Jor- 
dan and that the movement 
was not ordered to halt crit- 
icism of the peace deal, 
Judeh said that Sunday's 
rally was within the con- 
fines of freedom of speech. 

'There is no leader^p of 
Hamas in Jordan. Th^aie 
Jordanian citizens who are 
ideologically or politically 
affiliated with Hamas or 
others,** said Judeh. adding 
that criticism and freedom 
of speech are .welcomed and 
respected by tbe govern- 
ment. 

But at Sunday's rally, 
attended by over- 800 sup- 
poners, the Brotherhood's 
overall leader Abdul 
Majeed Thneibat, insist^ 
that 'the deal forces all 
Arab countries to silence 
the Islamic debate...and to 


eliminate whatever is left of 
Palestinian resistance." 

Speaking at the rally, 
Hamas spokesperson 
Ibr ahim Ghosheh pledged 
that the movement will keep 
its promise made to God to 
fight the Zionist enemy "no 
matter how many difficul- 
ties we will face or how 
many of our people will be 
arrested." 

Earlier this week, the gov- 
ernment warned Hamas 
leaders in Amman a gains t 
issuing statements inciting 
violence or obstructing the 
peace deal, which calls for a 
gradual Israeli troop with- 
drawal from 13.1 per cent of 
tbe West Bank, in return for 
frill Palestinian security 
concessions including a 
crackdown on Hamas. 

The government warning 
came in the wake of Thurs- 
day’s bomb attack on an 
Israeli school bus in the 
Gaza Strip, claimed by the 


Islamic resistance move- 
ment, and a string of state- 
ments made last week by 
Hamas' politburo chief 
Kbaled Misha'al in 
A mman, condemning the 
peace deal and vowing rhar 
Hamas will continue to 
wage war against the Jewish 
state. 

The Islamic-led opposi- 
tion. including the Brother- 
hood's political arm. the 
Islamic Action FronL has 
rejected the Ocl 23 peace 
deal as “a threat not only to 
the PalesiiniaD people, but 
also to Jordan and all Arab 
countries.” 

Warning the government 
against w'hat they described 
as the shackling of freedom 
of speech, the Brotherhood 
urged bo± the PNA and 
Hamas to avoid a civil war, 
linin g oil “ail Palestinians 
to stand united as one nation 
before the Zionist thieaL” 

Leftists. Islamists, and 


some former officials have 
warned that by further 
straining already troubled 
PNA-Hamas relations, the 
agreement could lead 
to a civil war in Palestine. 

Following the signing of 
the agreement the PNA has 
jailed tens of suspect Hamas 
militan ts, put the move- 
ment’s spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin under 
house arresL and is now 
reported to be hunting a top 
military leai^. 

Ghosheh told the rally, 
also attended by profession- 
al union leaders, heads of 
opposition parties, and pop- 
ular opposition frgures. that 
the movement will fight 
“acainst Israel, and onlv 
Is^l.” 

Ghosheh added that 
around 1.000 Hamas mem- 
bers have been arrested in 
the past few days by Pales- 
tinian police in the Gaza 
Strip. 
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U.S. weighs options in response to iraq 

Iraq/ National Assembly seeks Arab support 
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_ ^,D;S. PRESIDENT Bib Clin- 

■ tra warned Monday that 
Baghdad's decision to bar 

e.\perts from all 
weapons sites wall backfire 
agains t Iraqi President Sad- 
(famHussein, who could face 
milnary action. 

'^Saddam Hussein's latest 
refusal to cooperate with tbe 
izneniationa) weapons 
■j!'_insp^ors is complrtely 
unacc^Aable.'’ Clinton said 
during a White House cere- 
mony. 

Clinton met with 
his securiiv' team for a second 
day to review' developments 
friObwing Iraq's annouoce- 
. pirat Saturday that it would 
; -• hair arms in^iectors fiom tbe 
. . - ! UN. Special Comniission 
• : JUNSCOM; al aD sites. 

' - The pmsident said his advi- 

sens discussed ne.\t steps 
. fvdealzDg witi\ tbe crisis and 
• agr^ that until tbe 

■ • - amis experts are "hack on tbe 
‘'Z. jt*. no options are off tbe 

. 1. tdite.'' 


■ns 

court 


.The U.N. Security Council 
. fte demanded Iraq reverse 


•;^-*^bBnecfiaiely 

its 


and uncondi- 
decision and 


Clintm noted ihai Baghdad's 
move had galvanised inteina- 
Donal support for a firm 
stand. 

“Once agam." Clinton said. 
Tt will b^kfire." 

“Far from -dividing the 
international community and 
achieving accessions, his 
obstruction .. has only served 
to deepen the international 
community's resolve.” 

Clinton is sending Defence 
Secretary William Cohen, 
who cut short an Asian tour to 
cope with the crisis, abroad to 
consult with U.S. allies. 
White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said. 

In Baghdad, the pariiament 
on M(cday ex^x^sed su p- 
port for l^'s tveak with 
LINSCOM. The 250-member 
National .Assembly 

announced at an emeigeocy 
session that it “forcefully 
backed the Iraqi leadership's 
decision to end all coopera- 
tion with UNSCOM and its 
chief and halt its activities in 
Iraq.'’ 

MPs also called on other 
Arab parliaments to support 
Iraq's position “in the face of 
tbe genocidal policies of tie 
American administranoo," 


referring to Washington’s 
hard lirc against a lifting of 
U.N. sanctions. 

But Britain threatened Pres- 
ident Saddam with military, 
action if he refused to back 
down on Saturday's decision 
to break with the UNSCOM 
on disarmament until it is 
restructured and its chief 
Richard Butler sacked. 

'If tbe use of force is neces- 
saiy, tiien that's tbe course 
which should be taken." a 
Downing Street spokesman 
said as Prime Minister Tony 
Blair met officials to discu^ 
Iraq’s move. 

Defence Secretaiv’ George 
Robertson said the interna- 
tional force pvt together at tbe 
rime of the last confrontation 
with Saddam in early 1998 
when be expelled U.S. arms 
inspectors remained in place. 

“He must ob^’ the will of 
the international community 
and the UN. or face the con- 
sequences." Redjenson said. 
“If be seems hell-bent on 
confnxitatioa with the UN., 
the ioteroanonal community 
wiU stand up to him in the 
same way as it (fid tb^" 


Jordan urges restraint 

By Tareq Ayyoub 


(Continued on page 3) 


AMMAN — The government on Monday urged Iraq and 
the U.S. not to escalate their dispute over the United Nations 
Sp)ecial Commission (UNSCOM) activities in Iraq following 
Baghdad's decision to suspend cooperation v^ith UN. 
inspectors. 

Speaking to reporters az his weekly news briefing. Minis- 
ter of Information Nasser Judeh c^ed for an to tbe 
eight-year-old sanctions imposed on Iraq foUowiug its 1990 
invasion ofl^waiL 

Judeb urged Bagdad and Washington to resort to 'Yeason 
and logic” to settle their (fifferences over tbe U.N. inspection 
of Iraq's mass destructiem weapons. 

Judeh’s statement came two days after Iraq said it will not 
cooperate with U.N. teams in Baghdad and called for the 
replacement of UNSCOM's Chairman Richard Butler. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Miiusier Tareq Aziz said on Sunday 
that I]^'s decision was “irreversible" even if it lead to mili- 
tary coti^Qtation with the U.S. 

The U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen cut shon an 
Asian tour and headed back to Washington for discussion on 
the situatioiL Cohen said tiiat tire U.S. has all options. 
inclu(fing military strikes, open to deal with the new devel- 
opmenL 

“We hope that there wrill be no escalation from both sides 
and we hope tiiat ibev' will be committed to international 
legitimacy to get out of the dark tunirel*' Judeh said. 

''We hope £ai the suffering of the Iraqi people 'in all its 
fonns be ended," the minister said The Iraqi people has 
suffered a great deal and it is time to end al) thi^" the minis- 
iersaid 



HRH Crovim Prince Hassan, the Regent, welcomes Danish Foreign Minister Niels 
H^vig Peterssen on his arrival at the Royal Court on Monday (Reuters photo) 


At meetings with Danish. Spanish ministers: 


Regent underlines need to 
enhance Euro-Jordanian ties 


AMMAN tPetra) — Jordan- 
ian-European relations, the 
European role in the Middle 
East and the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process 
were the main i.ssues that 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the RegenL discussed Mon- 
day at meetings with Danish 
Foreign Minister Niels 
Hehig Petersseu and Span- 
ish N^ster of State for For- 
eign Affairs and the Euav 
pean Union Affairs Ramon 
de Miguel. 

The Regent reaffirmed the 
necessity of developing Jor- 
danian-European ties, espe- 
cially the Jordanian-Euro- 
pean Association in the eco- 
nomic. cultural and political 
fields. 

The Regent discussed with 
the Danish and Spanish min- 
isters means for promoting 
and strengthening cixipera- 
rion between Jordan on the 
one hand and Denmaik and 
Spain on xhe other particu- 
larly in the economic fields. 

During the meeting. Prince 
Hassan underlined the 
importance of the European 
role in the peace process as 
complementing to the U.S. 
role. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for pooling efforts of 
all sides for the of giving 

impetus to the achievement 
of a jusL comprehensive and 
lasting peace guaranteeing oil 
parties' rights. 

Referring to the Polestin- 


iun-lsraeli agreement 
rexhed.ot Wye Rtiver last 
week, the Regent said that 
the accord constituted a posi- 
tive step which requires con- 
tinued backing and commit- 
ment for its imp!?TieiU'.iion. 

The two ministers voiced 
tlieir countries' appreciation 
of the role that was played by 
His Majestv' King Hussein in 
helping the concerned par- 
lies to reach the agreement 
and Jordan's role in building 
peace and stabilitv' in the 
region. 

The Dani.«5h minister con- 
veyed to the Regent greetings 
from Queen Morgareibe and 
the Danish prime minister to 
the King and the Regent 
expressing wishes for the 
King's speedy recovery'. 

The Sp^sh minister con- 
v'eyed King Juan Carlos' 
wishes to the Kins and the 
Regent. 

The Regent hosted a lunch 
in honour of the two Euro- 
pean ministers and Uieir dele- 
gations attended by Printe 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
Speaker of the Senate Zeid 
Rifai and other offidals. 

Tarawneh also met the 
Danish minister and dis- 
cussed wiili him bilateral ties 
and the Middle East issue 
and die recent accord in 
Washington between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. 

FoUo\v'ing the meeting the 
Danish minister said that 
Donish-Jordanian relations 


will witness ftuiher improve- 
ment' in the near future 
adding that he tv ill report to 
his European colleagues on 
the outcome of his Nliddle 
East visit and the impt^nom 
n?!e Jordu.n -is piuvinc 
towards the establi.'-hniem of 
peace and security in die 
region. 

Earlier the Danish foreign 
minister met his Jordan!^ 
counterpart .Abdul Uah .Al 
Khatib and review ed the role 
played by the United .N:uions 
Refief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) and Denmark’s 
contribudons along with the 
other donor nations to the 


agency. 

The two sides review'ed 
Jordan’s services to the 
Palestinian refusee.s stressing 
the need for LNRWA to pur- 
sue its role until a solution is 
found to the Palestinian 
refugee problem gua.raniee- 
ing their legitimate rights. 
They also voiced their sup- 
port for the agency and its 
vital role. 

Khatib and Peterssen 
voiced hacking for the Wye 
River accord and stressed the 
Importance of its implemen- 
tation in accordance w ith the 
timetable provided in that 
accord. 

The Danish minister left 
Amman later Monday for a 
visit to the Palestine self-rule 
areas after winding up hi<; 
two-day vi.sli to the King- 
dom. 


Israel delays application of peace deal; Arafat hands over terror plan 





Authority 

is protected by bodyguards as 
Jit TNitb fcraefi border poKce on 

tried to carter the to Al AiMirf buddi^ 

^'biARtbeast Jerusalem (see page 12 story) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel dealt amxher 
blow to the W^'e River pe^ 
on Monday by dday’ing 
its imp lementation at least 10 
days, while die Palestinians 
fulfilled a key ccxididon of tiie 
accord. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu telephoned Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
to explain the decision and the 
Palestinian leader agreed to tbe 
delay, to give the Israeli parliar 
ment time to ratify the deal 
senior Arafat achisor Ahmad 
Ijbisaid. 

"Aia&i agreed to bold up tiie 
implementation a few days as 
long as the Israeli-govemment 
committed itself not to delay it 
longer.” Tibi srid. 

tfaefr part tbe Palestinians 
said th^ w’ere detezmined to 
stick to their side of the 
timetable de^te the Israeli 
postponemenL 

“VS^ will slide to our side of 
the agreemeiit completely 
because we are not willing to 
give tbe Israelis an excuse not 
to iwf^&Dsis the agreezzieQC," 


a Palestinian official told AFP. 

And U.S. Suue Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
in \^^shington that a Palestin- 
ian ooumer-ieiTOEism plan had 
been transmitted to U5. offi- 
cials accoitfing to tbe timetable 
in the Wye River acoxd. 

'The plan is ready and we 
discussed it with tiie Ameri- 
cans and the Israelis,” Arafat 
said after a meeting in Ramal- 
lah with Danish F^ign Min- 
ister Niels Helveg Pet^sen. 

The Wy»e Rher agreement, 
which leqinies Israel to cede 
more Wbsi Bank land and take 
other steps to expand Palestin- 
ian autoncxny in exchange for 
anti-teinx: actions, was signed 
in Washington on October 23 
anri hflH du e 10 raT»» effect 
Monday. 

In a radio interview. 
Netanyahu said .Atiom^' Gen- 
eral Eliyakim Rubinstein ruled 
that the agreement was not 
valid wRhout ratification by 
both the calfinet and tbe Knes- 
set which is scheduled to 
debate the deal Nov. 1 1 and 1 2. 
am homing to find a way 


not to postpone the original 
timetable and to stick to it as 
soon as possible," Netanyahu 
said. 

Netanyahu had alreacl)' 
delayed a cabinet vcne on the 
agreement from last week until 
Tuesday to be sure the Pales- 
tinians wxMild faCHiour a com- 
mitment to submit a ctxmter- 
teiTorism plan to tbe United 
States by Monday. 

.Arafat drained his cabinet's 
approval of Wye River on Fri- 
day and his police have in 
recent days attested hundreds 
of militants from the tnais anti- 
Israel militant group, Hamas, 
in a crackdown required by tbe 
accord 

Since it w'as signed, tbe deal 
has suffered a series of blows, 
including two deadly attacks 
on Jewish settlers by Hamas 
and other militants opposed to 
peace witii Israel. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Laizy Schwartz e,xpre$sed dis- 
tq^intment with the Israeli 
delay, saving the U.S. position 
had been tii^ “the ponies are 
c^ged to implement the Wye 


River memorandum beginning 
(oday." 

In private, other U.S. offi- 
cials were more candid, noting 
that Netanyahu could hav'e fac- 
tored the need for ratification 
in the agreement when it wa.s 
negotiated <x obtained tbe nec- 
essary approval during the 10- 
day hiaias between the 
accord's signature and sched- 
uled application. 

“He had plenty of time to do 
this last week, but didn’L” said 
one official who asked not to 
be named. 

The official added, however, 
that under the terms of the 
accccd, Israel's- first concrete 
obligation — to begin uansfer- 
ring an additional 13 per cent 
of the West Bank to Palestinian 
control — is not due until the 
end of next week and so will 
not necessarily be affected by 
the delay. 

"As of today, they are only 
required to participate in meet- 
ings and our understanding is 
that those are coniinuinQ," he 
said. 


‘Jordan’s ties with 


Syria on the mend’ 


By a Staff Reporter 


.AMMAN — Jordan indical- 
ed that fractured relations 
with neighbouring Syria are 
on the mend. aJthough 
Eg}'pt's role in dousing a 
fiery war of words that began 
in earlv October remains 


vague. 

Minister of Information 
Nasser Judeh vesterday 
responded to a question as to 
whether or not Egvpt had 
stepped in lo calm tensions 
between Amman and Dam- 
ascus by saying that recent 
statements by Egvprian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak had 
been “veiy clear.” 

Follow'-ing a visit to Eev'pt 
by Syrian President Hafez Al 
Saturday to discuss the 
Middle East peace process. 
Mubarak told journalists that 
“fEgvpi] is talking to Syria 
and Jordan os brothers, and 
(Eg) pi] hopes that tlieir dif- 
ferences can be reconciled. 


Their differences are lew a.nd 
the two countries ore solv ing 
their problems among them- 
selves." 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
.Amr Musa lost vveek v ished 
.Amman, ofiering Egyptian 
diplomacv to defrise r.rnsions 
between JonJan and Sv'ria 
and improve “the general 
.Arab atmosphere." 

“[Jordan] w'ill spare no 
effort to improve matters 
. [with Syria]." Judeh told 
joumaUsLs during a weekly 
pres.s briefing. "Relations 
should be lesiored. as they 
oughr to be between neigh- 
bouring countries. Bui we 
would like to see a lessening 
of the media campaign." 

Syria, on the verge of a mil- 
itary- clash w-ith Tuiis-v- in 
early October, prov-oked 
Amman with accusations 
made by Sv-rian Defence 
Minister Mustafa Tiasv Lhai 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Settlers to get 50% 
funding increase in 
budget — Peace Now 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's draft 1999 txidget 
contains provisions for 20 
per cent rise in funding to 
Jewish settlers in the occu- 
pied territories, the anti- 
settlernent movement 
Peace Now said Monday. 

‘'1 am appalled by the 
new' outrageous allocation 
of funds in the proposed 
government budget to the 
most extreme settlers who 
reject any peace agreement 
with the Palestinians," 
Peace Now Director Mossi 
Raz said. 

Peace Now calculated 
that the total budget allo- 
cated by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
government to settlers is 
1.5 billion shekels (about 
S350 million). “It is 
shameftil and we cannot 
allow the 1999 budget to 
pass through the Kj^sset 


[Israeli parliament]." Raz 
told AFP. 

The Knesset was sched- 
uled Co vote late Monday 
on the first reading of the 
Imdget. Three readings ore 
sch^uled before the bud- 
get comes into force, with 
a final vote expect^ in 
December. 

Raz said he had protested 
to Netanyahu in a letter 
which also outlined a 318 
. per cent increase in by- 
;'pas5 road funding to $8 
, million and allocation of 
agriculture ministry funds 
to projects that appeared to 
have little to do with farm- 
ing. 

“The ministry of agricul- 
ture has allocated funds for 
the construction of a new 
yeshiva [Jewish religious 
school for men] in a settle- 
ment near Hebron, a swim- 
ming pool in another set- 


tlement a belt midrash 
[school for Jewish studies] 
in another,” the letter said. 

It also said a 100 per cent 
ftmding increase was 

plann^ for private finns to 
provide security for set- 
tlers in A^ east 

Jerusalem. 

Raz said the settler funds 
could be used to subsidise 
the education of 150.000 
students who are striking 
for a reduction in universi- 
ty fees. 

AH Israeli higher educa- 
tion iosUtudons have been 
closed since smdents 
launched highly visible 
protests over higher educa- 
don fees two weeks ago. 
Dozens of students were 
arrested early Monday for 
disrupting public order. 

The prime minister's 
office declined to comment 
on Peace Now's letter. 



TURKISH COMEDIAN TO GO ON HUNGER STRIKE: 'nirfcish impersonator and ^tirist L^ent Kirca (^) and 
a fellow actress Oya Basar (R) are raised on shoulders by fans Monday following Kirca’s vidt to the parliamen- 
tary speaker in Ankara. Comedian Kirca said he would go on a honger strike on Thesday in protest at a TV 
watchdog's 'censorship* of a chann el that broadcast an episode of his show. Kirca’s stand again.st the powerful 
High Council of Radio and Television has won support from the pnblic and from within the broa dcastin g indns- 
try (Renters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egyptian police kill two suq)ected Idamists 

MINY^ (AFP) — Police killed two su^iected members of the 
outlawed Gamaa Islamiya group in a faid on a hideout in souih- 
exn Egypt on Monday, in the fira such incident since July, police 
S3a± Tbe pair were killed in a clash in the Mallawi region of 
Mn^ ptovioce. when secudty fbcoes stooned a hideout where 
suspected Islamists were belief to be boled they said Two 
poUcemen were wounded in foe foootoia. pdice said It was the 
first clash between secuii^ forces and Islamists in Egypt since 
July. 

State cS emeigtticy in west Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Resident Omar Bashir has declared a 
stale of emergency in three states in western and central Sudan in 
a bid to curb aim^ n^^sery, a presidential adviser said Monday. 
Abdul Bask Sabdarat, Bashif’s adviser for 1^ and political 
affrits, told the SUNA news agency that die president deoeed foe 
state of emergency on Monday covering the stales of Kordol^ 
and Northern and Southern Darfur He foe decree would be 
introdi^ to the national assembly for debate on *I\iesday. 

^Kbatami to visit Finance in F^ni^ 

PARIS (AP) — Iranian Resident Mohammad Khatami is to visit 
Frarce in February, his first official trip to a Euzupean country, 
Iran’s ambassador was quoted Monday as spying in an interview 
with foe newsp^ier Le Monde. Khatami places ^pedal inqxir- 
tanoe on Iran's relations with Riris, and has put invitations tom 
ofoerEuiopean naticTis on bold until he first visits FtarK«,Arnbas- 
sadof Afi Reza Moayeri was quoted by Le Monde as sayiiig. No 
exact dale for the visit was provided by foe'daily. 


Mubarak says Syria ready for talks with Israel 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosoi Mubarak 
said on Sunday Israel needs 
to create foe right atmos- 
phere before peace talks with 
Syria can resume. 

“Syria is ready to resume 
peace talks with Israel fiom 
foe point where they left off." 
Mubarak said in televosed 
remarks after talks with visit- 
ing Syrian President Hafez 
As^ in foe Red Sea resort 


of Sharm A1 Sheikh. 

‘The Syrians no longer 
have trust in foe Isiaetis." 
Mubarak said. ‘The issue is 
Chat there is no confidence. It 
is impottanc that Isr^l cre- 
ates foe right amu»pbete so 
that they can trust Israeli 
actions. Otherwise things 
would be difficult" 

Mubarak, whose country 
was the first Arab state to 
sign a peace agreement wfth 


Israel in 1979, said Israeli 
Rime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu had rejected 
Syria's offer to resume nego- 
tiations from where they left 
off. 

The peace talks between 
Israel and Syria, which 
opened in Madrid in 1991, 
broke off in early 1996 with- 
out progress on foe fate of foe 
Golan Heights, occupied by 
laael in 1967. 


“The current [Israelii 
prime minist er asserts foat 
talks should sum from foe 
be ginning which is point 
zero. This is what Syria nims 
down." Egyptian TV said 
talks between Mubarak and 
Assad covered Middle East 
peace efforts, Syrian-Tuikish 
relations and bilateral ties. 

Assad left for Damascus 
without talking to reporters. 
It was Assad's third trip to 


Egypt this year. 

Assad Mubarak last 
met in Damascus in early 
October, when Mubarak 
tnediated in a row between 
Syria and Turkey over 
Ankara's allegations that 
Syria supported Kurdish 
rebels seeking self-rule in 
southeast Turkey. Syria 
denied foe charge. 

’Hukey and Syria said later 
that they resolv^ foe row. 


Palestinians strike to protest Wye River deal 


SIDON (AP) — I^lestiiuans 
burned Israeli and Ameckan 
flags at Lebanon's largest 
refugee camp Monday to 
protest the U.S.-brotered peace 
aoxird wifo LsraeL 

Carrying f^lestinian flags 
and (hariting anti-IstaeU slo- 
gans, they marched m the teem- 
ing lefu^ camp of Ain A1 
Hilvveh on foe outsknts of foe 
port of Sidon in southern 
Ld»noa. 

They set fire to car tyres at 


ing. “No TO Aiafot, No to out Palestinian refugees in 
Netan>^u and No to Ld)anon are fearful Arafot’s 

PlanlaticaagreemenL" . . . , .peace will .not, lead, to their 

The Wye Plantation accxxd tetum fo their old yilla^, 
was rigned in C)ct ^ by Ap&i, . many DOW in 
and laaeli Prime Miiuster '''WRilestiiuan^a^ 

ly- 


one of foe entrances to foe 
camp, home to 70,000 people 
and the largest of Lebamra's 13 
refugee camps. 

Sc^ls. shops and business- 
es at foe camp were closed 
briefly to observe a strike caUed 
by a coafition (rf radical Pales- 
tinian factions. A statement 
finxn foe groups said the actioD 
was meant coatemn foe 
Wye Raniakx! a^eement" 
signed in Washington. 

The coalition is made up of 


factions such as foe Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
I^iestioe and foe Democratic 
Front fiX foe Liberation of 
Palestine, which oppose Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat's 
1993 peace accords wifo Israel 
Suppratnrs of Arafrt's main- 
stream Patch f^on at Ain A1 
Hilweh did not join foe strike. 

hi foe Lebanese capaial 
Beirut, about 200 Palestinians 
marched at the Shadla refugee 
camp, canying pamphlets say- 


Benyamin Netanyahu. It calls 
fat an Israeli widxltawal firom 
an additional 13 per cent foe 
Bank in exchange for a 
l^lestiniaa security ctadofowa 
00 Islamists. 


Similar protests against foe 
acci^ were held at 


Many Arabs and Palestinians 
have criticised foe deal as a sell- 


refugee camps m norfoem and 
eastern regions of Lebanoa 
There are some 350,000 Pales- 
tinians living in foe country's 
13 refugee camps. 


Eleven 
dead in 
Algerian 
violence 

ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Eleven people, mainly 
armed Islamists but also 
dvilians, lost their lives in 
weekend violence in Alge- 
ria, press reports said Mon- 
day. 

Hgbt anned Islamists 
ui^ knied in two opera- 
tions by security forces in 
the nordi-westem town of 
Sidi Bel Abbes, L'Authen- 
dque reported, witiwut say- 
ing when the operations 
took place. 

Four of them, wearing 
Afghan dress, were killed 
at a farm on the outskirts of 
the town where they had 
gone to look for cloftes so 
foat they could enter the 
town, unrecognised. 

Security forces, on a tip- 
off by foe owner, killed 
them after a brief clash. 

Four other Islamists were 
killed in a second clash. 
L'Authentique reported, 

A farmer was killed and 
two others were injured on 
Saroiday when a bomb 
exploded in a greenhouse 
in Jacma, near Tipaza, 70 
kilometres west of Algiers. 

A policeman was killed 
Friday in Umizart, near the 
northeasteni city of Tizi- 
(Duzou, La Nouvelle 
Republique reported. One 
of his attackers was fatally 
wounded as foe officer 
tried to defend himself, and 
later died. 

Two brothers driving 
between Bouhlou and 
Tameskel near foe nonh- 
westem city of Tiemcen 
were injured Saturday in a 
bomb explosion, UAufoen- 
lique reported. 

Since foe start of the 
month, several dozen peo- 
ple have been killed in 
ongoing violence. 

' Islamists have been fight- 
ing to overthrow Algeria's 
goveiument since 1992. 
foUowing foe cancellation 
of the second round of 
elections that the now- 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 


Al^ria coodemns Buridna Riso 

ALGIQ^ (AFP) — Algeria on Monday condemned Buiidna 
Faso for allowing entry to I'^lamist Ahmad Zaoul exiled fitxn 
Swiizeiiond last week as a "seoirity risk." Foreign ministry 
.•spokesman Abdul Atiz Sebaa said: “At a time when the interna- 
tional commuitity is rntfoilising itself against letiorism and when 
.Africa itself is foe target of this scouige. it is not aoceptable thatan 
.African counuy, et^iccially foe pnssident of the Oiganisatitxi of 
.African Unity [OAU]. vveJcomeson its lenilory foe Jeaderofa ter- 
iDrist group." 

Iranian FIVI to visfr Saudi Aratna 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's Foreign Minister Katnal Kharazi is 
due to visit Saudi Arabia on Friday or Sotunday to attend a session 
oF foe two countries' jcnnt commission, an offidal said Monday. 
Deputy Foreign Mini^ Mohammad Sadr told foe Tehran Times 
foat foe commission was formed in May during a visii here 
Saudi Foreign Minister EMnce Soud A1 Ftisal. 


Sudanese emplo/ees threaten strike 


Mbeki holds major arms 
talks in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — Sou* 
African Depu^ President 
Thabo Mbeki met Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdallah Ben 
Abdul Aziz in Riyadh on 
Monday as part of discussions 
that vviU include a major arms 
deal, diplomatic sources stud. 

Dipltxiuas said the talks 
would include n^otiuioiis 
over an acras deal worth an 
estimated SU biUioa for foe 
sale to Saudi Arabia of G-6 


supeicannons and anti-aircraft 
rr^siles. 

Mbeki's trip comes one year 
after a visit to Saudi Arabia by 
South African Residerff Nd- 
son Mandela and foe signir^ 
of a letter of inteia to derelop 
cooperation between the two 
countries' oil smtxs. 

South Africa’s ministers 
defence, Joe Modi^, artd 
mmeial and energy, Rmudl 
Maduna, and their Saudi 


counterparts were also at the 
rzMeting with the crown 
prince, the official SPA news 
agency said. 

The talks followed a sunilar 
meeting with Kmg F^bd on 
Sunday. 

Mbeki arrived Sunday for 
foe four days of meetings with 
Saudi officials aixl the secre- 
tary general of foe six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Comal 
(GCC). Jar]^ A1 Hujailan. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Employees of Sudan’s post 
service have threatened to 
strike in solidarity with dis- 
missed colleagues, while 
teachers in North Kordofan 
have warned of a work stop- 
page over pay delays. 

Ihe 1,200 employees of 
the national post and tele- 
graph autbority said they 
will strike next week if the 
ministcy of roads and com- 
munications failed to grant 
2CX) dismissed colleagues 
their full post-service ri^ts, 
A1 Rai A1 Ram daily report- 


ed Monday. 

The ministry, ahead of a 
plan for privatisation of the 
post and telegraph autbori^, 
has sacked the 2(X) employ- 
ees. regarding them as a sur- 
plus in manpower. 

The audiority’s trade 
union said this has confis- 
cated the legal rights of the 
dismissed and demanded 
that the ministry, instead, 
cancel the jobs as is usually 
followed in cases of privati- 
sation. 

Tlze Sudan Workers Trade 
Unions Federation 


(SWTUF) has already 
shown solidarity with the 
fired employees and threat- 
ened to take measures, 
including a strike, if the 
roads and cooununications 
ministry does not meet their 
demand by Saturday. 

SWTUF F^ident Taj 
AJsir Abdoun, however, said 
the manpower ministiy is 
making ceaseless efforts to 
settle tile crisis between the 
minister of roads and com- 
munications, A1 Hadi 
Bushra, and die post and 
telegraph trade union. 
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JORDAN TELE\TSION 
Tel 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


15:10 

I5J0 

French Cartoon 

-Bananas in Imamus 

ifizUO 


16J0 - 

^mnllT-4llf 

17:00 .Doc. 

- The Lion<t of Kalahari 

18UM) 

.French Progranimes 

— Lch Cocups Brule^ 

19,-flO 

Le J<.ximal 


19:15 Frafo Pit)?ramiT«—Fiactales 

19:30 headlines 

19JS StcpbySiep 

20KH1 What Would Yixi Do? 

20:30 ......... J>vn-er's Cold 

2IH15 Youandwxjr(2ar 

21 JO ...»..'UNCul 

22JH) Ncw!) in English 

22 JO Jxnesome Dove 

23J9 Ftsiture film - THl* fiiloon 
iind (he SncnvTrein 

01 JO - ~-~~EDdorrx. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04J1 Rjjr 

05j 49 _....(SunriseiDuha 

11:19 Dhuhr ' 

I4J2 ‘Asr 

16?19 Maghr* 

18:08 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Maty of Nazareth Gniich 
Swdfieh, Tel. 5920740 
AssonhDes of God Churdi TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Choith Tel. 4624S90 
Terra Sancta Qiurcii TeL 


46::2Jkj6 

Anglican CSnirdi TeL 
4624S53A624811. 

Sl Afineni Syrian Orthodox 
Oiurch Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Oniid) 
Tel. 5S65S97 

German^peaknig Evai^elical 
C<H^;r^tionTel. 568S404 
The Evangffical Local Quircfa 
in Amman Tel. 581 1 295 
Chunfo of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St .Toto the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Anmindation 
Td. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Td 
4616138 

Church Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Cotho lk Qnircfa 
TeL 4624757 

Hie RngBA . 1 jmgnage 

Catholic Psuidi TeL 4614190 
Evai^elical Free Chnrdi 'KL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church IH. 

46280S2 

Hie Armenian Gatbofic 
CTiorch TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 477S26I 

WEATHER 

BitUetin supplied fy tlx Depart- 
ment efMe/etnpL^gv 


Mcderate weafoer concfitions win 

prevail with temperatures rising 
slightly, clouds ^ipearuig at low 
altioxte, and vvinds westerly 
modei^ Temperanires are 
e:qiected to rise gradually over foe 
OHTiingdays, InAqaba, itwiUbe 
moderate, winds norfoeriy moder- 
ate. andseascalm. 


Amman ..... 13^ 

Aqaba 17fll 

Deserts 1/28 

Jordan MiIIq' 18^2 


Yesteiday's high leoiperatures: 
Amman 24, Aqaba 29 Humkli- 
Qr readings: Amman 34 percent. 
Aqaba 43 percent 
RtUowing are the highest temper- 
atuies expected today in foe fol- 
lowing areas: 


Ajloun 

J9 

. 27 


V, 


^24 

Pptrn 


Dead Sea ...... 

33 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbiieb&wikldi_.412601 1 
Dc KhaMoanAribur.. 5332600 


Dc AwriHawamdeh , 5332350 
Dc ‘&wSq(hib'aii_.-4623029 
AlAsona phanmacy ...>1637065 
Al Sahun pfaannacy — ^4636730 
Shmesani ifoarmacy «4637660 
. Nairoakh pharmacy ....4^3672 

IRBID: 

Du Gtanla'iimndi (Q2|2?a)90 

AlQiids pharmacy ( — } 

ZARQA: 

Dc AknmH»ldad-.(09)98SS50 
Kfaafifeh {foannacy J09) 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

pDod Control Cen- 
tre J637111 

Gvil Defenre Depanmeot 
.5661111 

Cvil Defence Imnsediaie Resote 

4630341 

Qvil Defence Emetgency.,...I99 
Rescue Pblice 192. 4621111. 
4637777 

Fire Brigade>.._....~4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Kghw^ Pobce. .53434(C 

Traffic Police— ....4896390 
Riblic Security Dept.— 463C62I 

Hotel CotT^laints 560S800 

Price Con^laints........— .^66 1 176 

Sewenge ConiplaiiBs 4S97467 
Amman Municipality Complamis 

4787111 

Telqfoone Intbrmatkxi (directoy 


KBisJance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Antmao Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdaii TeL Repairs— .i661 101 

Jcrdan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 

.4774111 

Whwr Aufooitty ....-5680KX) 
J. Elecbrid^ Authority -5815615 

EJecttic PowCo. .4636381 

RJ Flight Inlbrmation....44-53200 
Queen Alia ImLAirpon —.44-53200 


HOSmAJUS 

AMMAN: 

tlte Arab Centrefor Heart and Spe- 
cial Sutgeiy I 5921 199 

The Islamic. Abdli .—5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Ceniie...SSS6856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Matemi^— >4644281/6 
Akileh Maianity...-_4642441/2 
J abal .Amman Malemity.-.4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .—4636140 
Ritestine. Shmosani .—,,5607071 

Shmeisani Ho^lal .5669131 

Jordan HosphaJ 5607550 

Unhwaty Ho^tal .5353444 

AI-Mu3sherHos;ritai 5667227/9 
AFAhllAbdaU -..—5664164/6 
Iialian.Ai-Mub^reen 4777101/3 

.Al-BasWr- 4775111/26 

Army, Marias ....—,..489161 1/15 
Queen Aik HospiiaL-S6Q224(V!S0 
Amat Hospkal —.—5674155 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Ho^tal 


Zarqa 

Nafiona] 

409)983323 

Mortal 

jnovgQQS60 

Ibn Sina Ho^lal (09)98673 1 

A) Ifikraa Modem Hoqxtal 
fnQVQonoqo 

IRBID: 

frincess 

Basma 

HoqiAal 

402)275555 

Rtxnan 

Catholic 

402)272275 


Dm AJ Nafees Hosphal 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sistera Hospital 

402)7102831, 

(0277102011 

Spedalhy Hospital —— .((12)7 1 03 100 
AQABA: 

Princess HayaHcspital (03]2040]11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This otformadan is supptied by 
Royrd Jordanian (BJ) ir^omadon 
depanmem at the Queen Alia 
Inumadond Abpon TeL 
{44)532O0-5, vdiere b should 
always be verified, Irfiormadon on 
ether flights can be supplied on 
phate 44 (52700), lnfi>rmatkm on 
Royal VInngs flights eon be sup- 
pUedonphone 487520! S 


ARRIVALS 

ifoyal Jonlanian (RJ) 

05 JO ,..Kiahran (RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07 J5 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

07 JO J3amascus (RJ) 

09J5 — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l(hQ5 —Muscat, Oobat (RJ) 
10:15 Doha,Bahi^(RJ) 

16 JO — — Ctiiro(RJ) 

17 JO ..^London, Frankfim (RJ) 

17 JO OiicBgo. Aiusterdam (RJ) 

23:10 Beinit(RJ) 

OtberFl^hls 

12J0 AdaiffY) 

14J5 JstanbuliJK) 

ISriN) —Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

18M0 „..«Bantt (ME) 

19M Kiev(6U) 

19riB (AF) 

20J5 «.ia Aviv (LY) 

20rf0 (irio(MS) 

22J5 —London, Damascus (BA) 

23 J5 — Ansterdam (KL) 

S — Laniaca(CY) 

0(h55 Bucharest (RO) 

02K10 —..-Rome (A2) 

Royal Wings (KW) 

lOJO Aqaba (arriving at OAIA) 
(RW) 

U:15.Aqaba (arriving at Madox 


Aitp«t)(RW) 

ISrOO-Aqaba (arriving at Mkka 
Airport) (RW) 

19^ Ibl Aviv (anhnng at 

QA1A)(RW) 

23:25 Atpha (arriviqg at Maika 


Airport) (RW) 

DI^ARTURES 

Rf^ Jordanian (RJ) lif^its 

05KW 

Aqaha (addO (RJ) 

08:2b .Arnsterdam. Newark (RJ) 

lOJO Bftriin, ftntgsete fRT) 

lldfS 

Vienna. Rankfurt 

(RJ) 


12.-00 

^Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 


12:15 


12-JO 

rahnnin 

19J6 


20-J0 

Wfbh(RI) 

‘MWdS 


21ri» -JVbuDfaabl Dubai (RJ)' 


13J0. 

Ad«i (TV)- 

15 J5. 


19ril0 


19:40. 


aun 


21:10. 

Trf Avw(T^ 

21:40 

Cjifm 

00J5- 

.. A...J.j<lniti (Kl. 

01 J5. 

: Bucharest (Rf 

OSrilO. 

JRome(A-- 


RqyalWings(RW) FB^ g 
QSrilO Aqaba (from Maria J>E' 
port)(RW) 

09J0„Aqaba (from ^&Ika 
pcrt)(RW) 

17J0Tel Aviv (from Maria 
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HRH Prince Faisal delivers an address at the aviation conference yesterday (Petra photo) 

Prince Faisal calls on regional airlines 
to meet globalisation’s challenges 


B}' Mohammad Ben HiwBrin 

■■\MMAN — Market Jiber- 
ulisutton. deregulation and 
new avenues for the air 
trunsport industry in the 
Middle East were the topics 
of discussion at an aviation 
L'onference that started here 
yesterday. 

His Royal Highness 
••--.nee Faisi, in his open- 
ing remarks called on gov- 
ernments in the Middle 
'ast and their national air- 
.ies to face up to globalisa- 
lon by acknowledging the 
changes affecting the air 
trenspoit industry and look- 
ing for ways to adapt to 
new realities. 

"The Middle East will 
face increasing pressure to 
leresulate its air transport 
n line with the rest of the 
.vorld. The Middle East. 
Iv.nefcire faces a couple of 
hoicesi. eitheC' to do noth-, 
ig and resist change until 
ie bitter end, or to embrace 
le liberalisation process 
.id have some control over 
^ implementation and the 
".lie of liberalisation. The 
:ond [choice] seems to be 


more logical and practical,'’ 
Prince Faisal, who inaugu- 
rated the two-day confer- 
ence organised by the Mid- 
dle East Aviation Journal in 
conjunction with Royal Jor- 
danian. said. 

‘'Internationally, there are 
a number of trends that are 
challenging and changing 
the air transport industry. 
These factors include a 
trend towards liberalisation 
of the old regulatory 
regimes, a globalisation of 
markets, and a trend to pri- 
vatise national airlines.** 

However, the Prince 
stressed the importance of 
the time factor in chan^g 
policies and on liberalisa- 
tion. 

“Airlines, agencies and 
governments ^ould make 
every effort to adapt to open 
competition as early as pos- 
sible to ensure the survival 
and long-term viability' and 
profitability. of the national 
airline," be warned. 

Participants from Saudi 
Arabia, Oman and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates as well os 
representatives of 

international airlines agreed 


that liberalisation improves 
eCGciency and productivity' 
and leads to lower prices, 
all of which benefit con- 
sumers. 

Abed Quntar. managing 
director of Royal Wings, 
told the Jordan Times that 
tile “aviation industry in 
Jordan is heading towards 
deregulation and liberalisa- 
tion, and accordingly. 
Royal Jordanian is now 
being restructured, which 
will lead soon to privatisa- 
tion.” 

Quntar added that most 
Arab countries are reluctant 
to open their skies, resort- 
ing instead to protection- 
ism, which he said nega- 
tively affects the ^wth of 
aviation in the re^on. 

Prince Faisal said that if a 
number of states in the 
re^on could liberalise their 
aviation' policies, as the 
. European Union did. that 
could result in mechanism 
to unify a liberalisation pro- 
gramme in ±e Middle East. 

The first phase of liberali- 
sation sboiud aim at liberal- 
ising regional carriers and 
capacity, fares and 


route restrictions for air- 
craft operating with 70 
seats or less,*' he said. 

“Smaller regional aircraft 
w'ould be capable of offer- 
ing better scheduling, 
develop point-to-point traf- 
fic with more frequent 
flights, while also servin'g 
secondary routes which are 
not being adequately serv'ed 
today." he added. 

Kamal Shah. Middle East 
Aviation Journal's director 
of corporate affairs, said a 
policy of liberalisation will 
lead to development of 
regional services. 

“Regional airlines are 
major players in the avia- 
tion sector and have their 
role to play, either as a 
feeder for major carriers or 
as provider of poinHo- 
point- services for small- 
and medium-sized commu- 
nities." 

“Re;^onal airlines can 
also work to develop sec- 
ondary hubs within a nation 
by providing services to 
hubs that are too small to be 
exploited by national carri- 
ers," Prince Faisal said. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


'rince Abdullah opens exhibition 

.MM.AN (Petra) — HRH Prince Abdullah on Monday 
pened an exhibition at the Amman International Fair in 
larj AI Hamam as part of the celebrations leading up to 
lis Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday on Nov. 14. 
he exhibition, which is being held under the theme 
Jordan Yesterday and Today," will highlight the 
chievements Jordon has made since the King assumed 
i'' constitutional powers. Taking part in the exhibition, 
hich runs through Nov. 6. are 100 representatives of the 
uhlic und private sectors. The head of the exhibition's 
■raitws'mg committee. Salman Qudah. presented a gift to 
'rmce .Abdullah in appreciation of his efforts and patron- 
ye of the exhibition. 

>rour receives 1997 audit report 

MM.AN (Petra) — The speaker of the Lower House of 
jrliament. Sa'd Havel Srour, Monday received the 
udit Bureau's 1997 report from its president. Eid 
harabsheh. According to the Constitution, the bureau 
ust present a general report to the Lower House on its 
idit of state revenues and expenditures at the beginning 
each ordinary session or upon the House's requesL 

iinlster visits prison 

VAN (Petra) — Interior Minister Nayef Qadi on 
icsday stressed the importance of safeguarding prison- 
dignity and providing for their needs and require- 
-nis.' including educational and cultural. Qadi, who 
IS speaking during a visit to the H-4 prison in southern 
rdun. said the Interior Ministry wiU coordinate with 
‘ Public Security E)epartment to provide the necessary 
iliiies to enable prisoners' families to visit them and to 
> ’-vith them for longer periods. Qadi, who was accom- 
lied by Deputy' Ahmad .Azaydeh, head of the House's 
'lie Freedom.s Committee, and Deputy Assaf Assaf. 
rcssed satisfaction with the health and general condi- 
of the prison and promised more improvements. 
<ydch commended the efforts of the prison authorities 
expressed satisfaction with the prisoners' living con- 


Jordan has ‘long way 
to go’ in fight against 
drugs — official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Pub- 
lic Security Department Mon- 
day opened a two-week train- 
ing seminar organised in con- 
junction with German crimi- 
nal inv’estigadon departments 
on fighting substance abuse 
and (hug decking. 

In an address at the opening 
session. PSD Director 
Nasoub Muhieddin said that 
despite his depanment's 
efforts to deal with drug traf- 
ficking, “there is a long way 
to ^ to stem the illicit prac- 
tice." 

Referring to ongoing coop- 
eration between Germany and 
Jordan. Muhieddin said the 
two countries are exttiianging 
expertise and information on 
means of combating drug 
trafiUcking and addiction. 

He added that the drug 
problem in Jordan has not yet 
reached a dan^rous level and 
that traScl^g is under con- 
trol. 

In September. Infixmation 
Minister Nasser Judeh said 
the drug problem in J<xdan is 
“serious but not alarming," 
adding that the PSD has been 
largely successful in both 
Stemming drug uafBcIdng 
and rehabOilating users. 

Ju(Hi also told the prep 
that the amount of heroin 


seized by the dq)artment 
from 1996-199S equalled the 
amount seized durii^ the pre- 
vious 20 years. 

Lost E)^mber, the PSD's 
Anti-Narcotics Depanment 
disclosed that substance abuse 
had increased over the p^t 
few years, with over 3,(X)0 cit- 
izens suffering from drug 
dependency. 

Muhieddin said His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, have expressed 
desire to provide the PSD 
with its ne^ to confront the 
drug problem. 

Gentian Ambassador Peter 
Mende, in his address, com- 
mended the ongoing coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Ger- 
many in training personnel k> 
deal with the dmg {xobleni 

Drug trafficking and addic- 
tion is a woridwide issue that 
can only be stemmed through 
inter-govemmental effoits, 
said Mende, adding that the 
German government is keen 
on providing the PSD with 
equipment to deal with the 
problem. 

According to PSD statistics, 
a total of 492 drug cases 
lepCHtedly Involving 102 ixxi- 
Jcxdanian nationals woe 
prosecuted in 1997. 


aat ^ s croj.xicr 

\i 

Tni.in nini'*r>LTWe)inieis!«^<vk'idi.qindesin 
H jt OcviIv-lrttituL Jobal Amman on 
^•i> Nov. 4 at 7fl0 p.m. 

TVRE 

h irmuncutDc: el gitano y cl crioQo" ( in Spon- 
>. VA. Goicakz. Qu«ada n Instituto Cer- 
jhul Ammiin at 5ti0 p.m. (Td. 46KS5SL 
Luemry Works of Po Baioja" ftn Arabic) 
iknui AUjwj .It Afimad Ibn Jalil AI Rcahidj 
jire. (.inKcrsity of Joidiin on Wednesday 
1:00 p.in. 

T2KOuUen^: W)ien.*AicWliNciw‘’by 


John Qmninghain at USIS audinrium. Amencan 
Center. Abdoun at 5:00 pan. (TeL 592-0101 exL 
2579). 

EXHIBITKDNS 

* “Jordan Yesterday and Tod»" (maiidng His 

King Huaiein'& binhday) at die Amman 
Intenoknai RurMaijAl Hamatn. until Nw. 6 

* A t lam Hliu m is k wj l exhibition on canvas by 
Susanna Caldw«IL Darleen Kaipowicz. and Rawabi 
AbuChazaleh Silawi at the Joitbn Ans und Crafts 
CenKtAftL*iana),JBba]Aninian,off iheseoonddr- 
cie uitti Nov. to (Telefax 46t785S>. 

* 'Tvbstawoiis of the Spaoisft C o nt aap oratv' 


Andiiieciuie und netioiiadon o( Aichitecniic Guide 
Spain 1920-2000” at Insduio Ccn-anies. Jdnl 
Amman, tmdl Nov. 6. 

* Ceramics Ru'd and Ahmad M Ddaimi at 
Hammurabi .Aits Gulloy. Gaidais St. (TeL 5536098), 
unn1 Niw. 5. 

* ExtiitHDon of works by Rilesinian umst Kama! 
Bouflata entitled “Hunv^ lo Jerusalem.'' an stinbi- 
don of pnintings hv' loto RdesDiian sitist AJ 
Sa'di un exhibition b>' (^ttesdniiin-Aflieiican pbocog- 
rapher Sa'id Nuseituh endtied The Rnthest 
Moscfue" ui Dapit .AI fxum Jabal Wahdeh, undl 
Nbv:)2(TeL4^32.’iLC). 


Ministerial committee plans 
events to mark King’s birthday 

Meeting planned to examine reinstating national service 


AMM.AN (J.T.) — A minis- 
terial committee charged 
with organising celebra- 
tions to mark iSs Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday 
Monday decided on a num- 
ber of activities to be held 
in the country’s gover- 
norates. 

In a meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, ±e committee 
decided to hold ±e main 
celebration at the Palace of 
Culture at AI Hussein 
Sports City on Nov. 14, the 
idog's bii&day. in coopera- 
tion with Che Armed Forces' 
brass band, as well as pro- 
cessions in the streets of 
Amman and fireworks dis- 
plays in a number of the 
coital’s districts. 

The celebrations will also 
include folklore and aerial 
p^ormances and the inau- 
guration of a number of 
projects. 

Tht committee formed 


sub-committees to organise 
activities .in other gover- 
norates and cities. 

The ministerial commit- 
tee comprises the ministers 
of labour, awqaf and Islam- 
ic affairs, culture and youth, 
social . development, 
tourism, information, and 
education as well as 
Amman Mayor Nidal 
Hadid and Bilal Tal, an 
advisor at the Prime Min- 


Unemployment 
committee holds meetiiig 

On Sunday, Tarawneh 
chaired the fint meeting of 
a higher ministerial com- 
mittee on combating unem- 
ployment during which the 
general outline of a nation- 
^ strategy adopted at a 
recent conference on unem- 
ployment was reviewed. 

T^wneb urged the com- 
mittee members, grouping 


eight minister and iq>te- 
sentatives of concerned 
departments, to work 
towards developing practi- 
cal plans to (teal with -the 
poverty and unemployment 
issues. 

The prime minister 
requested that the Ministry 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment and representatives of 
the Jordan Aimed Forces 
hold a meeting as soon as 
possible to discuss die 
prospects of executing a 
proposed plan to remstate 
national service. 

The Ministiy of Adminis- 
trative Development has 
suggested diat youths do 
voluntary national service 
witii civic instimtions, and 
the conunittee has been 
directed to reach a final 
plan and allocate the neces- 
sary fti^ for this project 
in the state’s 1999 fiscal 
budget. 

Minister of Administra- 


tive Development Bassam 
Emoush said the prime 
minister has entrusted the 
ministry to work in con- 
junction with the Aimed 
Forces to prepare a joint 
woiiting paper for the pro- 
jecL Emoush added that the 
national, or conscription, 
service was suspended sev- 
eral years ago but was not 
scrapped. 

He said the objective of 
reinstating the national ser- 
vice is to find emplo 3 nment 
for jobless youth in imple- 
mentation of the King's 
directives to the govern- 
ment. 

Referring to non-Jordan- 
ian woik^ in the King- 
dom, the minis ter said that 
only 90,0(X) illegal workers, 
or 20 per cent of the gov- 
ernment's estimate of for- 
eigners woridng in die 
country, have lecnfied dieir 
status to meet the require- 
ments of the Labour Law. 


Tawjihi, secondary school reforms part of 
education minister’s proposed programme 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Fawzi 
Gharaibeh, the new educa- 
tion minis ter and long-time 
president of the University 
of Jordan, has a blueprint 
for the refonn of the coun- 
try's educational system. 

Partly short term, partly 
long temu the plan would 
deal with the b^ic compo- 
nents of secondary school 
education and procedures 
for enrolment at 
universities. 

A major aim of the plan 
will be the eventual discon- 
!tinuance of the tawjihi 
examination (the high 
school general certificate 
exam), a measure many 
educationalists have been 
promoting for several 
years. 

Meanwhile, Gharaibeh 
said, the exaggerated fear 
of the tawjihi, created by 
society and some higher 
education institutions, 
“must be eliminated." 

Placing less value on 
tawjihi scores would help 
remove the “tawjihi com- 
plex," a problem which 
Gharaibeh said puts unjus- 
tified pressure on students. 
Educators must encourage 
students to focus m(»e on 



Fawzi Gharaibeh 

their studies instead of sim- 
ply seeking high marks to 
enter universities, the min- 
ister told the Jordan Times 
during an interview on 
Monday. 

He said the emphasis on 
grades “distorts education's 
essence and is dangerous." 

In the long run, 
Gharaibeh said, the plan 
will require higher educa- 
tion institutions to develop 
new standards to evaluate 
and accept students into 
universities. Such stan- 
dards, he said, would 
involve not only grades but 
personal interviews with 


applicants and aptitude 
tests. 

Admission to Jordan's 
public and {nvate 
universities has so been 
based mainly on grades and 
tawjihi scores. The system 
of dotting seats in thie var- 
ious facitities has been 
restrictive. Oten, the result 
is that students who are 
admitted to the ICingdom's 
institutions of higher learn- 
ing find themselves in areas 
of study they did not choose 
but were placed into by cur- 
rent regulations. 

Gharaibeh's blueprint 
calls for a much freer edu- 
cation system and the 
establishment of a national 
independent centre within 
five years that would be 
charged with- reviewing, 
evaluating and reoiganising 
school examinations. 
5ch(x>I and university stan- 
dards and accreditation, as 
well as professional exams. 

Freeing up the basic edu- 
cation curriculum would 
mean eliminating the liter- 
ary and scientific streams in 
the 11th and 12th grades. 
The proposal is to allow 
students some choice in 
their subjects while setting 
a new basic core of courses 
required for graduation and 


adtling certain subjects, 
decided by universities, to 
prepare those who plan to 
continue their education. 

The minister said the 
numerical grading system 
could also be changed to 
measure grades withm lev- 
els defin^ by letters, such 
as A and B. 

Textbooks might not be 
limiteri to those Selected by 
the government. Gharaibeh 
said, because “any book 
that meets the genei^ crite- 
ria could be studied and 
approved provided it is in 
the student’s interest" 

The entire plan, accc»xling 
to Gharaibeh. is stUl in; Its 
conceptual phase' and 
require not only sufficient 
funds but qualified experts 
with the vision to cai^ it 
out. 

The minister also spoke 
on the need to keep the 
higher education system 
independent of the labour 
ma^et stating that 
“universities are not 
emplojrment agencies." 

“Hi^er education was 
not originally created to 
meet tire lalMur maiket's 
needs and re^ high 
salaries, it was made for 
those who want to learn,” 
Gharaibeh said. - 


U.S. weighs options in response to Iraq 


(Cont&nied from page 1) 

UJ4. chief ifofi Annan on 
Monday consulted wth Buder 
and Seoiriiy Council membexs 
on the baqi action, whidi he 
described as “in total txeach of 
Security Council lesokiticm'’ 

Annan riartinari tO nniTiTnftnr 

on the possible use of force, 
saying he had “no idea as tt) 
what role foe U.S. is ^>ing to 
play." 

But Western diplomats at foe 
United Nations late Mod- 
foot a draft UJ'I. resolution 
was e?qpected to be sutoiitted 
to the Security Council oa 
Tbesd^. saying foe lesohidOD 
was unlikely to threaten ai^ 
military adion against Ba^ 
dad 

A Western dipksnat told 
AFP fota foe langua^ wcxild 
probably reflect Sduid^’s 
oondenviackxi by foe council 
of Iraq's decision K) halt all 
cooperation with UNSCOM. 

The IS-naticm council oa 
Saturday issued a press state- 
ment whidi unanimously cen- 
demned foe Iraqi dedacxi as a 
“fiagtant'vioIaiioQ” of Security 
Ccxindl resohitioDS. 

The lesoluiioDs provide ibr 
full and unconditio^ access to 
allsitesforfoeweqxHisinspec- 
tns veriiyiiig foe eHrniriaticia (>f 
harp weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

U.S. Charge d' Affaires Peter 
Burleigh, who presides the 
Security Coimcil during 
Noven^, cnnsulleri with cd- 
leagues on Mondr^ and told 
repexters be was sure foe coun- 
cil '^vilI want to take a very 
strong and positive reaction to 
this I^provocation.’’ 

hi Cai^ Aid) League Secre- 


tary General Esmai Abdul 
Megiiid on Monday urged 
Bagtidad to be “flexible" in an 
efito to defuse foe latest ciitis 
with foe UJ4. and s par e foe 
Iraqi pecpie further suffering. 

“La foe of foe ccxitacts I 
have bad UI4. Secretary 
General Kofi Arman and some 
membeisaffoeSecuiityCoun- 
efl to defuse foe current crisis. I 
• diink it is necessary for haq to 
be nxxe flexit^" AJ^ 
Meguid told rqxxtecs. 

He said the request was con- 
tained in a mes^ge to Iraqi 
Dqxity Pome MirtistO' Thieq 
A^ vifokfo he banded over to 
Ba^idad’s to foe 22- 

member pan-Arab organisa- 
tion. NabilNajiiL 
Abdul M^d said this was 
necessary to help avoid “n^a- 
tive oonsequttices” 
be&Iliiig foe Iraqi people. 

^ypt, meanwhOe; catted on 
Iraq to cooperate with UK 
we^xms inq)ectois despite 
ufoat it said were undeistand^ 
able doubts about foe impartial- 
ity of the UK. Special Qxn- 
missiOD (UNSCOM). 

Iraq was ri ght to eiqiress 
doubts about the nature of 
UNSCOM’s work after a frr- 
mer senior inspector on its 
staff, fonner U.S. marine Scott 
Ritter, revealed he had “sifomit- 
ted the findings of his inspec- 
tiems to Israel," Fexeign Minis- 
ter Amr Mnsa told rqiorteis. 

But he fatlffrf 00 RaghrfaH to 
“lespea international resolu- 
tions” ncmedKless. 

Musa said he hoped the latest 
crisis prompted i^ Iraq’s deci- 
sion to Ixeak off aU coc^jeradon 
utifo UNSCOM Saturday 
would be quk^y defused. 
Ba^idad has vowed it would 


D(X back down even in the free 
of rnilhaiy strikes, ^ repeated 
accusations that UN^OM 
was used by Istadi and UB. 

agflnri n s (D infiltrate tile 
sanctioDs-fait state. 

' do not fear the reactions 

nor threats, tii^ are not wexse 
than tile present Nation,” 
A^ told lepotttis Sunday. 

Moscow said Iraq’s dedskn 
could scuttle efforts towards a 


after Ba^idad’s 1990 invaaon 
of Kuwait and again aggavae 
the sztuafion in tte r^ioQ. 

“Only the full lesumpticm of 
constructive cooperation wifo 
the United Natirms, inphytirtg 
UNSCOM, can allow a setdmg 
of the lia^ situatioD arid the 
return of its peofde to a ncxmal 
life," the fix^ ministiy sakL 

Buder desoSied the situaixm 
as die worst confrontation *so 
fre 

“Iraq is (fiiectly confio u tiiig 
die law^iiaking of the c()uocfl," 
be ndd NBC, addmg that 
Ba^idad was also extending its 
resistance* to kmg-tenn n w ni- 
toring, 

'TM is serious, and 1 thinV 
that's what mak^ this the 
worst coofroDtation by Iraq 
with foe Seoirity Cnunral that 
we’ve yet seen." 

Aziz said Iraq was not “seek- 
ing confrtmtakm, we are just 
protecting our ri ghts," ivirimo 
that if the Secuiiiy Council 
moved towards lifiing foe sanc- 
tions, it would immediately 
rosume coc^jeratioo. 

Iraq has blamed die taripplmg 
san^QQS foe mne than one 
milliofl deatiis. But tiiey cannot 
be lifted until UNSCOM and 
dm International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA) certify die 


dimiDatioo of Iratp wespons of 
mass destruction. 

Since Aug. S. Iraq has 
banned bofo UNSCOM and 
the IAEA fixxn caning out 
inspectuxis of new ates but 
allowed memhoting operations 
at previously declared sites. 

The latest crisis came a day 
after the Secuii^ Coundl ^ 
it was teaify to i^nirh a ‘^com- 
pcdienave review" oa Iraq’s 
mmpliflnce with UK. lesolu- 
tkms, ones it lifted die ^igust 
ban. 

On the ground, two 
UNSCOM carried 

(xn marntenance work at a site 
Monday, and UK. ^pefresman 
Caroline Qoss said the Lrat^ 
had c on fimi ed they ccxild 

maintain ca m was anti xwwnrc 

a h b o ugh UNSCOM i ns pectcHs 
and monitois would not go id 

WGEk. 

Despke UNSCOM’s taise 

ralatwaidiip with haq sinoR its 

creation in 1991, tins cri- 
sis Tnaite foe first time it has 
baited an cooperation. 

Richard Bader, the 

UNSCOM chflimian, 

(tescribed the develofxnents 
over the wedoend as Iraq's 
w(xst confromatiai this frr 
wifo the Security Cwndl, 
ufoiefa vexed eight years ago to 
slq) oxi^irdienrive sanctions 
on Iraq. 

'Traq is dizectiy confronting 
tire law-maldng (tf the council," 
Butter idd NBC 

He esqaessed concern that 
tire latest fra^ dedsten vvraild 
cut off monitoring of.snesihat 
Baghdad has acknowledged 
were part its milfew y com- 
ptex. 
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‘Pinochet arrest no 
threat for Chilean 
democracy’ 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Chilean deputy Isabel 
AUende, daughter of the 
president deposed ' by 
General Auguste 

Pinochet, said Monday 
her country's democracy 
ivas not threatened by the 
former dictator’s arrest in 
London. 

She warned, however, 
that is was in danger from 
Pinochet supporters “who 
bum Spanish and British 
flags" and demonstrate 
“intolerance, violence i 
and the lack of democrat- ' 
ic will,'* 

Allende, whose father 
Salvador Allende died in 
Pinochet's 1973 coup, 
made a brief stop-over in 
Spain en route for 
London, where she aims 
10 address Britain's high- 
est couru the House of 
Lords. 


The court will hear an 
appeal Wednesday and 
Thursday against the 
quashing of Pinochet's 
arrest on accusations of 
genocide and other 

crimes committed during 
his 1973-1990 military 
rule. 

Pinochet. 82. is on con- 
ditional bail in a private 
London hospital, under a 
police guard, pending the 
hearing. 

He was arrested on Oct. 
16. as he recuperated 
brom back suigeiy. at the 
request of a Spanish 
judge investigating geno- 
cide and other large-scale 
human rights abuses in 
Chile. 

Wednesday, the High 
Court quashed the arrest, 
arguing that he enjoyed 
sovereign immunity as a 
head of state when the 


crimes were said to have 
been committed. 

Allende was accompa- 
nied by two other Chilean 
deputies. Sofia Prat, 
whose father General Prat 
was killed in Buenos 
Aires in 1974, and Juan 
Pablo Letelier, son of 
President AUende's for- 
eign minister who was 
murdered in Washington. 

Socialist deput>' 

Allende said she would 
give a “fundamental testi- 
mony" to Britain's upper 
chamber. 

She said: “We are fight- 
ing for the principles of 
justice, so that the horri- 
ble crimes of the Chilean 
dictatorship do not profit 
from immunity.” 

The three parliamentary 
deputies are due to be 
heard by the Lords 
Tuesday. 


EU ministers to discuss defence 
arm, with eye on Kosovo 


VIENNA (AFP) — EU 
defence ministers, meeting 
for the first time at a 
Europe-wide level, are xo 
bold informal talks in 
Vienna this week dominat- 
ed by calls to give the 
European Union a proper 
defence and security arm. 

The debate has been 
revived in recent weeks in 
particular by Britain, which 
last month dropped its long- 
standing opposition to such 
an initiative, in particular 
due to the latest crisis in 
Kosovo. 

**If|. .we.,wajtt Europe .to. 
match the Americans for 
clout' iLheie has. to. be that 
commitment and madiness 
to act in military situa- 
dons." Bridsb Premier Tony 
Blair said 'at an informal 
summit of EU leaders on 
Oct. 24. 

The Vienna meeting, an 
initiative by ±e Austrian 
EU presidency, was oigan- 
ised despite reluctance by a 
number of countries who 
are sceptical about organis- 
ing defence at an EU level. 
Talks begin late Tuesday 
and continue Wednesday. 

Participants include 
Western European Union 


(WEU) head Jose Cutileiro, 
although an invitation to EU 
foreign policy commission- 
er Hans van den Broek was 
cancelled after concern his 
presence would make the 
meeting too formal. 

The purpose of the 10- 
member WEU, founded in 
1948. is regularly called 
into quesuoD. Its small- 
scale activities included 
sending some 100 police to 
Bosnia and Albania. It is 
absent in Kosovo. 

Blair's policy shift has 
been welcomed by his fel- 
low leaders notably 
because, only 16 months 
ago, he wa^ insiruinental in 
blocking Franco-German 
plans to give the EU a 
defence arm through a 
merger with the WEU. 

Blair, leading a discussion 
on the development of the 
bloc's much derided foreign 
policy, said last month 
events in Kosovo had clear- 
ly demonstrated the EU had 
to be able to back up its 
diplomacy with a cremble 
military threat. 

“Kosovo showed us far 
too often to be dithering and 
disunited." he said. 

German Chancellor 


Gerhard Schroeder called 
his ideas “new and impres- 
sive," while French 
President Jacques Chirac 
welcomed the presentation 
as a clear signal of 
London's “greater commit- 
ment to the goal of 
European defence”. 

But Blair's sudden con- 
version to the cause of 
European defence, long- 
cherished by France in par- 
ticular, has also been greet- 
ed with some scepticism on 
the continent 

The move has been wide- 
ly seen as an attempt to 
assert the Blair govern- 
ment’s commitment to play- 
ing a leading role in Europe, 
despite its decision to stay 
outside the sinde currency. 

Blair made it clear that 
Britain would not go along 
with any move that would 
undermine NATO's role as 
the primary guarantor of 
European security. But he 
insisted he was open-mind- 
ed about other options. 

Arrangements will also 
have to be made to allow 
the EU's four neutral states 
— Austria. Finland. Ireland 
and Sweden — to opt out of 
any defence arm. 


Hundreds evacuated 
after heavy rains hit 
Kansas, Okiahoma 


AUGUSTA, Kansas 
lAP) — Hundreds of 
people waited away 
from home early 
Monday/ as rain-swollen 
rivers in Kansas and 
Oklahoma poured out 
of their banks and 
swamped communities 
with swirling, filthy 
water. 

Kim and Gary Smith 
bundled up their two 
sons and braved the 
flood in their car as 
they sought higher 
ground in Augusta. 
Over and over, the fam- 
ily sang “Jesus Loves 
Me” to quiet their two 
frightened children, 
ages 8 and 11. 

“It happened fast, the 
water rose fast,” Mrs. 
Smith said. 

By Sunday night, the 
Smiths and many of< 
their neighbours ended 
up at the First 
Christian Church. 
Some were brought 
here by truck by 
National Guard crews. 

Some 100 kilometres 
away, in north-central 
Oklahoma, 130 people 
fled their homes across 
Kay County after more 
than 15 ems of rain fell 
over the weekend, said 
Ben Frizzell of the 
Oklahoma Office of 
Emergency 


Management 

The slow-moving 
storm hit hardest in 
Kansas, dumping near- 
ly 30 ems of rain on 
parts of Butler, 
Sedgyrick and Harvey 
counties since Friday 
night. 

Some 900 people have 
been evacuated in 
Kansas, including at 
least 350 people from 
nursing homes in 
Wichita. The town of 
Sedgwick was cut off 
Sunday, with all roads 
closed. 

“As flooding in 
Kansas goes, this one is 
pretty mg,” said Walt 
Aucott of the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 
“This is just a huge vol- 
ume of water.” The 
Whitewater River car- 
ried raw sewage into 
dovKDtowD Augusta, 
where the wastewater 
treatment plant was 
shot down and toilets 
were backed up 
throughout the town of 
8,700 people. 

Downtown was under 
1.5 to 2.1 metres of 
water, said assistant 
city manager David 
Alfaro.- 

*Our main thing is to 
see what transpires in 
the morning, assess our 
damages and pray it 


doesn't rain anymore,'’ 
said Mayor Ross 
Rountree. TTie forecrast, 
however, called for 
more rain Monday. 

The Whitewater and 
the Walnut converge 
about 2.4 kilometres 
south of Augusta, which 
is bounded by water on 
three sides. The town is 
virtually an island, even 
when it doesn’t flood. 

The Kansas Army 
National Guard and 
Kansas Air National 
Guard were assisting 
evacuations and sand- 
bagging efforts. 

At the Christian 
Church, displaced resi- 
dents str^gled in 
through the night, 
many soaking wet after 
wading in waist-high 
water. Tearful children 
brought their dogs and 
cats, only to be turned 
away because the Red 
Cross shelter didn’t 
accept animals. 

“The animals are the 
only thing these people 
have lef^” said one 
weary resident 

Rising water forced 
voluntary evacuations 
in Kay County, 
Oklahoma, while fore- 
casters warned resi- 
dents elsewhere in the 
region to prepare for 
flooding. 



Nada Sakic iii a photo dating from Easter 1945 stands with her hnsband Dinko in 
front of their house In Zagreb. She was extradited from'Argentma Sunday^ to face war 
crimes chaig;es in her native Croatia, where she was expected to arrive late Monday 
(Renters photo) 

Croatian woman, 72, sent 
home to face war crimes triai 


ZAGREB (AFP) — A 72- 
year-old Croatian woman 
was due to arrive here 
Monday after being extra- 
dited fiom Argentina to face 
charges that she tortured 
women in a World War II 
concentration camp, her 
lawyer said. 

Nada Sakic was expected 
to arrive at 7:00 p.m. (1800 
GMT). She has Parkinson's 
disease and would likely be 
transferred to the hospital 
wing of a Zagreb jail, her 


lawyer Branko Seric smd. 

Officials in Argentina put 
Sakic on a plane Sunday for 
Croatia. She has been held 
in an Argentine jail since 
July 23. 

Sakic allegedly ran the 
women's sector oif a camp at 
Stara Grai&ka. near 
Jasenovac, in Croatia and is 
accused of torturing 
inmates. At an extradition 
hearing she denied the 
charges. 

Sa^c is the wife of Dinko 


Sakic. 76. who was extradit- 
ed to Croatia on June 18 to 
face war crimes charges as 
director of the Jasenovac 
camp, southwest of Zagreb, 
in 1942-44 when Ci^da 
was allied with Nazi 
Germany under the fascist 
Ustasha regime. 

Thousands of Serbs, Jews 
and gypsies were mutd^ed 
at the camp. 

Nada Sakic is due to 
appear in court here 
Tuesday. 


Bishop urges understanding 
for Charles and Camilla 


LONDON (AFPj — A 
leading bishop pleaded 
Monday for “understand- 
ing and compassion’' for 
P^ce Charles and his 
long-term mistress 

Camilla Parker Bowles. 

' The Bishop of Oxford 
the Right Reverend 
Richard Harries, said 
many people would have a 
“fellow-feeling" with the 
couple, who should not be 
pushed into marriage. 

His comments, following 
on similarly sympafoetic 
remarks by another senior 
bishop Sunday, appeared 
to mark a softening of the 
Church of Eland's 
stance to Charles' relation- 
ship with Porker Bowles. 

“The fact that they can 
get some support and 
mutual encouragement 
from one another, and 
clearly have a very' deep 
relationship, I think, 
deserves understanding 
and compassion," Harries 
told BBC radio. 

The bishop, who is chair- 
man of Che Church of 
England’s board of social 
responsibility, said there 
was no need for Carles to 
rush into marriage to for- 
malise his relationship 


with Camilla. 

“At die moment. Prince 
Charles has made it quite 
clear that he and Carnilla 
have no short-term or 
medium-term plans to get 
mairied. and I don't thi^ 
whether it's Prince Charles 
or anybody else, we should 
push any couple into any 
kind of precipitate action." 
he added 

Charles divorced Diana 
in 19^, a year after Parker 
Bowles divoreed hus- 
band. 

Traditionally the church 
has been against divorced 
couples remarrying. The 
position is more Plicate 
for Charles because, on 
becoming king, he takes 
the title of “Defender of 
the Faith" or head of the 
church of England. 

Sunday, the Bishop of 
Southwark, the ^ght 
Reverend Tom Butler, also 
indicated Charies’ relation- 
ship with J^rker Bowles 
should not stand in his 
way. ■ 

‘Tier friendship is very 
important to. hrm,* that’s 
quite obvious, and I am not 
one of those people who 
.thinks he sboitid give her 
up," te said. 


He smd that any 
monarch's position as the 
head of the Church of 
England was “purely con- 
stitutional" and bad ‘'noth- 
ing K> do with his or her 
life.” 

Two years ago, a poll 
showed that more than half 
of bishops and clergy 
thought Charies would be 
unacceptable as king and 
head of the Church if be 
remarried. 

Since Diaoa^s death in a 
car crash in Paris last year, 
Charles has been trying to 
rebuild his public image, 
attempting to relegate to 
the p^ the acrimony of 
the divorce. 

At the same time the 
public appears to have 
begun to accept Camilla, 
with some polls indicating 
that most people would 
accept him as king even if 
he remarried, although 
they still do not want her 
as queen. 

Camilla has met Charies' 
two sons by Diana, Princes 
William ^ Ha^, and 
two weeks ago, the couple 
issued their &st joint state- 
ment. disassociating them- 
selves from a new book 
critical of bis late ex-wife. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Social Democrats nominate Rau 
to be German president 

BONN (AFP) — The leadetsinp of the ruling Social 
Democtais (SPD) has nmninaied vetman pc^ticiaQ JcAarmes 
Rau m be Gemtariy's nen {RSsideDL Die noniinatioD ends a 
(fiqjute widun tire party atout whether a woman would be 
DOTimated fw the honorary position of head of state, widi die 
successor to current E^retideni Ronaii Heoz% to be elected 
May23.TwenQ^^oftbe30menibasoffoeexeciitivecom- 
nntiee voted for Rati 1^ abstained. Whst and tben reunified 
Gemiatry have had seven presidents, aQ men, smee fonmng 
a post-war govennnent in 1949. SFD women had said it was 
time for cHte of diem to be named. Rati, 67, the iosuig SPD 
rfiangellfw candidate in l9S7toOiancdlorHriniutK^aDd 
a feemer governor o£ North Rhme-Wssqdialia state, has die 
backiog boweva- of SPD OanoeBor Gofaanl Setsoeden as 
weU as SPD pat^ chief Oskar Lafixiteine. Ibe aew piesideDt 
to succeed Heiz^ elected during former diancellor Ifelmut 
K^'s conservative administra tion, is t o be elected May 23 
in Beriin a federal cocvmtion. The SFD and their coali- 
tim partners the. Greens ecologists have a tna^oaiy in tiiis 
convention vriiidi ce m ve ne s only to elea a pteadeoL It cem- 
sists of the members of die house cf padiameat. die 
Bundestag, and an equal number of members elected! 1^ the 
state pariianents. . 

Christian Democrat leads 
Bucharest mayor race 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Christian Democrat Viorel Us won 
the first round mayoral baSots in Bucharest, but will have 
to win next wedteod's run-off to secure ofiSce, election offi- 
dals said Monday. Lis, cuneody intsom mayor; won 44,6 per 
cent of the vote in the eiectioos Sunday, le^ tiian die 50 per 
cent needed for outri^ victory. He win fece opposition can- 
didate Soria Ofaescu, who semed 27 per cent, next Sunday. 
Ihe nm-off m^ be ^gfater dian esqier^ since several left- 
wing can£dates from tibefitst round have called on thdr sup- 
porters to back 0{xesca. The Bucharest ballots are seen as a 
key test of the popularity of the Democratic Convention, the 
loose coalition of cenne-ri^ groups which won 1996 par- 
liamentary elections, two years ahe:^ of fresh legislative and 
presidential elections. The dectums have been maned by 
voter apathy. Tiimout was 36.2 per cent only just above the 
level die ixevious wedeend wbm die balloc were cancdled 
because turnout did not reach 51 per cent No such zeqmre- 
mem was fixed for cbe new elections. 

Churchill considered poison gas 
attack on Germany 

LONDON (AF) — Vi^nstoo Cbuidul} considaed unleash- 
ing poison gas on Germany in die last year of '^^xld War D. 
The Guardian newspaper repented Monday. Citing a memo 
recently' discovered in Britain's pubbe aicbdves, the new^- 
per said Qnndull coiiteiEqplated a mustard gas attack diat 
would ‘drench the dties of Ruhr and many other cities in 
G^many m such a way tiiat OKisc of the population would be 
inquiring metfical aoentimL” Churdull’s comments were 
m^ in die letter to Geiieral Sir Hastings Ism^, secretary of 
die Cabinm, oa July one montii ate die D-Day 

landm^ the.newspaper s^ Tbe memo will be featured in 
a Scoteh Televidon programme. Secret ScMland. Tuesday. 
Churchill said the only reason that Genoany bad not used the 
gas cm Alte was because “d)ey fear retaliation. Not ootain- 
ly out ctf moral scruples or affection for us,” he wrote. But 
Cburi±iU added that he would not use the gas unless it could 
be shown it ivas or deadi for us'' or ‘‘it woitid shorten the 

war by a yeai;'’ Tbe Guardiaa said. “In tbe raeanvriiile, I want 
; mate studied in cold blood by seosiblepeo^ and OCX by 
that particular set of psalm-^iqgzqg urnfoCQ^ defeatists 
which one runs across now here now there," Chorchill wrote. 
Ate some stedy, Ismay tdd C3iuicfaill the ntilitaiy chiefs 
thought a gas att^ woi^ not have a “decisive” effect on the 
war and Cfautdifll accqtted their decision. 

Swiss hold U.S.-Egyptian citizen 
over creklit card fraud 

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — A dual citizen of the 
Unit^ States and Egypt is under arrest in Switzerland on 
charges, of credit «uxi fraud, Zurich state police said 
Mon^y. The 41-yte-old mao, who was not identified, 
was stopped at Zurich airport in April after a tip from air- 
line employees, a police statement said. He is wanted in 
the United States te use of stolen and forged credit cards 
and robbery, and a U.S. request for bis extradition is 
pending. The suspect was given a 10-month jail sentence 
for ciedt card fraud in Geneva in 1996 and deported. 
Zurich police said. Spokesman Hans Leuenberger said 
he had no details on where the man lived. He had fre- 
quently been seen on flints from Amsterdam to Cairo 
via Zurich, Leuenberger added. One of the credit cards 
tbe man was carrying was overdrawn by 70.000 francs 
($51,900). The suspect is accused of mafan g illegal pur- 
chases to die value of more than 200,000 Swiss francs 
($148,000), police said. The five cards, used all, had a 
credit limit between $250 and $350. Most of tte pur- 
chases were made at airport duty-free shops and on 
board aeroplanes, where crew members noticed frequent 
purchases he made widi different credit cards. 

Cold wave kills five in Moscow 
in last two weeks 

: ^ 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia's first cold wave of the sea- r, 
son has.alie^y Idlled four people in the last two weeks ' ' 
medical officials in Moscow said Monday. Interfax news ' 
agency smd tbe homeless and alcoholics were usually the y 
first victims of sudden temperature charges in Russia^ :' 
where the thennometer often dips below zero at night' : 
Meteorologists have predicted a particulariy hard wintei 
this year in Russia, where people are alre^ trying tc 
grapple with a severe economic crisis. 

Body of U.S, mountaineer cremated^ 

KATMANDU, Nep^ (AP) — A veteran U.S. climb^-^ 
who died while leadmg a nine-member trekking tMm 
Ml Kalapatar in the Himalayas two days ago was ctct 
mmed by his friends Monday. Lute Jerstad, 61, who $ 
1963 became one of the first Americans to climb ivM 
EveresL died of a heart attack Saturday in Tukla, just 1 S 
metres short of the 4,545 metre peak of Ml Kalapats 
From that high poinL Jerstad hoped to gaze on 
EveresL the peak he climbed 35 years ago. Jersi 
body was brought by helicopter to Katmandu and 
on the banks of the holy Bagmad Riven 
toefcfcing group he led included hu stepdaughter and 
12-yeY"0ld son. TTie group left Ka&nandu early- 
week for foe trek in the Everest region and was sc 
uled to return Friday. Jo'stad, of Portland, Oregon, 
climbed Everest — at 8,848 metres the world’s hi 
mountain — when be was 26, 
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' 'vi Ijnbco Geoi^evskL, leader of the ultra-nationalist party BMRO-DPMNE is mobbed by supporters celebrating 
tbeirvictOTy at the party's headquarters in the early Nov. 2 elections, following the second round of parliamentary 
' -1 Sections. Tlie country’s Prime Minister Branko Crvenkovsld conceded the defeat of his Social Democrat Party in 
■i'!: 8 speech to Uie nation (AfP photo) 

"'l/lacedonians reject government, 
’" vote in right-wing coaiition 


: SKOPJE (AFP) — Voters 

■ out Macedonia's 

-• “ social demociaiic govem- 

■ in legislative polls, 
iianding victory to the right- 
uTiig opposition, early 

■ A . showed Monday. 

Priine Minister Branko 
" '"tpnc^ed" 

- = ■ of Sutidaiy’s;. 

beg^" 

show the extent of the 
\'iciory. 

The opposition coalition 
• of the VMRO-DPMNE and 
"•'■rj Democratic Alternative 

■; rr ^ (dA). maintained the lead it 
• ■ ^ took in the first-round ballot 

- ■ on October 18, in tliis for- 

mer Yugoslav republic. 

results are 
expected later Monday. 

According to results given 
by party officials overnight, 
Cnenkovski's Social 
;iZ8n Democrat Party (SDSM) 

took around 29 seats. Ir held 
61 in the outgoing 120-seac 
pariiament. 

■ The opposition of Ljubco 
.. Ceofgi^sJd’s VMRO- 

. : DPMfffi and the DA. head- 

ed by Vasil Tupurkovski, 

•• lb have secured 59 

. scats. 


Confinuing his party's 
defeat in a televised address 
10 the nation early Monday, 
Crvenkovski said his 
"‘will be a useful and critical 
opposition. 

“We have shown how to 
govern, now we will show 
"mafil'is 

; obdpsition,’* ’’ Crvdnko'vsld 
' saitf lSlbfti''tBtf‘’head(iti’ahfef^ 
of his former Communist 
party. 

“We are not going to ques- 
tion the electoral results, 
and we say to the new gov- 
ernment that we will sup- 
port all the light decisions." 
he added. 

In its election campaign, 
the opposition coition 
stressed the need for eco- 
nomic, political and social 
reforms and promised new 
education law to allow for 
private schooling. 

Recession has seen unem- 
ployment soar to 40 per cent 
in Macedonia and the coun- 
try’s ethnic Albanian com- 
munity has been hit particu- 
larly hard. 

Thousands of people cele- 
brated overnight a central 
Skopje square, while drivers 


blared car boms across the 
city as the election results 
came in. 

Official results will show 
whether the VMRO- 
DPMNH-D.A coalition has 
garnered enough suppon to 
form a govemmeni. 

If it fails TO get a majority 
of..:seats, the Liberals of 
Petar Gosev have said they 
are ready to join a coalition. 
The pait>' is e.xpecied to 
secure around 4 seats. 

The coalition can also 
count on two deputies of the 
Socialist Party, analysts 
said. 

Geoigievski is expected to 
become the new premier, 
with Tupurkovski taking the 
parliamentary speaker's 
role. 

The parties representing 
the ethnic Albanian commu- 
nity — the moderate 
E>emocratic part>’ of 
Albanians jDPA) of Arben 
Xhaferi and the radical 
Party of Democratic 
Prosperity (PDP) headed by 
Abdurahman Aliii — 
looked set to become the 
third force in the assembly, 
with 24 seats. 


Georgievski and 

Tupurkovski. who pleaded 
for ethnic harmony during 
their election c^paign. 
indicated they would pro- 
pose that the 'Albanian par- 
ties join the government 

Xhaferi, who supports a 
cal! for independence by 
ethnic .Albanians in the 
neighbouring Kosovo, said 
during the campaign that 
.Aibanians were not suffi- 
ciently represented in the 
outgoing government 
where they held five min- 
istries. 

The Aibanians. who are 
mainly Muslim, make np 
about a quarter of the tw-o 
million inhabitants in the 
largely Orthodox country. 

Meanwhile. Wolfgang 
Schuessel, Foreign Minister 
of Austria which cuirently 
holds the presidency of ±e 
European Union. Monda>' 
called for the rapid forma- 
tion of a government and a 
"stable regime“ in 
Macedonia. 

The new government is 
expected to support calls for 
Macedonia to join the EU 
and N.ATO. 


SiOfficial says kidnapped Italian priest is alive 


- ■^:ZAhfflbANGA, 

Philippes (AP) — A 
governor said 
' "r a Jodnapped Italian 

P^i&alive, despite reports 
. j. lie had died in captivit>' due 
;‘'.;.topoorhealth. 

: ^Ike said Sunday they 

-• wcft checking uncoi^rmed 
■ ‘ reports that the Rev. Luciano 

"^redetti had died recently, 
^ teams sent, ro dig ar hi.s 
jOVil SDppos^ burial she found 
onhing. 

Nut Misuari, a former 
^^,.Wusljin sepmatisi . rebel 
p'J. diief now serving as gover- 
a southern 
Muslim region, 
cnnssarics who have 

:: with the' abductors 

.• n-r 


told him Benedetti was 
alive. 

Misuari is helping the gov- 
ernment negotiate for the 
release of Benedeni Md 
other foreign and Filipino 
captives still in the hands of 
kidnap gangs in the southern 
region of Mindanao. 

Benedetti. 54, from 
Trevi.so,' was kidnapped 
Sept. S by suspected Muslini 
rebels in Sihuco town in 
Zamboanga del Norte 
province, about 50 kilome- 
tres . northwest of 
Zamboanga Citv'- The kid- 
nappers demanded a ransom 
of 7 million pesos 
(S175.000), police said. 

At least 15 people have 


been kidnapped in the south- 
ern Philippines since last 
month. Benedetti was 
among five foreigners and 
five raipino traders still 
being held by their captors in 
the region. 

Gownuneni troops 

launched an offensive Friday 
against a suspected rebel lair 
in Sulu province, also in 
Mindanao, to cr^' to rescue 
two kidnapped Hong Kong 
citizens and a Malaysian. 

Military officials said the 
three captives have not been 
found. At least three d\il- 
ians, believed to be sympa- 
thisers of the kidnappers, 
have been lulled in sporadic 
gunfigfais between the troops 


and the suspected abductors. 

President Joseph Estrada 
has launched a high-profile 
campaign against ransom 
kidnappings and scored a 
major victoiy last month 
with the rescue of several 
kidnapping victims and the 
arrest of their abductors in 
Manila. 

Monday, police announced 
the arrest of three more sus- 
pects in the abduction of a 
Filipino-Chinese store 
owner, bis two children and 
a nepbeu' in suburban 
Quezon Cit>- in February. 

Estrada promised upon 
taking office in June to end 
the Iddnappings within six 
months. 


"" Death toll in Swedish fire rises to 62 


‘HI® GOTEBORG, SwwteD (.AP) 
..vv^After clin^g to life for 
^ days^ -two youths 
’ in a HsT^ -hall fire 

' Monday, bringing 

^ ^ inferno to 

••• . 'yi& mpdiK 17 people still 

V UL sfcasEve care, the figure 
■' go hi gher in what 

*n.'* Sweden’s worst 

-• ; ' of motion times. 


^ deat as. young as 12 
'^®^/6ider than 20, were 
S^'m.estimated 400 peo- 
*■' at k disco dance 
^ seoxwi-floor hall 


when an explosive fire broke 
out shortly before midnight 

Thursday. . 

The haU had been rented 
out for the night by the leu- 
anu the local assoaaiion ot 
Macedonian immigrants, to 
leenagers who arranged the 
dance. 

The hall had a legal eapaci- 
cv of only 150 and officios 
j^V it is pos.sible that tte 
ariansers allowed the 
haU ‘to be severely over- 
crowded could be ch^ed 
v^ith contributing to others 
deaths. 


“It's important that people 
ha\'e a clear understanding 
that the authorities' approv^ 
of the premises was not a 
joke.” chief prosecutor Ulf 
Noren. who is leading the fire 
investigation, was quoted as 
saying in the new'spiqTer 
Dagens Nyheter. 

However. Noren said, a 
decision on that question 
would wail until the cause of 
the fire has been detennined. 

The fire's ferociously qmck 
spread has prompted wide 
^peculation that it was seL 
But witnesses have given 


widely varying accounts — 
some saying it speared to 
start In the eqiupment used by 
the disc jockey and others 
saying there was smoke com- 
ing up from the emergency 
exit's stairway before the 
flames raced tirougb the hall. 

The emergency’ exit was 
blocked by flames, forcing 
the panick^ dancers to ny to 
flee down the one remaining 
stairway or le^ out of sec- 
ond-story' windows. 

Most of those at the dance 
were immigrants or children 
of immigrant parents. 
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Irish premier Ahern in 
Belfast to push peace 


BELFAST (AFP) — Irish 
Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem was heading to 
Belfast Monday for inten- 
sive roundtable talks aimed 
at kicksiarting the stalled 
Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

His move came after a 
weekend in which the 
province missed a key 
deadline of the April 10 
peace accord and witnessed 
another sectarian killing. 

Ahem was to hold a • 
series of private meetings 
with party leaders in a bid 
to break the deadlock over 
disarmament, which is 
holding up implementation 
of the agreement 

Northern Ireland's First 
Minister, David Trimble, 
refuses to let the IRA's 
political wing Sinn Fein sit 
on a shadow power-sharing 
e.xecutive until the Irish 
Republican Army begins 
disarming. 

Sinn Fein however points 
to the letter of the accord, 
which does not set any con- 
dition for membership of 
the executive and says only 
that disarmament must take 
place wi thin two years. 

The result is a stalled 


peace process, with both 
Trimble's Protestant 
Unionists and Roman 
Catholic republicans blam- 
ing each other for failing to 
create the executive and a 
cross-border body compris- 
ing mini sters from Dublin 
and Belfast by the end of 
October. 

The need to step up the 
pace of implementation 
was underlined by politi- 
cians on all sides after the 
weekend murder in Belfast 
of a Catholic man by rene- 
gade loyalists. 

Brian Sen'ice. 35. was 
shot dead as he walked 
home overnight Friday in 
an attack claimed by a 
group calling itself the Red 
Hand Defenders. 

Trimble and his Catholic 
deputy Seamus Mallon 
issued a joint statement 
insisting the peace process 
would not be jeopardised 
by the shooting. 

“If this murder is 
designed to der^ the peace 
then it will fail," they said. 

The group of disaffected 
loyalists who oppose the 
peace agreement emerged 
in the summer when they 
claimed responsibility for a 


blast bomb attack which 
killed a Catholic police 
officer during riots in 
PortadowD. 

Mallon said the killing 
reinforced the need for 
speedy political progress, 
adding he hoped the 
involvement of Ahem 
would focus political 
minds on just how serious 
the situation was. 

He also suggested a shad- 
ow executive might not 
come into existence until 
legislation giving it real 
powers takes effect in 
February. 

‘i think what is going to 
happen because of the fail- 
ure to meet the Oct. 31 
deadline is that shadow 
period will be looked upon 
very differently and we will 
move directly into the situ- 
ation of devolution without 
a shadow period,” be said. 

Sunday. Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams said he bad 
discussed blockages to the 
peace process with British 
premier Tony Blair 
Saturday. 

“I put it to him that he has 
a responsibility to see that 
this agreement is imple- 
mented as urgently as pos- 


sible," Adams told 

reporters. 

He accused Unionist 
leaders of a “deliberate go- 
slow,” saying they were 
“determine to undo the 
agreement.” 

Adams added: 

“Republican guns have 
been silenced, they have 
been taken out of commis- 
sion.*' 

Northern Ireland Minister 
Paul Murphy conceded it 
was “disappointing" that 
the Oct. 31 deadline for 
agreement on the new 
cross-border body had not 
been met. 

"TTiough we have slipped 
a bit, there is no question 
that work is being done, 
and a lot of detailed work at 
that," he told BBC radio. 

Decommissioning was “a 
difficulty. No one expected 
that any of this was going 
to be easy. But the decom- 
missioning issue doesn't 
affect the cross-border bod- 
ies.” 

Murphy said he expected 
“devolution day" — when 
the frill executive takes 
over from the shadow exec- 
utive — to be in February' 
or March. 


Malaysia police fan 
out before Anwar trial 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Several dozen riot police 
with shields and batons 
fanned out Monday outside 
a courthouse in Malaysia’s 
capital moments before the 
criminal uial of sacked 
Finance Minister Anwar 
IbraMm was due to begin. 

Police also rook up posi- 
tions at adjacent Merdeka 
(Freedoin) Square, which 
was quieL More than 100 
journalists waited outside 
the courthouse where 
Anwar's trial was set to 
Stan at 9 a.m. (0100 GMT). 

Supporters of Anwar had 
called for a street demon- 
stration outside the court- 
house but there was no sign 
of protesters. 

Traffic on the wide 
boulevard between the 
courthouse and the central 
square w'as nonnal. 

Anwar was sacked as 
deputy' prime minister and 
finance minister on Sept. 2 
and arrested 18 days later 
after leading 30,000 anti- 
govemmem protesters 
trough the streets of the 
capital and Merdeka 
Square. 

He was later indicted on 
10 counts of corruption and 
sodomy. He has pleaded 
not guilty to all of the 
charges. 

M^aysia does not have a 
jury system and the allega- 
tions w'lU be heard by a sin- 
gle judge, Augustine Paul. 

Malaysia's attorney-gen- 
eral said Saturday that the 


BEUING (AFP) — 
Chinese archaeologists 
have discovered a section 
of the Great Wall dating 
back more than 1,400 
years, some 700 kilometres 
west of Beijing, ±e official 
Xinhua news agency 
reported Monday. 

The report quoted Wang 
Huimin, an au±ority on the 
Great Wall from the 
Ningxia Institute of 
.Archaeology, as saying the 
25-kiiometre long section 
was built in the Sui dy'nasty 
(581.618 AD). 

W'ang, who has just com- 
pleted a two-month field 
study, said the Sui Great 
Wall located in Mus Us 
desert in northern Ningxia 
province was totally differ- 
ent from other parts of the 
Great Wall in color and 
architectural structure. 

Most pans of the Great 
Wall, which dates back 
more than 2,0(X} y'ears, 


High Court trial was 
expected to last until next 
June and that Anwar would 
then be charged with more 
sexual offences. 

Anwar has said he is the 
victim of a conspiracy to 
ruin his political career. 

Anwar’s trial is at the 
heart of the political unrest 
that has gained momentum 
since his airesi. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad told Reuters 
Saturday he believed 
Anwar's supporters, who 
have mounted sporadic 
protests in the capital, 
wanted to topple the gov- 
ernment to prevent his trial. 

London-based Amnesty 
International said Anwar’s 
trial was a critical test for 
the future of human rights 
in Malaysia. 

“The significance of 
today's trial goes far 
beyond the fate of Anwar 
Ibrahim,'’ the human rights 
group said in a statement. 

“The trial and its out- 
come will influence the 
path Malaysia takes as a 
society, either towards 
greater respect for the 
human rights principles 
enshrined in the Malaysian 
Constimtioa... or towmxls a 
more repressive climate 
marked by the arbitraiy and 
selective use of the law for 
political purposes,” it said. 

Amnesty said it consid- 
ered Anwar to be a prisoner 
of conscience imprisoned 
for his political activity. 


were either light yellow in 
color or blue-grey. 

The remains of the Sui 
Great Wall, made of red 
sandy soil and purple silt- 
stone. are from one to 2.8 
metres high and five to 13 
metres wide, with the 
remains of a ditch on the 
outer side. 

He said most parts of the 
Great Wall built in other 
dynasties were made of 
packed-down soil or bricks. 

Wang said traces of the 
wall were first spotted in a 
photo taken from a U.S. 
space shuttle during a Sino- 
U.S. joint research pro- 
gramme on the Great Wall 
and Silk Road in the desens 
of w'estem China. 

As the section was buried 
under the desert for a long 
time, it was not discovered 
until desert control efforts 
dispersed the sands, inch by 
Inch, and it rose higher and 
higher above the ground 


Anwar, who won interna- 
tional respect as finance 
minister, has called on 
Mahathir to step down after 
17 years in power. 

Several rights groups 
including Amnesty and 
several legislators from the 
Philippines were expected 
to send obsen'ers to the 
trial. 

But Malaysia's chief jus- 
tice said at the weekend 
there would be no special 
arrangements for either for- 
eign news organisations or 
foreign observers. 

The presiding judge ruled 
last month that the trial 
would be held in English to 
accommodate international 
media, which has closely 
covered the unrest in 
Malaysia. 

But the chief justice later 
said by law the trial had to 
be conducted in Babasa 
Malaysia. Anwar's lawyers 
smd ^e judge had the dis- 
cretion to allow English 
also to be used during the 
trial. 

In the first phase of the 
trial, the court was to hear 
four of the five corruption 
charges. Each of the cor- 
ruption counts carries a 
maximum penalty of 14 
years in jail and a 20,0(X) 
ringgit ($5,000) fine. 

Each of the five sodomy 
charges carries a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in jail 
and whipping. 


over the past decade. 

The Sui Great Wall lies 
parallel to a 178-kilometre- 
long section of wall built in 
the Ming Dvnasc\' (1368- 
1644 A.D.). ' 

According to historical 
records, the total length of 
the Great Wall, built over 
many dynasties, is some 
6.(^0 kilometres. 

The Sui Great Wall 
stretches over 350 kilome- 
tres from Suide in Shaanxi 
province to Lingwu in 
Ningxia. 

Wang said most of what is 
called the Sui Great Wall 
was rebuilt during the Ming 
Dynasty. The newly discov- 
ered section is the onlv'part 
found so far that was actu- 
ally built during the Sui 
Dynasty. 

Construction of the Great 
Wall, which was meant to 
keep out invaders, began in 
the Qin dynasty (221-207 
BQ. 


Guatemala 
plane 
crash kills 
twelve 

GUATEMALA CITY (R) 
— Twelve people died and 
six — all American 
women — were badly 
injured when a small plane 
crashed into a mountain 
Sunday in thick fog and 
rain in southwestern 
Guatemala, officials said. 

They said the dead could 
also include U.S. citizens. 

Carlos Barrios, of the 
Fire Brigade in the district 
of Quetzaltenango, told 
Reuters the six injured sur- 
vivors were all American 
women. National Fire 
Brigade spokesman 

Williams de Leon added it 
seemed the dead were also 
U.S citizens. 

“Due to the registration 
of the aircrafr and the 
appearance of the \ictims, 
we presume they were for- 
eigners though we are not 
fully certain they were 
Americans,” de Leon told 
reporters. 

The small aircraft, which 
apparendy may have 
belonged to a Christian 
missionan' organisation 
operating in the Central 
American country, 

ploughed into a hillside in 
the district of 
Quetzaltenango, near the 
town of Chajabal 
Olintetepue, 1 80 km 
southwest of Guatemala 
City. 

The six crash sur\’ivors 
were seriously injured and 
spoke no Spanish. One 
said she was from the U.S. 
state of California and 
three others said they 
came from the state of 
Missouri. Barrios said. He 
did not say where the other 
two bad said they came 
from. 

Barrios said the area was 
badly affected by rain and 
thick fog because of tropi- 
cal depression Mitch, a 
storm that has caused 
widespread damage in 
Central America this 
week. 

Preliminary reports said 
the plane had taken off 
from the lowm of Playa 
Grande in the district of 
Quiche, 240 km north of 
the capital and had run 
into bad weather. 

Mitch, at one stage one 
of the most powerful 
Atlantic hurricanes this 
century, has caused at least 
S75 deaths throughout 
Central America over ±e 
past week. By late on 
Sunday, the storm was dis- 
sipating itself over the 
Mexican-Guatemalan bor- 
der, near the Mexican 
Pacific coast dtj' of 
Tapachula, the ’ U.S. 
National Hurricane Centre 
said in a bulletin. 


Chinese archaeologists 
uncover Great Wall 
section under desert sand 
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Peace via peaceful means 

IT IS certainly the right of individuals and 
groups to express their opinion or judge- 
ment on the peace process in general and 
the recent Wye River deal in particular, but 
to incite violence against peace and peace- 
makers is unacceptable. The former is 
dearly a constitutional right which should 
be upheld, but the latter is illegal under 
existing laws in the countiy and should not 
be tolerated. This dictum applies to all 
Jordanians and political parties of all per- 
suasions. Hamas and its followers are obvi- 
ously no exception to the rule. This is our 
understanding of the recent warning of the 
government against Hamas and parties 
which have intentionally and deliberately 
called for \iolent opposition to the Wye 
River agreement that was reached between 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser .Arafat last week in Washington. 

It is unfortunate that Hamas in the West 
Bank and Gaza has declared a war against 
the Wyc accord upon its conclusion and 
promised to carry out more violent attacks 
against Israeli targets. Hamas further esca- 
lated its tone in the wake of the clampdown 
on its members in the W'est Bank and Gaza 
Strip by the Palestinian authorities and 
threatened the lives of Palestinian ofBcials. 
There are certainly a great many reserva- 
tions about the way the peace process has so 
far been conducted, but to declare jihad 
against those people who still believe that it 
offers the best hope for Palestinians and 
Israelis despite its shortcomings is anathe- 
ma to our principles, ideas and laws. Hamas 
should play the game by the rules. The 
Islamist party may say anything it wants 
against recent agreements with Israel but it 
cannot silence others who have a different 
interpretation of these peace pacts, by 
intimidation and threat to their lives. 

The government is therefore right on 
course to warn those who are vehemently 
Opposed to the Wye agreement not to resort 
to violence or incitement. The Wye deal has 
its opponents in both the Israeli and 
Palestinian camps. If the extremists in both 
camps have it their own way there will be a 
lot of bloodshed, and only the innocent will 
suffer. It is therefore the responsibiliri' of all 
governments of the region and the peace- 
makers to ensure that violence will have no 
opportunity to derail peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Kii’i’s Tjreq Massarwah lashed out at the United 
liT niajrijininL: the ei*:ht-year-old sanctions on 
[liiij He '..lid th.if rlien President George Bush deliv- 
, eroij .-rveeli in 1991 addressing the American people 
i lie-eri^iinc the allies' \ictor\ after evicting Saddam 
■ Hussein's forces *r<im Kuwait. Bush announced that the 
•lilies were able to destroy Iraq’s entire arsenal of 
' '•■•e.ip-’ns .'f mass destruciion. How come, asked the 
wruc. iliC i. niseJ .States .mnounced this cichi vears 
.:e«\ ;:nd s:i|} inipnscs these alnxious sanctions on the 
Irikp rci’pic. He said the world must do something to 
sj'. e tifc Iraqi children dying every day as a result of 
fhcse unjustitled and inhuman sanctions. 

Al Oustmir'.s Jihad Momam supported Iraq in its deci- 
sion to hah Its cLH'Pemiion with the United Nations 
Specia! Commission tUNSCOMi. He said Iraq needed 
. !■» tcil the world once again about their plight and how 
; Ciis_\ ;i ha' .betonie lor the L.’.N. lo evlend the sanctions. 
He '.iiJ the process ol cMcnding the sanctions does not 
tai.e ihe \ nned Nations Security Council more than 15 
ntinmes. 'oui Iraq must be prepared to risk a military 
, C'’:iiri''!i!.:ti'.>n 'aiih the Lniled States in order 10 gain 
a‘l> atlerilion. said .Momani, He added that Iraq’s laiut 
, cn-is with the L N.. earlier this year, gained Iraq peo- 
ple s s^mparh) and caused division within Arab .states 
, '•upp«»."ung the sanctions. The Iraqi le.idership realises 
; ihai sa.^cd^^s will not be lifted unless LT'ISCOM is 
I cori’.'jntly hara.s.sed. daim.s Momani. or it makes some 
small nti.'iakc that will render its mission invalid. 


View from the Fourth Circle 


Rami G. Khourf 


Humility in a place of enduring spirituality 


(BETHABARA, THE JORDAN VALLEY) — This site 
and region called Bethabara is an appropriate place front 
which to reflect on several is.sues that simultaneously 
preoccupv us these days — issues of war wd peace in the 
Holv Land, the Millennium celebrations in the year 
2000, and the overriding challenge of sustainable human 
development in an environmentally .sensitive manner. 
Bethabara is the ancient name of a settlement that dates 
back to the lime of Jesus Christ, who wa.s one of several 
Abrahamic prophets and personalities who gave it its his- 
torical and spiritual importance. This is the settlement 
(village’.* hamlet?) where John the Baptist lived and bap- 
ti.sed. and in the Bible it is usually called “Bethany 
beyond the Jordan" (John 1:28). though the name 
Bethabara was also given to il in the 3rd Century AD. In 
Arabic and Greek it has also been known by such other 
names such .Al Maghtas. Beit ‘Abarah. Beit ‘Anya, 
Safsafas. and ‘.Aynon. This is the place where the prophet 
Elijah miraculously walked over the Jordan River (with 
his anointed successor the prophet Elisha) and ascended 
to heaven on a chariot and horses of fire (the small hill 
that forms the core of Bethabara/Beihany beyond the 
Jordan has been known for centuries, if not miiiennia. as 
Elijah's Hill, or Tell Mar Elias in Arabic). Moses 
finalised his laws here before walking up to nearby Mt. 
Nebo to view the promj.sed land and die. and this is the 
area where God appeared to Moses and Jo.shua ‘in a pil- 
lar of cloud." Here also Joshua crossed the Jordan River 
to enter the promised land, and the biblical leaders 
iephthah and Gideon may both have crossed the Jordan 
Ri\*er at the ford here as they battled foes such as the 
Midianites and the Ephroimites. The site of 
Bethabara/Bethany beyond the Jordan has been rediscov- 
ered in recent years and i.s now being excavated and con- 
served by the Jordanian Department of Antiquities. 
Infrastructural works are being built 10 allow visitors and 
pilgrims to visit (his region that is spiritually and histori- 
cally significant to Muslims. Christians and Jews alike. 
The site is IcKaied long the southern bank of the smalt 
spring-fed stream called Wadi Kharrar. less than two 
kilometres east of the Jordan River, eight kilometres 
north of the Dead Sea. and ju.st half an hour from 
Amman. The Wadi Kharrar is a magical oasis of lush 
greeneiy, frogs, birds, and the occasional wild boar with- 


in a w'ider e.\panse of rich farmlands. On its short route 
lo the Jordan River, the Wadi Kharrar passes through the 
farmlands, and then through a stark and desolate area of 
white marl hills that was part of the wilderness where 
JcftiK Spend 40 days after he had been baptised by John 
in the Bethabara region. Then the wadi winds its way 
through a thick forest adjacent to the Jordon River (the 
biblical “Jungle of the Jordan”), before breaking through 
the l5-mcttc-high cliffs flanking the river itself and 
merging with the Jordan River for a final slow, meander- 
ing Journey to the EJead Sea. 

We have here a unique micro-environment of a spring 
and lush wadi oasis within, successively, a marl desert, a 
dense tropical forest, and rich arable farmlands, all 
enveloped by a wide plain leading to the mountains on 
the east and west banks of the Jordan River. The 
Bethabara/Bethany region between the settlement at 
Elijah’s Hill and the Jordan River offers a deeply moving 
combination of spirituality and natural splendour. It wiU 
be exploit for touristic purposes for many years to 
come, and also for religious pilgrimages. But now. before 
this site is developed and opened for mass tourism, we 
should perhaps pause for a moment and ponder the mes- 
sage that this magical and blessed place may be trying to 
tell us — {^rhaps has been trying to tell us ever since 
Abraham and Moses passed this way several thousand 
years ago. I see two major challenges that 
Beihabaia/Bethany places before us all. The first is rather 
straightforward: Jordanians and their spiritual soul broth- 
ers around the world who seek to make this site acc^si- 
ble to tourists and pilgrims are challenged to do so in a 
manner that respects and preserves the spiritual and eco- 
logies integrity of this region. 

Jeudan has a relatively poor track record of preserving 
the natural integrity of its cultural heritage and environ- 
mental resources (witness Jerash and Petra, for example). 
We must institute much stricter self-control on the 
instinct to built and pave, so as not to turn 
Bethalxira/Bethany beyond the Jordan into another sou- 
venir bazaar. Hie second challenge is more complex: we 
should try to understand the relationship between land 
and prophecy, between God, geography and humankind. 
What dMs it mean to us today that God sent all these 
prophets to this same place, repeatedly trying to send us 


a message about how we sho^d behave towards one 
another and towards a higher spiritual covenant that aims 
to help us live a righteous life? The celebrations of the 
Millennium provide the opportunity to address these two 
challenges simultaneously, and to i^der the full signif- 
icance of what it means that Elijah, Moses, Joshua, 
Elisha. Jesus, and John the Baptist once stood on this 
spot. The biblical texts are notoriously imprecise in terms 
of historical geography, and much about the historicity 
and geography of these prophets and places is contested, 
even imaginary for some people. The moral legacy is 
much stronger, more enduring, and — for all of us in the 
modem Middle East — compellingly relevant Is it pos- 
sible. for example, diat we can aU commemorate be 
Milleimium while also allowing colonial occupation and 
settlement of land, and terror against civilians, to contin- 
ue in the same area where God repeatedly sent these and 
other prophets to preach a messa^ of tolerance, justice 
and. above all. humility? Is the Milleaniura essentially a 
touristic or an ethical jamboree? Is it about what hap- 
pened 2(X}0 years ago. or about how we are adWsed to 
five our lives today and in tiie future? Does a prcqidietic 
message have a shelf life? What precisely, were Moses. 
Joshua. Elijah. John the Baptist and Jesus all doing here? 
Did God send them here to pave the way for mass 
tourism in the 20tb and 21st centuries, or to pave the way 
for a life of justice, tolerance and peace among people 
of different ethmeity and fmth? The answers to these 
questions — and the proper historical content in which to 
assess them — are appropriately sought in places iite 
Bethabara/Bethany beyond the Jordan, and ocher sites of 
recurring spirituality. The whole point about these places 
and the prophets that made them so special, however, is 
not mainly about the place, but about the moral princi- 
ples and dictates that are associated with the place. Ar^ 
Israeli peace negotiators who seek to excha^e land for 
peace, or land for security, or land for dinner at the White 
House, or whatever tUs show is all about these days, 
should perhaps come here to Bethabara/Bethany beyond 
the Jordan and spend a few hours amidst the spectacular 
natural and spiritual beauty of this place, in order to refo- 
cus more clearly on what is important in life, and also on 
what is virtuous, sustainable, and — above all — what is 
just and humble in life. 


The international Criminal Court: 
Setting the record straight 


ON 17 JULY 1998. in Rome. 160 
nations decided to establi.<ih a perma- 
nent International Criminal Court 
(ICC) to try individuals for the most 
serious offences of global concern, 
such as genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. The agree- 
ment was hailed by United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan as “u 
giant step forward in the march 
towards universal human rights and 
the rule of law.” But some critics 
think the ICC will be. ut best, un 
ineffective body, and at worst, u dan- 
gerous threat to national sovereignty. 
This fact sheer addresse.s some com- 
mon questions and misconception.s. 

The U.N, General .Assembly first 
recogni.scd the need for such a court 
in 1948, following the Nuremberg 
and Tokyo trials after World War if, 
and it has been under discu.ssion at 
the U.N. ever since. But recently, the 
horrific events in the former 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda, for which 
ad hoc tribunals were established by 
the U..N'. Securiiy Council, spurred 
international interest in the need for 
a permanent mechanism lo prosecute 
mass murderers and war criminals. .A 
permanent court would be able to act 
more quickly than ad hoc bodies, 
and would serve a> a stronger deter- 
rent. 

The statute of the court, which was 
jppro\ed in Rome bs an unrecorded 
vote of I2H in favour and seven 
again.st. with 21 abstentions, will 
enter into force after sixty coumrie.s 
have ratified it. This process usuoJIv 
requires the approval of the national 
legislature. The statute has already 
been signed by ,'() countries, as a 
statemem of intent to seek ratifica- 
tion. and will remain open for signa- 
ture until December .'1, 2000. The 
scat of the court will be at The 
Hague, in the Nciherhmds. but it will 
be authorised to tn>' ca.scs in other 
venues when appropriate. 

Crimes within the iurisdiction of 
the court are genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, such as 
widespread or systematic extermina- 
tion of civilians, ensluvcmcm. tor- 
ture. rape, forced pregnancy, perse- 
cution on political, racial, ethnic or 
religious grounds, and enforced dis- 
appearances. The court's statute lists 
and defines all these crimes lo avoid 
ambiguity. 

There was wide support in Rome 
for including aggrcssivin as a crime, 
but insufficient lime to agree on u 
precise definiiion. As a result, the 

Statute provides that crimes of 
aggression can be prosecuted by the 
court when the states parlies reach 
agreement at a rev iew conference on 
the definition, element.s and condi- 
tions under which the coun will 
exercise jurisdiction over this crime. 
Since the sijiutc states that any 
agreement must be con'^islcnt with 
the U.N. Charter, it would require 
prior determination by the Security 
Council of an act of aggression. 

Although there was also consider- 
able interest in including terrorism 
and drug crimes in the court's man- 
date. countries could not agree in 
Rome on a definition of terrorism. 


and .some countries felt investigation 
of drug offences would be beyond 
the court's resources. They passed a 
consensus re.solution recommending 
that states parties consider inclusion 
of such crime.s at a future review 
conference. 

The statute includes crimes of sex- 
ual violence such as rape, sexual 
slavery and forced pregnancy, as 
crimes against humanity 'when they 
are committed as part of a wide- 
spread or systematic attack directed 
against any civilian population. They 
ore also war crimes when committed 
in international or imeraal armed 
conflict.s. 

National courts will always have 
juri.sdiction. Under the principle of 
•‘complemcntariiy.” the International 
Criminal Court will act only when 
national courts are unable or unwill- 
ing. Unfortunately, in some coun- 
tries. in times of conflict or social 
and political coIiap.se. there may be 
no courts capable of dealing proper- 
ly with these rs'pcs of crimes. It may 
also be that the government in power 
is unwilling to prosecute its own cit- 
izens, especially if they are high- 
ranking. Since tiiose commit crime.s 
under the statute often crn.ss borders, 
it i> necessary for Mates to be able lo 
cooperate to capture and punish 
them. The international Criminal 
Coun w«iuid provide un option in 
such cases. The Imemational Court 
of Justice deal.s only with disputes 
between states, not criminal acts by 
individuals. 

Cases can be referred to the coun 
by states. The court's pro.secutor can 
also initiate .in investigation into a 
crime that has come to his or her 
attention, (n .such cases, the court 
could only exercise jurisdiction if 
the stale in whose territory the crime 
was commiued. or the .stale of the 
nuiionality of the accused, is party to 
the statute. Cases can also be 
referred lo the coun by the U.N. 
Security Council, acting under 
Chapter Vll of the U.N. Charter. In 
such cases, because the Council's 
actions under Chapter VII are of a 
mandatory nature, the court could 
exercise jurisdiction even when nei- 
ther (he .Slate In who.se icrritory the 
crimes have been commiued nor the 
state of nationality of the accused i.s 
a party. 

There arc checks and balances built 
into the process. The prosecutor can- 
not even Sian an investigation with- 
out permis.sion from a pre-trial 
chamber of three judges. The suspect 
and the states concerned also have 
the right to challenge investigation 
by the prosccuior. In addition, .states 
and ihe accused con challenge the 
jurisdiction of ihc court or the 
admissibility of ihe case ai the trial 
.stage. The pro.secuior is obligated lo 
defer io states able and willing to 
pursue their own investigations. 
Moreover, the U.N. Security Council 
can request the coun to defer inves- 
tigation or prosecution of a particu- 
lar case for renew'able one-year peri- 
od.s. These measures will ensure that 
ci'-es arc substantial and de^rve 
investigation and pro.secutiun bv the 


court. 

The court’s statute establishes the 
highest international standards and 
guarantees of due process and fair 
trial. Judges must meet a number of 
criteria of outstanding professional 
competence as well as geographical 
and gender representation. They will 
be elected by the states parties to the 
court’s statute, by no le.ss than a two- 
ibirds majority. 

Based on evidence presented by 
the pro.secuior. the pre-trial chamber 
can issue an international arrest war- 
rant obligating all stales party to the 
court’s statute to arrest that individ- 
ual. In cases referred to the court by 
the Security Council under Chapter 
VII of the U.N. Charter, which gives 
the Council enforcement powers 
binding on all countries, the court 
would be able to request the Security 
Council to use those powers to com- 
pel cooperation. 

Some countries are prevented by 
(heir laws from extraditing a war 
criminal to another country for pros- 
ecution. However, during the negoti- 
ations for the court, many countries 
slated that their extradition laws 
would not prevent thepi from deliv- 
ering a suspect to an international 
court. Other coumrie.s indicated they 
would change their laws. 

Under existing international law. 
the .state in whose territory genocide, 
war crimes or crimes against human- 
ity have been committed or whose 
citizens arc victims of such crimes is 
legally obligated to investigate and 
|MT>Mrcuic persons accused of .such 
crime.s. Trial by the coun would, in 
almost all such cases, sen’e to raise 
the standard of due process of sol- 
diers accused of war crimes. The 
court’s statute does nnl violate any 
existing principle of treaty law. nor 
has it created any entitlements or 
legal obligations not already existing 
under international law. 

The couri'.s .statute serves to protect 
peacekeepers by outlawing attack.s 
against soldiers or U.N. personnel 
involved in humanitarian assistance 
or peacekeeping. Also, it docs not 
affect existing arrangements with 
respect to U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
siun.s. since troop-contributing coun- 
tries continue lo retain criminal 
jurisdiction over their own soldiers 
nn .such mis.sions. 

Provided the country where the 
alleged crimes occurred is a state 
party or ihe U.N. Security Council 
refers the case lo the court* a citizen 
can be prosecuted from a country 
that is not party to the agreement 
establishing the court. However, 
under the principle of complemen- 
tarity. the court will act only if the 
national court of the accused docs 
not prosecute him or her. 

The intent behind allowing states 
parties to withdraw from the treaty 
for up to seven years is to allow a 
stale lime to change its national laws 
or policy to conform to the provi- 
sions of the statute. 

UNDP press release 




To His Majesty 


To the editor: 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO. USA. we send our best 
wishes to our beloved King. Sayidna. w^ wish you a 
happy birthday, a full recovery and a prosperous life. 

Sayidna, your image never left our minds. We are 
longing to see you return home safely and to see again 
the face that taught us to have hope. I can’t fomet the 
day I saw you three years ago at your graodfoiher'S' 
mosque: I looked at your face for a moment then asked 
God to protect you and to mainiaiD you. the kind father, 
the great teacher and the wise leader. 

Our father always tells us that you are the jewel in the 
crown of us all. 

Nobody can dismiss what you are doing to bring the 
whole region a comprehensive peace so that next gener- 
ations may work mgetber. Sayidna, our father had the 
honour to be at your home with the Jordanian delegation 
to the peace negotiations, and to shake your hands. We 
have a photo of this on our web page, at our home in 
Ammon and in San Francisco, but more than this, in our 
hearts. 

Naser Abdel-Hamid Al-mualla, 
Amer Abdel-Hamid Al-Mnalla, 
na5er@sirios.com. 


Don’t throw stones 

To the editor; 

WHILE IT is true that perception.^ among Americans 
regarding Arab Americans can and should improve, the 
letter written by Marina Sanchez-Rashid really stretch- 
es. twists, and convolute.s all reality, i think of many 

movie.s where Hispanics are portrayed in not so glowing 
terms: howev’er, tiiere ore others where they arc por- 
trayed more than fairly, I find it disingenuous on the part 
of Ms. Sanchez-Rashid that she makes blanket, gen^- 
isations about how Hispanics are portrayed (she fails to 
mention one movie which illustrates her point) and then 
concludes that it is an “evil ploy” by those who she con- 
tends run Wall Street, the U.S. Congress and Hollywood. 
While she does not specifically label this group. 1 
believe .she is talking about Jews. Sanchez-Rashid 
denounces bow Hi.xpanics are portrayed in movies and 
then hypocritically blames an entire ethnic group. 

JrfFrey L. Hoffer, 
Los Angeles. California, 
U.S. 


Ethnic stereotyping 

To the editor: 

IN ITS November 1 edition, the Jordan Times published 
a letter from Marina Sanchez-Rashid addressing ethnic 
stereotyping in the American film industry. Ms. 
Sanchez-Rashid concludes with the rhetorical questions: 
“A.sk yourselves: Who owns Hollywood? Let me git's 
you a hint: It i.s the same group that owns Wall Street and 
ha.s incredible influence in the U.S. Congress... any 
gues.ses???” 

We presume she refers to those Elders of Zion and 
Jewish conspirators a.s are left unmentioned by the let- 
ter s heading, ‘Hollywood's Evil Ploy.* In the putative 
service of anti-racialism, the lener writer and a Jordan 
Times .sub-editor join in a raci.st speech act that relics on j 
ancient stereotypes and antagonistic misinformation. A ' 
conclusion that perpetuates another stereotype severely 
wrongs an argument against stereotypes. 

JoeLodtard. 
English DephitmeDti 
322 Wheeler HaB. 
Uiuversity of California 
Berkeley, CA 94726. 
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The Prince and the ‘Noble People’ of the Caucasus 
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His Royal Highness Prince Ali Ben Hussein 
set out on horseback on September 9 with a 
team of fourteen Circassian riders on a jour- 
ney which was to take them from Jordan to 
the Caucasus region of Russia, 

Below the Prince expleuns the motives 
behind the trip, his interest in the Circassian 
culture — a culture that he is keen to pre^ 
serve — and provides some insight into his 
reUtdonskip with his father, His M^'esty 
Ring Hussein. 

Interview by Maher Attoum 

Sigma News Agency 

QUESTION: Yonr Royal Highness^ today 
yoD are defending the cultural rights of the 
Circassian moontaineers. Could you tell ns 
who the Circassians are and why are juu 
interested in issue? 

ANSWER; According to legend, when God 
was creating the earth He carried all the 
mountains in a bag in order to distribute them 
across the land. The devil seeing his chance 
slit a bole in the bottom of the bag and all the 
mountains fell in one area between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian. So God made that land 
the one place in the world where the devil 
would not be able to penetrate and make its 
people evU, since life would be hard enough 
for them as it is. 

The North Caucasuses is described by many 
visitors as Eden itself, with warm rich low- 
lands followed by majestic forests and alpine 
pastures, abandoned rivers and lakes, super- 
imposed by eternally snow-capped peaks. 
Th^e are the Frosty Caucasus of which 
Shakespeare sang, and which dwarf the Alps. 
Mount Elbrus, the tallest mountain in Europe, 
where legend has it, bem'een its two peaks the 
Ark rested on its way to Ararat. Kazbek, 
where Prometheus was chained, known in 
ancient Greek legend as the Land Of The 
Golden Fleece, the land of fables and dreams, 
from which Tolstoy. Lermontov and Pushkin 
drew their inspiration. 

The Circassians are an ancient race, com- 
posed of twelve tribes, who have been 
dwelling in the mountains of the North Cau- 
casus and along the Black Sea coast since 
itne immemorial. Many would-be invaders 
had found them a terrible foe, Roman 
legions, Attila, Gengis Khan. Arabs. Temir- 
'ane and the Persians, who called the Cauca- 
sus 'Sedi Iskender." or the barrier of Alexan- 
der. The might>' conqueror had set out to pos- 
sess the world and met his first check here. 
Having never been conquered, the Circas- 
sians have managed to preserve their ancient 
culture without outside influences up until the 
Lime of the Russian invasion, chat began in the 
late 18th century and which flamed into a ter- 
rible war, which lasted over a hundred years. 

The ,CiFcas.sjws. ireedorp-lqvmg and l^ljL. 
IwjgbV desperately ^d fiercely^' eaniihg ^em . ' 
seh’es iegehdan.' status and. respect tbrcugh- 
bot Europe and the Middle *^" 1 . For one him- 
d^ years they held ali the might of the 
Czar's armies at bay, preventing them from 


colonial expansion and the long-cberisbed 
Russian dream of an over-land route to India. 
It was said that one Circassian is worth ten of 
anyone else, and their struggle is best 
described by the great Russian poet Mikhail 
Lermonotov, who wrote in the times of the 
Russo-Caucasus wars: “Circassian treasure 
rueful dreams. Circassian hearth is their 
supreme, but freedom, fieedom for the man is 
more than peace and motherland.’* 

The war lasted until -1864 resulting in the 
death of over half of the entire Circassian 
population, and the two great powers of the 
time. Russia and Turkey, collaborated to 
cause the forced migration of over half the 
entire remaining population to the Ottoman 
Empire. Russia wanted the Circassian land 
for its emancipated peasants, and Turkey 
needed fresh blood for its armies in the 
Balkans. The Circassian expulsion was the 
largest mass exodus in modem times and 
another third of them perished along the way 
irom disease and starvation. 

It is estimated that if not for the war, Cir- 
cassians today would number over 25 mil- 
lions or more, instead of less than six millions 
spread out in countries all over the world. 

Yet, wherever the Circassians went they 
contributed tremendously to the countries that 
they now live in. They were the first people to 
settle in revived modem Amman. tVTien 
Prince, later King Abdullah, arrived in Trans- 
Jordan. they welcomed him, and during a 
rebellion in the early days of the Emirate they 
camped around his palace to protect him and 
were then given the honour of being the 
King’s personal guards. Nowadays, they can 
still be seen guarding the palaces and the 
Royal Court in their fabulous and romantic 
costumes. The Circassians have served in 
every government and militaiy office, and are 
well-lmowD for their honesty and loyaltv'. 
Today then? arc roughly one hundred thou- 
sand Circassians in Jordan, five million in 
Turkey, 700 hundred thousand in ±e Cauca- 
sus and smaller communities in Israel, Syria, 
and U.S. and Western Europe. 

The Circassians practised civilised behav- 
iour at a time when Europeans were still cave- 
dwellers. Their culture is extremely rich in 
poetry, myth, legend, song, dance and music. 
Their social structure is governed by the 
“Adygba Khabza." or Circassian etiquette, a 
set of unwritten rules which emphasise per- 
fect manners, hospitalic>'. honesty. chivalr>' 
,and respect for elders. They esteem their 
women and grant them full public freedom 
and they never practice polygamy or mam 
anyone even distantly related to them, as all 
Circassian relatives and neighbours are con- 
sidered brothers and sisters. Indeed the Cir- 
cassian's greatest achievement has been the 
perfection of their own culture. 

Nev:eitbeless. du,e, to. the fact that they have 
been . s^arated Tor.'.'neuly.'pn^ hundred and 
thiny ye^S; Circaksiaps ^‘finding it increas- 
ingly'dl^culi: to presen'e iheir language, cul- 
tural heritage and are at risk of large scale 
assimilation, that threatens their very exis- 


tence as a people. 

My inieresL therefore, comes from a warn 
to reverse this process and give the Circas- 
sians the basic human rights, granted to all 
peoples of the world; to live together in peace 
and happiness, practising their own culture, 
speaking their own language and respected 
and known bv the rest of the world we Live in. 



HRH Prince Ali Ben Hussein 


Q: What are you expecting firom your cam- 
paign? 

A: This campaign is a symbolic beginning of 
the work to come. Tlie horse-ride is in 
essence a reverse of the mass exodus that 
brought the Circassians to Jordan and the 
diaspora. Circassians of the Caucasus and the 
diaspora are pan of a single ethnic and cul- 
tural entity, and uniting these parts is a natur- 
al human right. My goals are, therefore, to 
open the door for any Circassians wishing to 
return to their homeland, to be able to do so 
freely, without the complications and prob- 
lems that they are presently facing due to lack 
of organisation and barriers posed by people 
who wish to prevent the spiritual and physical 
unity of the Circassian nation. In addition, I 
hope to bring the Circassian issue to the 
world's anendon, so that they can no longer 
be used as pawns in a chess game, and future 
bloodshed in the Caucasus, caused by igno- 
rance and neglect, can be avoided. 

Q: Are you involved in charity and social 
work for the Circassian issue? 

A: I am president of the Jeel Club for Cir- 
cassian Culture and Folklore in Jordan, and I 
am in the process of setting up a Circassian 
Culture Fund with branches in Israel, Turkey, 
the United States and the Caucasus, in order 
to \K'ork on and achieve international recogni- 
tion. for Circassians as displaced people and 
to implement their rights under inieraational 
law to automatic citizenship in their home- 
land. as well as the preservation and revival of 
the Circassian lansuase and to research and 


write the common and entire history of the 
Circassian nation. 

1 also hope to live in the Caucasus for a 
year, beginning in January to further study the 
languages and cultures of the Caucasus and to 
see that our goals are implemented in the 
homeland. 

Q: How was the reactioD of the Circassian 
mountaineers when you were crossing 
their villages on horseback with the tradi- 
tional costumes? 

A: It was immensely spiritual and emotional, 
and their reaction seemed mostly to be of 
shock and disbelief especially among the 
elder people, with tears in their eyes as they 
never dreamt that such a thing could really 
happen. There w'as always tremendou.'s joy 
and pride among the younger generation and 
the children and much celebration. All of it 
was immensely satisfying and gave me a 
sense of euphoria and inner peace. What was 
really most touching was when members of 
our team met their relatives and families, 
whom they had never seen or knew existed, in 
villages and cities along .the way. 

Q: Were there any complications or prob- 
lems building up to the horse-ride or along 
the route itself 

.A: For two years myself and the horse group, 
who are all Circassian volunteers from Jor- 
dan. had been ready to make the journey, but 
we were faced with continual barriers and 
obstacles set up by people both in Russia and 
in Jordan, who did not want the ride and tried 
their hardest not to make it happen. In fact, 
we were not granted a visa to enter Russia up 
until we reached Samsun on the Black Sea 
coast. There was also security concerns: near- 
ing the time of our departure across the Black 
Sea, we started receiving calls from people 
telling us that something bad was going to 
happen and that there would be an attempt on 
my life. There is also a lot of people who tr>' 
to portray the Circassians as dangerous peo- 
ple or bandits, something which 1 know is not 
true. They are a wonderful hospitable people. 
Of course I always bear in mind the fact that 
someone may tr>' an attempt on my life in 
order to blame it on the Circassians. In any 
case, we took all the precautions we could 
and the rest we left up to God and in the end 
we triumphed, and made the journey the way 
we wanted, regardless of the people who tried 
to stop us; that in itself is satisfaction enough. 
I sincerely believe that when you stand on the 
side of right and your intentions are good, no 
one can stop you. 

Q: How is your relationship with your 
father. His Majesty King Hussein? Did he 
give you any advice, and what was his 
impression about this trip? 

A: If there is such a thing a.s a Saint in this 
day and age we live in, it would be my father. 
He is the wisest, bravest, kindest and most 
intelligent leader in the world today. But most 
of all he is the greatest father. He ha.s taken so 
much care of his children and has tried to give 
us all that he didn't have in his childhood. But 
what I cherish most in my life is his advise 


and his wishes. My father has always encour- 
aged his children to go out, see the world and 
work on something that we believe in. not to 
simply be reliant on him, but to try and make 
something for ourselves, and I am trying to do 
just that through my work for the Circassians. 

During the trip, when I encountered prob- 
lems I turned to my father for advice, and be 
has kept a close eye on everything even while 
he was undergoing treatment. My loyalty in 
life is solely to my father and none other, and 
in the future I will always serve him to the 
utmost of my ability in whatever form it may 
be. But till then, he has given me the freedom 
and the encouragement to make my own mark 
and follow my own path, and in the end. God 
willing, I hope to repay my father with the 
greatest gift I can oiTer. pride in his son. 

Q: How close are you to your sister 
Princess Haya? Are you a family person? 
A: My sister Haya is my pride and joy. She is 
a living memory of my late mother Queen 
.Alia, through her actions, her character and 
her beauty. Haya is also someone I admire, 
for her unfathomable courage, willpower, and 
desire to realise herdream in (he field of show 
jumping. 

Ever)' person has faults and min e are that 
I‘m secretive, not very good at expressing my 
emotions, and I can never ask for help, so I'm 
not the best family person. In ±e past few 
years. I haven't seen my brothers and sisters, 
all of w'hom I love, as much as 1 would have 
liked, but they are always in roy dreams and 
prayers, and I constantly look forward to the 
moments when we are together. 

Q: How do you see your future as a king’s 
son and do you feel any responsibility? 

A: There are no certainties in life, and fate 
often has its wicked way w’ich us. but I con- 
tinue to follow' the signs and paths that will 
eventually lead me to my final destiny w'hat- 
ever it may be. The hardest path is always to 
follow one's dreams and try' to realise them, 
but at the same time it is the only way to live 
without regret and at peace with oneself. l*m 
not a conformist, and I never do what I'm 
expected to do. rather 1 always do w'hat I feel 
is the right thing, to the despair of many. 

I feel tremendous responsibility in bearing 
the Hashemite name, but at the same time I 
know that it is not the name that makes a per- 
son but rather ones work and ones actions. 

In Jordan I keep a low profile, and I have 
tried to stay away from appearing too much in 
front of cameras, unless it has to do with 
work, because I believe the average person 
cares more about feeding his or her family 
than the fact that prince or princess so and so 
went here, or opened this or did that. I'm a 
dreamer, and I have principles that I won't 
break for anyone. I've found a path to work 
on for the near future. 1 have a dream, and I 
pray to God to give me the courage and per- 
severance to realise my goal so that I may 
prove that 1 am w'onby of bearing the title, 
prince. 
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Torrential rains leave nasty 
legacy in Lake Victoria 
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Eaier this year, heavy rain 
amed fioo^g drrmtgfurut 
BaAan7im^mk,deshvfrng 
Iodines of mar^ ^ing 
War Lake Victoria, resulting 
iaconkomnationifalahetfuit 
pofiks drirtking water for 
tamel^ndBion people. 

ByLawi Jbd 

lEAR IS growing that one of 
the most mqwrtant lakes in 
A&ka is beco^g ccsitaminai- 
ed by human ibe^ 

Mctoria's problem had 
is orioirte eflriier ibis year when 
totmuial rains miweH b)’ dte El 
weather pdieDonieDoa hit 
tQdien} Tanzania. Dutirig the 
itios, inat^' imrines in Gowns 
4>ogdie ys collapsed in the 
stggy ground, leamg leadents 
witb no alternative but to use 
tfaehteast^tt. 

Allba^ the tains have 
stopped, some people aie still 
tkfbc^g in the 

T^ce . Victoria is serioisly 
Pttoed - wMi feeces," says 
Msibula, r^UHtal med- 
tcal^oerin de aanhem Tan- 
zatiisn province of Aiaia. 

Nearly 10 milH on pec^ in 
L'gaQda, K^a and. Tanzania 

^ thar drinking -water fiCHU 

Mudi cf de bJaroe centres of 
^^tt^asdxnb of Musoma bel- 
ls’ known as l^l» KitajL lt‘s 
than the rest of the lake- 
V area, and is swao^' for 
cf the yeac Kita^ jesident 
BQwaigo says some peo- 
^ t4^iQse bmne<; fn lla pqed in 
^ Runs used the neighbours' 
*^^buiotbeis leliewd diem- 
in the late. 

- “Ifeaiih offices recently 
®^aisooieTEsideois of Kita- 
^ wdcfecaun? in dse lake and 
then,’’ sad Kiwungo. 

be also meted 
^ ^ samg pimidirngn t tO 


-are rx3w the 
j,”s3ys Mabula. 



explaining that they defecore in 
(be water while out fishing in 
ffielake. 

Peter Silla, a driver with Tan- 
zania Posts and Conpany in 
Kiiaji, says people reli^'ed 
themseKes in pla^ shopping 
hiw m mmnnfy known as fceo- 
tc^ which the}' later dunped on 
the road or in the lake. This 
practice was even more pre\*a- 
lent in Nyasho. an over-crowd- 
ed, rKMj-surv'eyed suburb of 
Musoma. 

Zaderft Jabixna who wx?rks 
as a w'Otchman at Musoma Sec- 
ondary School says ii could be 
a messy mistake to kick a 
stuffed plastic bag lying by the 
roadtide in Nyadw. “You may 
find your foot plasieied w'ith 
fijeces." he says. 

During the S Nino rains, 
dieie was a higher sale of plas- 
tic epedally die kentos, 
disdnguisbed from otiier types 
bv their blade colour and slick, 
li^ feel Wamaiebe Ngere, a 
70-year old businessman at the 
K^vn’s cwtral market, says be 
thought he sold more kentos 
bags thea because food was a 
problem and more people 

shooMd at the markeL 

Despile Kiiaji's health haz- 
ards, people are still building 
houses there, and the i^idMts 
tefijse to mov'e out saying that 
ihev have nowhere to go. As 
ihinss are; residents seem dtt- 
lined to remain there rauCT 
Irxfser. perhaps until another El 

Ni^ phenomenon. 

lb: Tanzanian government is 
too financially handicapped to 
sob'e the expensive pi^em. 
■The cost of rcsenling the p^ 
ole is estimated to be Tai NJ 
inillion(Tshl.000=$I-»iand 
is growing ev^y ^y* ^y® 
IVtola. . . 

Kiiaji residents aren t ^ 
only people in need of reset^ 

mem as the H 

ineiiKised the size of Late Vic 
teda in many places. In smne 
areas the late expanded 10 to 


20 metres inland. 

It's also proving difficult to 
e liminate waier-bome diseases 
Uke cholera and dyseraety in 
die Mara countryside. Resi- 
dents aren't building toiieis, $0 
wen and prings — still the 
mam source of dzinkmg water 
for most people — arc becom- 
ing coiuaminaied. Despite the 
presence of cholera, some resi- 
dents are not stria t^ut wash- 
ing their hands or braling their 
drinking water, which has 
aggravated the {XobJem. ‘If you 
tell diem to boil the water 
before drinking it they say ihai 
boiled water is not sweeL** 
Mabula says. 

He says even urban residents 
of Musrana live in constant 
threat of a cholera outbreak 
because the town lacks a central 
sewage sysrem. ‘That has ooo- 
m*buted to why cholera has lin- 
gered on in die town for so 
long." he nores. This has left the 
town widi chiednaaon as die 
sole way to purify' its water. 

However: whUe Musoma is 
cursing E) Nino rains for die 
people oi Dodoma, 
the ceniially situared seat of 
govemment, wi^ the rains 
went on much longer. 

The central railway line — 
ninning the length of die coun- 
ny from Dar es Salaam in the 
south-east b)' the Indian Ocean 
to Mwanza town Lake Vic- 
teda in the natii — was dam- 
by the rains. The only way 
to get from the nonbezn tow-iis 
to Dar es Salaam was to travel 
by road to Dodoma, then catch 
a bus to the cii)'. 

“W; made good business 
then because man)' travellers 
spent the night hoe before trav- 
eilins cffl," say's one business- 
nian who runs a hotel in the 
town. Dodema's guest bouses 
and hotels now hardly have any 
ciiaomers. 

— Gemmi News 


Indian tribes on ‘warpath’ to 
end buffalo ‘genocide’ 


By Gerard Aziakou 

Agence France Presse 

WITH THE backing of wildlife con- 
servanonisis. U.S. Indian tribes an? 
stepping up their drive to end what 
they see as the indiscriminaie 
slaughter of Yellowstone National 
Park's wild buffalo. 

Over the past five years, some 
3,000 buffalo (bison) have been 
killed by game wardens as they 
migrate into Montana to esepe the 
harsh winter conditions in neigh- 
bouring Wyoming's pristine national 
park. 

The slaughter coincides with 
efforts by Indian tribes to revive the 
buffalo, an animal with which 
Native .Americans share a strong 
spiritual and metaphysical connec- 
tion. 

The firee-roaming Yellowstone 
bison are being killed to prevent 
them from infecting Montana’s cat- 
tle with bnicellosis.'’a cow disease in 
which a bacterium causes the infect- 
ed anim al to abort its first calf. 

Bui Native Americans and the 
National WTldlife Federation charge 
that the buffalo are being slaugh- 
tered even before being tested for the 
disease and say there is no evidence 
that brucellosis can be transmitted 
from buffalo to cattle. 

“It's genocide." said .Mark Heck- 
eru executive director of the Inter- 
Tribal Cooperative i.lTBCi, a coali- 
tion of Indian tribes that is coordi- 
nating the campaign to secure funda- 
mental changes in the management 
of excess Yeliow.stone buffalo. 

Yellowstone officials, acting at the 
instigation of Montana's powerful 
cattle ranchers, are using slaughter 
as a management technique to deal 
with excess buffalo, ITBC sav s. 

Wildhfe activists and Indian tribes 
want Yellowstone to establish migra- 
tion coiridora and acquire additional 
winter ranges on public lands adja- 
cent to the park where buffalo could 
roam freely up to the caizying capac- 
ity of these lands. 


They also want an 
effective brucellosis vac- 
cination programme 
inside the park and are 
demanding ibai excess 
buffalo be relocated onto 
Indian reserv’ations or 
public lands across the 
country. 

“The U.S. government 
has been managing these 
animals for 150 years and 
they have been doing a 
hell of a bad job." Heckert 
said in Rapid City. South 
Dakota. 

In scenes reminiscent of 
Kevin Costner’s “Dances 
with Wolves." 600 buffalo 
roam freely here across 
the ranges of South 
Dakota's Oglala ' Sioux 
Pine Ridge Reser\'ation 
near the Nebraska border. 

“We’re expecting 225 
more heads fix»m the 
(neaiby) Badlands 
Natioiial Park within the 
next three weeks," said 
Clayton Grasham. 
resen'adon official. 

On the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Reservation some 500 kilometres to 
the nortb-easL tribal member and 
ITBCs first president Jeff DuBray 
manages l.M bison on 20.000 
acres near the Missouri River. 

•The buffalo represents everything 
for us. It is the very essence of whi 
we’re all about," he told AFP. "If we 
can restore the buffalo, we can 
restore our tribal culture." The sys- 
tematic destruction of the bison — 
which dropped from an estimated 60 
million in the early ISOOs to fewer 
than 500 in the wild by 1890 — was 
the key to the subjugation of the 
Indians as European settlers poured 
in and turned the grasslands of the 
fertile plains into farmsteads. 

Bison provided Indians not only 
with food, clothing and utensils but 
also played a central role in religious 
and social beliefs. 



a Where the buffalo stfll roams — just (tne photo) 


Six years ago, only a handful of 
tribes in Montana and North and 
South Dakota were raisins a total of 
2.500 buffalo. Today, 35 of the 
ITBCs 47-member tribes have start- 
ed herds on native lands. 

“Now, we have around 10.000 buf- 
falo and potentially we could ha\'e 
five million," Heckert told .AFP. 

“The animal i.s ecologically suited 
to tfie Great Plains. Two years ago. 
we had a terrible winter out here. 
Ranchers lost 250.000 cows in 
North and South Dakota. But the 
buffalo survived.’* he said. 

Several Indian tribes see the resur- 
gence of the bison as the key to the 
economic revitalisation of their 
impoverished resen-aiions. which 
are beset by high unemployment as 
well as rampant malnutrition and 
diabetes. 

“Being wild animals, buffalo are 


tremendously healthy animal s. They 
are not- injected witb steroids or 
antibiotics. They eat only native 
grass and produce high-proie'm meat 
that is low in fat and cholesterol," 
Heckert said. 

The bison business is also very 
lucrative ($3,000 per head, com- 
pared with less than S2.000 for a 
cow), and with cattle prices in a 
freefalL a growing number of white 
ranchers are switching to raisins 
bison, according to South Dakota's 
Farm Bureau. 

But Indian officials see the buffalo 
as a sacred animal which should be 
treated as a wildlife species rather 
than a commodiev'. 

"People are taking the cattle model 
and raising buffalo as cows. They are 
domesticating the buffalo. This 
could destroy their economic viabil- 
ity," Heckert warned. 








8 Economy 
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As Kuwait’s oil revenues tumble, 
calls mount for economic overhaul 


KWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Angr>’ Members of Parlia- 
ment* (MPs) are accusing 
the Kuwaiti government of 
being weak and indecisive 
as the emirate's ailing econ- 
oniv stagnates because of 
low oil revenues. 

The cabinet has responded 
by iiuroduclnc two urgent 
bills aimed at revitalising 
the economy. They will he 
reviet^ed by parliament's 
finance committee Wednes- 
day. 

The first bill calls for on 
amendment to an existing 
law that 10 per cent of all 
go\ernmenl revenues 
should aiiiomaticaliy go to a 
“Future Generations Fund." 

The bill, if passed, would 
halt this if total government ■ 
expenditure exceeds total 
income and would allow the 
state to withdraw proceeds 
from the iiind to meet large 
budget deficits, currently 
running at 15 per cent of 
gross product product. 

“The Future Generations 
Fund bill has long been a 


running battle between the 
government and the law," 
said Jasseni AI Saadun, 
head of Al Shall Economic 
Consultants. 

“In practice, the govern- 
ment has already taken 
some S56 billion from the 
fund since 1991. It’s just 
looking for legal cover." he 
said. 

The second bill aims to 
renew an Emiri Decree 
introduced in 1987 which 
allowed the government to 
borrow up to 10 billion 
dinars (,S33 billion) over 10 
years to cover deficits. 

Finance Committee 
Chairman Ahmad AI Nasser 
said it was too early to pre- 
dict the outcome of 
Wednesday's meeting and 
the likelihood of the bills 
being passed through parlia- 
ment. 

“I remain very' positive 
because changes are neces- 
sary, but we will have to 
wait until we have heard the 
opinion of the government" 
the independent member of 


parlinmeni stud. 

But a group of senior 
opposition MPs Sunday 
slammed the govemmeiiu 
saying that “Kuwait's main 
problem remains the pres- 
ence of a weak and indeci- 
sive govemment” 

The government “repre- 
sents the mother of all prob- 
lems." said Islamist Fobad 
Al Khannah. “The govern- 
ment has no plan about 
resolving problems facing 
the economy.” 

Analysts expect the gov- 
emment to react by launch- 
ing on economic reform 
package, which would 
include a cut in fuel subsi- 
dies. health care charges 
being introduced for expa- 
triate workers and taxes on 
large consumer goods. 

Kuwaiti nationals contin- 
ue to receive a cradle-to- 
grave welfare system which 
includes tax-free income, 
free healthcare and educa- 
uon, job guarantees, and 
heavily subsidised housing, 
public utilities and loc^ 


telephone calls. 

“The wave of lavishness 
which dominates the behav- 
iour of many citizens should 
be controlled. TUs genera- 
tion has to secure for the 
next generation its share of 
the national wealth." Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Saad Abdullah Al Sabah 
said last week. 

“The decrease in the 
country's rev’enues as a 
result of the drop in oil 
prices makes economic 
reforms the most pressing 
issue." he said. 

' The economy is in turmoil 
due to the continued slump 
in world crude oil prices, 
which has eroded income 
and reduced growdi in 
Kuwait where oil revenues 
make up 80 per cent of the 
state's income. 

Its budget deficit for the 
1998-1999 fiscal year 
which began in July is esti- 
mated at S 6 billion, the 
largest since its liberation 
by a U.S.-led coalition in 
1991 from Iraqi occupadon. 


Asia’s post-crisis economic 
landscape seen as investor-friendly 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia will enter the 21st 
century with sustainable 
economic growth rates, 
greater transparency and 
improved cor^rate gover- 
nance after weathering the 
current financial crisis, 
expens told a regional 
conference here. 

But the tusk of rebuild- 
ing the region from the 
nibble of the worst crisis 
in decades will be 
painstaking because cur- 
rencies have plummeted, 
corporate debt has sky- 
rocketed. credit has dried 
up. production has sagged 
and growth stagnated. 

The expens pictured the 
regional scenario in the 
new millennium at the 
just-concluded East Asian 
conference of the Swiss- 
ba.<ied .World Economic 
Forum, based on the 
theme “shaping the new 
economic landscape in 
Asia." 

Witit greater information 
discio*iure by governments 
and businesses, tighter 
regulation of financial 
insiiiuiions and better 
management of capital 
flows. .Asia would regain 
its lii-iire. predicted Sir 
Charles Powell, director 
of British conglomerate 
Jardinc Matheson. 

He said the key ingredi- 
ents lor recover^' were 


Asia's ability to learn from 
past mistakes and its core 
fundamentals — excellent 
trade links, commitment to 
hard work, family and 
education, a natural affini- 
ty towards markets, a high 
level of foreign direct 
investments and sophisti- 
cated infrastructure. 

Peter Churchouse. Hong 
Kong-based managing 
director of investment 
house Morgan Stanley 
Asia, noted that many 
investors had not been 
overly demanding when it 
came to corporate gover- 
nance standards and 
poured money into less- 
than-transparent family 
companies with opaque 
corporate structures. 

“This will inevitably 
change as the crisis 
inspires investors to 
require greater transparen- 
cy." he told the conference 
last week attended by 
i .000 top govemment and 
bu.sines5 officials, econo- 
mists and analysts. 

Once the crisi.s ended. 
Churchouse reckoned, 
fund managers would 
wield “the ultimate 
weapon" of withdrawing 
investments from compa- 
nies that refused to be 
transparent. 

Mark Daniel, managing 
director of Singapore- 
ba.scd Bain and Company 


(Asia) Inc., predicted that 
Asia would enter a new* 
phase where capital would 
come from “new, more 
complicated sources." 

New foreign investment 
money would continue to 
be directed at safe invest- 
ments and those with 
quick returns, with “acqui- 
sition” money in particular 
primarily coming from 
companies owning half of 
joint ventures wanting to 
buy out the other side. 
Daniel said. 

He noted three alarming 
statistics stemming from 
the financial crisis — 
there was more than one 
trillion U.S. dollars in bad 
debt in the region, Asia 
had lost more than S2 tril- 
lion of equity market capi- 
talisation in the past 14 
months and there was 
more than S3 trillion of 
lost expected gross 
domestic product growth. 

Asia's financial crisis 
was triggered in mid- 1 997 
by rapid currency devalua- 
tions and led to a melt- 
down in stock and real 
estate markets and col- 
lapse of companies, with 
economies plunging into 
recession. 

Tony Tan. Singapore’s 
deputy prime minister, 
told the conference that 
Asia was unlikely to see 
again the same euphoria as 


in the 1980s when 
economies posted rapid 
economic growth rates 
regardless of the sound- 
ness of their economic 
structures and financial 
systems. 

He said that in the next 
five years, only economies 
with good corporate gov- 
ernance and strong institu- 
tions and which adopted 
market-friendly economic 
policies would grow 
rapidly. 

"The growth will be dif- 
ferentiated,” Tan said. 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Asia-Pacific 
Chief Hubert Neiss fore- 
cast that most of Asia's 
battered economies would 
bottom out in the first half 
of 1999 and return to pos- 
itive growth in the second 
half. 

Evolving from the crisis. 
Asia would undergo huge 
changes in its economic 
geography, similar to how 
the United States shifted 
its centres of wealth from 
the 1800s to the 1900s, 
said renowTied investment 
adviser Marc Faber. 

For example, he said 
Hong Kong could lose a 
great deal of influence as 
foreign investors trans- 
ferred their operations and 
investments to mainland 
China, specifically to 
Shanghai. 


Russia 
scrambles 
for fast 
cash 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Tem- 
porarily baned from IMF 
loans. Russia was scram- 
bling Monday to balance its 
books by finding some fast 
casb privatisation, 

alcohol — and the central 
bank's rouble printing 
presses. 

^th a gaping budget hole 
of up to 60 billion roubles, 
or almost $4 billion, gov- 
emment officials were cast- 
ing around for alternative 
sources of funding to honor 
promises contained in a 
recently-approved econo- 
my packa^. 

But analysts said that the 
most likely source of ready 
cash remained the printing 
presses, and that the alter- 
native was a lapse into 
wage arrears and foreign 
debt defaults, both of which 
the government has ruled 
out. 

Communist economy 
chief Yuiy Maslyukov 
promised Monday that the 
government would print no 
more than 12 billion rou- 
bles ($759 million) by year- 
end to fill a bud^t hole 
more than four times as 
large. 

He added the govemment 
was planning radical tax 
cuts that would leave the 
public coffers even barer 
than before. In particular, 
the state wants to ease the 
sales tax (VAT) and profit 
tax burden on industry to 
revive production, 

Maslyukov said. 

To offset the effects of 
dwindling revenue opportu- 
nities, the Kremlin revived 
efforts Monday to sell pan 
of the country's crown- 
jewel company. Gazprom, 
allowing state to priva- 
tise a five per cent stake 
potentially worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars. 

Several Western oil con- 
cerns have in the past 
expressed interest in buying 
into the word's largest nat- 
ural gas supplier, but 
depressed world energy 
prices and woeful mariret 
conditions in Russia may 
force to stake to demand a 
fraction of the S1.65 billion 
it originally wanted for the 
stake. 

“It is hard to be opti- 
mistic.” said energy analyst 
Matthew Thomas of Cre^- 
lanstalt Investment Bank. 
“Even from view of long- 
tenn equity investment the 
prospects of returns are fair- 
ly unpredictable. It's not 
clear whether you have 
made a deal with a compa- 
ny or a ministry.” 
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India battles export crunch 


NEW DELHI (AFPJ — The 
Indian government 

promised export growtii of 
20 per cent when it came to 
power in March but the 
Asian financial crisis and 
bureaucratic red tape have 
strangled the pledge in its 
infancy. 

Exports in tiie fust quaner 
of the cunent fiscal year 
beginning April 1 totaled 
some $ 10.6 billion, down 
3.8 per cent from the same 
period last year. 


A modest upturn in July 
sparked hopes of a recovery, 
but Indian exporters have 
warned that the govern- 
ment's target can only be 
reached if £etr dealings with 
banks, ports, customs and 
excise and other government 
agencies are simplified. 

“India must talre innova- 
tive measures,” Federation 
of Indian Export Organisa- 
tions President Ramu Deora 
said. 

Commerce Minister 


Ramakrishna Hegde 

announced last month that 
he was cutting two percent- 
age points off interest rates 
on shipment credits, and 
doubling the period of tax 
exemptions for expext-ori- 
ented industries to 10 yean. 

And last week Hnance 
Minister Yasbwant Sinha 
pledged to simplify export 
procures and direct kv- 
enue departments to act 
export l^tlitatprs rather than 
.stumblins blcxrks. 


THE Daily Crossword Edi^bx 


ACROSS 
1 Actress Foster 
6 insub^ty 

15 '.Vay o.-eweighf 

16 Stcyteiters 
ir Hackneyed 
16 Brass 

'nst:v»neots 
19 'Das (Jsd vwi 
der 

ZQ Luau 9arlard 
2 ! 7ab.*e:and 

22 Wet soil 

23 Decanters 
27 Pen OR die 

farm 

2S Sun Devi'.s sOi. 

29 Individual 

30 Arabian 
su'-tanste 

32 Ocasek of The 
Cars 

33 Cr.aRge the 
organization 

33 Asian 
metritis 
40 Gotfer's mound 
_ RepubSc 
fCambodia. 
cnce) 

42 Co'd-heaned 

45 Exomisive 

46 .Hammer's head 

47 European nat. 
46 Simpson judge 
49 Hoaith resort 

52 Artng 
menarchs 
54 Moon veh«ie, 
for short 
E5 Webber 
musical 

57 Numera 

56 Ominous 
59 Not appealir^ 

63 Admiss«n 
ticket 

64 Makeo blessed 

65 Ccndit!o.n 

66 These who 
concur 

67 “,^der of 
Vears* noveflst 

DOWN 

* Cuban 
.•a\,*c:ut;cn3ry 
leader and poet 
< Scmedting 
thrust cut 



3 Doomed ones 

4 ._olNlan 

5 Large shoe 

6 Absorbing 

7 *West^e 
Story* song 

8 Sis's sib 

9 Appendage 

10 Research rm. 

11 Small particle 

12 Ninth day 
belore tra ides 

13 Wave top 

14 Creative exam 
20 Country read 

23 Medical 
examiner 

24 Strangeness 

25 Ostrich kin 
25 Quarterback 

lacklers 

31 Fnald^ree 

34 Vietnamese 
New Veer 

35 ^ewd 

36 Say again 

37 instrui^nt 
measuring 
muscle work 


— nir 


39 Casual word of 
agreement 

43 Behold 

44 Uiiim^eno 

49 Diving gear 

50 Window parte 

51 Map cc^lection 
53 SwBs~ 

mathematician 


56 location 
58 Import tax 

60 Members of the 
dan 

61 Astern 

62 Life story, 
briefly 

63 Spring fwd. 
system 
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^ou stopped changing channels 
so naturally we assumed 
you were dead.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hwirl AmoW and awo AigMen 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour oroinafy words. 
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Associations of engineers and contractors 
ready action pian against foreign firms 
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** ~ THE BOARD of the Jordan 
En^neers Association (JEA) has 
decided to begin decisive measures 
to rectify the situation of many for- 
eign contracting companies operat- 
ing in the Kingdom in accordance 
with the law. 

President Husni Abu Ghida 
said the engineers, in cooperation 
with Contractors* Association, began 
checking the number of the compa- 
nies and the type of work they are 
undertaking as well as the nationali- 
ty of the engineers working for these 
firms in order to identify £e compa- 
nies violating the law. ® 
Following dial, the association will 
ask the concerned authorities to take 
the appropriate measure to rectify 
the status of the companies or forbid 
them form operating in the IGngdom 
if they refuse to respond, Abu Ghida 
said. 

He indicated that the association 
law obliges these companies to apply 
to the board for registration before 
starting to carry out engineering 
work. The firms should show their 
technical situation and list the names 
of Jordanian and non-Jordanian engi- 
neers working for them, Abu Ghida 
said adding that the firms should 
employ a number of engineers from 
the association ranks equal to the 
number of foreign engineers. Under 
any circumstance, at least one engi- 
neer from the association should be 
mployed. 

Foreign companies can be a partner 
vith a Jordanian institution or a con- 
racting firm and. in this case the 


number ‘of Jordanian engineers in a 
joint venture should be equal to the 
number of foreign engineers, the 
association president said. Abu 
Ghida revealed that the association's 
board has recently received com- 
plaints against foreign companies 
accusing them of remsing to hire 
Jordanian engineers. Furthermore, be 
added, some of them are still operat- 
ing in Jordan for a number of years 
without applying to register at the 
association. 

Abu Ghida stressed that the associ- 
ation will no longer allow the contin- 
uation of violations by foreign com- 

f ianies “which gain at the expense of 
ocal contracting companies and 
engineering offices that suffered 
much recently due to recession and 
not implementing the legislation 
related to the contracting sector.’' 

He indicated that foreign compa- 
nies are implementing projects worth 
more than JD900 million noting that 
local companies do have the qualifi- 
cations and capability to implement 
the projects for which they should 
have priority. 

The association of contractors has 
for a long time demanded that for- 
eign companies abide by its law 
which requires foreign companies to 
register at the association before 
starting operations in Jordan. The 
association has submitted many 
memoranda to the Prime Ministry 
and the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing in this regard but no action 
has been taken yet (A1 Arab A1 
Yawm). 


Investment plummets 
in Asia — KPMG survey 


LONDON (AFP; — The col- 
1ap% of economic growth in 
Asia has sharply reduced for- 
eign investmeni in the region 
and also omailed the activi- 
ties of Asian companies else- 
where in the worid, KPMG 
accountants have said. 

The KPMG survey said that 
r hina is a rare exception of 
the downward trend, seeing 
an increase in ihe value of 
inward transactions to $132 
bniion in the third quarter 
from S72S million in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

However, even China’s total 
for the year so far is only just 
over half the level of the same 
period last year, KPMG said. 

Elsewhere in the te^n. 
inward transactions have 
plummeted in the first nine 
months of 1998. 

Overall investments were 
$26.9 b'dlicm. compared to 
$30.4 Inllion in the same peri- 
od a year ago. The decline has 
been especially steep since the 
last few months, with Japan. 
Hong Kong, South Korea and 
Thailand seeing sharp falls in 
third-quarter inward deals. 

Likewise. Asian companies 
that used to invest across the 
wxidd have severely curtailed 
ibeir expansion in the first 
nine months of the year, with 
spending down to $10.7 bil- 
lion from $34.85 bpon in the 
same period last vear. 

‘Ti may be jears befwB tfieir 
ov'eiseas acquisitions return to 
the levels of the mid-1990s." 
KPMG sad. 

However, in the Group of 
Seven industrial powers — 
Britain, Canada. France, Ger- 


man}'. Italy. Japan and the 
Uni^ States — cross-boder 
acquiatians by companies 
grew in the third qua^r of 
this year to represent a record 
77 per cent of all imemational 
transacticns. 

The United States strength- 
ened its position as tire most 
active buyer, its share rising 
from 22 per cent to 29 per 
cent, a toi^ of $109.8 billion 
wotifa of deals, double last 
year's figure. 

The survey showed that for 
the first time, Gemiany is now 
the top target for U.S. acquisi- 
tions abrd^ with $18.4 bil- 
lioQ in third-quarter invest- 
ments, bunding Britain into 
second place, witii $14.8 bil- 
lion w(^ of deals. 

‘The focus international 
expansion has shifted deci- 
sively fiom emeiging markets 
this year to the developed 
wOTld and in particdar 
Europe, and we exp^ that to 
rem^ the case in the year 
ahead," said UiC head of 
mergers and acquisitions at 
KPMG Corporate Finance 
Stephen Baneo. 


Trading at the AFM falls 
sharply during September 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The cost of 
living index in Jordan has 
increased by 5.4 points in 
September compared to the 
same period of the previ- 
ous year, the stock mar- 
ket's monthly report indi- 
cated this week. 

The report, which was 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, showed that the 
index stood at 126.3 points 
in September compared to 
120.3 points during the 
same period of 1997. 

The report did not speci- 
fy the reasons behind this 
increase but it is widely 
believed that the rise of 
bread prices and other 
basic commodities in line 
w'ith the eight-year-old 
economic restructuring 
programme which the gov- 
ernment signed with the 
International Monetary 
Fund was behind this 
increase. 

The report also indicated 
that the share price index 


in September this year 
record^ a 4.9 points drop 
compared to the same peri- 
od of the past year, declin- 
ing from 176.2 points to 
171.3 points. 

The report also indicated 
that turnover in the same 
period amounted to JD16.5 
million compared to 
JD43.4 million in Septem- 
ber of the past year. 

The services and insur- 
ance sectors lost 4.9 and 
12.2 points of their prices, 
down to 106.5 and 126.2 
points respectively. 

The ban^ng sector price 
index jumped from 241.4 
points in September 1997 
to 284 points in the same 
period of 1998. while the 
industrial sector recorded a 
tangible 45.2 points drop, 
down to 77.6 points. 

The lion's share of the 
turnover in September 
went to the h ankin g sector 
which accounted for 
JD9.02 million, or 54.7 per 
cent, compared to JD25.8 
million in the same period 


of the past year. 

The industrial sector 
emerged second with a 
turnover of JD5.9 million, 
36.3 per cent followed by 
the services sector with 
JD1.2 million, 7.4 per cent 
and insurance sector with 
JD269.637. 1.6 per cent 
the report showed. 

The Arab Bank ranked 
first among the companies 
that traded in the stock 
market followed by the 
Arab Potash Company and 
the Housing Bank. 

The stock market's daily 
turnover in September 
amounted to JD750.188 
compared to JD1.9 nullion 
of the same month in 1997. 

The parallel market 
turnover amounted to 
JD3.2 million compared to 
JD6.5 million in Sept 
1997, where the industrial 
sector emerged first in the 
turnover volume followed 
by the services sector, the 
report said. 


19) Somebody wants your 
nHKtey, and it'U be a strug- 
gle to bold on to it You'll 
liav'c ID be even more stub- 
born than the other person. 
Don't believe wild promis- 
es. eite. Somebody who 
wants to take care of you 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media ServieeSf Inc. 


ble. you'll be the ones who 
can do it 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Decisions 
made toda>' will affect your 
pocketbooL It works out 
better for you to manage 
your own you do need to 
stay in control, especially 


be asking for your freedom in return. You've got to where finances are concerned. Keep that in mind while 
take responsibility for yourself if you want to be self-sufri- you're casting vour vote. 

cient -SCOMTO:,(Obiobd'’^ to November 21, 1 Ddfl't fight widT 

tTAURUS: (.April 20 to* May 201 You’re u^ a^uns^5d|oe ** probably tfy'^ lo tell yqu., 

^ tough compeution. Somebody wants Vcajbiefyc>U'infb"^’^®tdm^dtofr^m±^ 


;h 


doing what they want instead of what you think is right 
Maybe you can incoiporate a couple of his or her ideas into 
your scheme, but don't be bowled over. Make sure your 
own interests are being protected. 

GEMINI: tMay 21 to June 21) It looks like things are set 
- ® stone, but you can make a few changes. You'll do that by 

". yj,. getting the facts out to the people who need to know. Some 
■"* of diQse facts are rather startling: others are predictable, but 




could have 


friends may not have 


41^ « V consequences your 

■ ibou^t about You know a lot Don't keep it to yourself. 

• CANCER: (.June 22 to July 21) You'll be fabulous at spot- 

ting a bargain todav, anri dial's probably how you'll vote, 
j Check to see what’s going to be best for you financially in 
' the long run. You’re a careful planner, so don t overlook 
die consequences of your vote today. Figure out what s 
going to happen way down the line, not just in the iinrae- 
diaiefiiture. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re a strong leader, and 
others look to you for guidance. Your opinion is espeaally 
imponanc today. If you keep other people s welfare in 
nnnd, you'll give excellent advice. There are strong forces 
opposing you right now, so take them into considerauon as 
you decide what you’re going to do next Looks like you 
could be in for a change. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re always a 
practical person, and today you'll be even more so. You U 
keep die basic things in mind as you cast your vote. Hold 
\ yonr politicians accountable so you can have the sort of 
government you can trust If that's ever going to be possi- 




be wise as well as powerful. .Accept whai your friend is 
saying and put in the correction before you make a silly 
mistake. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21.) You 
want to make changes, but it won't be easy. You'll have lo 
convince people thai you have evidence' they can trust 
Being a whistle-blower could be backfire, so take care. 
Give people the facts, not your emotional reactions. The 
more you can maintain your objecririty and your sense of 
humour, the more effective you'll be. 

C^^RICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Did you 
know that Capricorn is the sign of the entrepreneur? '^'ou're 
quite often successful later in life, and you get your succes.s 
the old-fashioned way. You earn it Today, make sure the 
people who represent you are doing the same thing, that 
they have earned that honour and privilege. Don't give 
anybody a free ride. 

AQU.ARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You might feel 
oumumbered today, but don't let that stop you. Your vote 
matters. Read the material on the cancUdates so you're sure 
of what you're doing, tiien cast your vote with confidence. 
You'll be helping to build a strong foundation upon which 
your community can grow. 

PISC)^: (February 20 to March 20) You want a world 
where people are happy, healthy and productive, and gen- 
erating enough to support themselves and their families in 
comfort. You warn a world where people are safe, and can 
walk the streets at night. Today you can help make it hap- 
pen. Help build the s&ucture right now with your vote. 
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395S6 
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C.OO 

1 

35 
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S 

2.240 

1.410 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.1 

5.77 

8 

5514 

7865 

1.43 

1.43 


♦s 

7.460 

1.850 

VliCLS. OWNER.': FED. 

7.4 

6.67 

1 

100 

180 

1.85 

1.80 
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2.500 

1.390 

SKIPPING LINES 

46.6 

6.06 

1 

150 

198 

1.39 

1.32 
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1,300 

.620 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

29.7 

0.00 

18 

27050 

20293 

.75 

.75 



1.120 

.680 

REAL ESTATE ZNV. 

13. y 

0.00 

1 

350 
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.72 

.71 

.01- 

5 

4. 600 

1.870 

ARAB INTL.XNV.BDUC. 

9.4 

2.12 

1 

600 

1134 

1.88 

1.89 

.01* 


1.790 

1.060 

UNIFIED CO. 

4.8 

10.09 

9 

4050 

4381 

1.09 

1.09 


T 

1.350 

.960 
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1.2 

6.77 

2 
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.96 
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1.160 

1.050 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

5 

3170 

3486 

1.10 

1.10 



4.110 
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JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

12.6 

0.00 

43 
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1.21 

1.19 
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3.300 
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17.0 
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8 
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3.40 

3.45 
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10.050 
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9.9 

8.73 
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2 
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. IS* 


I. 61b 
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0.00 

2 
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1.0? 

1.08 
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2.86 • 

58 
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9.92 

2 
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9.0 

9.17 

1 
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1.07 
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' #.700 

OAR ALOAKA DV.IHT. 

6.1 

6.93 

2' 
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3.980 

1.700 

ARAB ALUM.IRD. 

13.1 

14.12 

4 

600 
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1.73 

1.77 
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.530 

.350 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

12.8 

0.00 

6 

3500 
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.38 

.38 



.730 

.370 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 
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.48 

.47 

.01- 
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.280 
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9 

0.00 

2 
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.30 

.30 



.620 

.290 
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9 

0.00 

1 

100 

36 

.35 

.36 
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.760 
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10.7 

7.62 

1 
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1.06 

1.05 

.01- 

s 

1.990 
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30.9 

0.00 

8 

2200 
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.65 

.66 
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1.470 

1.150 

A.RAB PHARM.CHEM. 

13.6 

4.88 

11 

6150 

7509 

1.21 

1.23 

.02* 

s 

1.240 

.530 

UNIV. HODK.INDS. 

9.7 

9.84 

5 
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.61 

.61 



.880 

.400 

JOR . IHDS . RESOURCES 

9 

0.00 

46 
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12040 

.44 
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1.160 
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8 
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1 . 080 
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0.00 

11 
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0.00 

5 
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.53 

.53 
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INDEX: 71.84 ZCHC: +0.75 
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GRAND TOTAL 
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DAJA.NI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and 

Unfurnished 

inoieinfbrinationcallj 
Abdoun Real Estate 


OTSfisooor 

I Web Site is 
' www4tbdoun.com.]o 


Studio H^g 

1 hdur.sehM 

0&if^op y<Ax:tak3^ ^ 

at Dur sh(^ avul get: 

r30%i9rser. 

* Free mUi 
20x39 om- 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 622891 





QuaBty Sendced Si^s 

*0ne & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes «Deily & 
Long Stay wReasonable Rates 


Sth Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax; 567455 1 

e-iaail : ctysaiO goxomjo 


o e n I 



cFOR 

Frent 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


^SRNIIBEL 


TAXI SERVICE 


•i*. [»•• 


>VB?«SAFEAND SEIZURE ^ 
, ^!?^^JWYVVHEREIN0UR j 

TAXIS ^ 


:SF£/IKING DRIVERS ; 



'M^tSER^E 

^J26379 

ANYTIME 




■ " Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tel. 5884230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


lida 

FRIENDS OF BANl 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

eani Hamida Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
• Rugs * Cushions 
• Walihangings - Runners 

Open daily from SdW tiil 7:00 
(Fridays & officlai holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow SL 

Tel: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 



m 



m 




Meetings and Conferences 

Focus on Your Business, 
our specialist will handle the details 
to ensure your Success.... 



“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing” 

ofl 

CENTER 
j a 

For further information Tel. 4645324/5. Fax 4645326 






10 Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 3, 



Kagwe wins 2nd straight 
New York Marathon 


NEW YORK fAFP) — 
Kenya’s John Kagwe 
lumed oil the power in the 
final half-mile Sunday to 
pulling away from compa- 
irioi Joseph Chebet and 
win the New York 
Muruihon for the second 
\o::r running. 

In the second-closest fin- 
ish in the history of the 
e\cm. Kagwe completed 
the 2b. 2-mile trek through 
the five boroughs with a 
time of 2hrs Smin.s 45secs 
— the fifth-fastest New 
’I’nrk Marathon ever. 

He finished just three 
seconds ahead of Chebet 
who clocked 2:08.48. 

The women’s event was 
won by Italy's Franca 
Fiacconl. who took advan- 
tage of ailing world record 
holder Tegla Loroupe of 
Kenya to win her first New 
York Marathon.. 

Kagwe, Chebet and 
Zebeduyo Bayo of 
Tanzania were neck and 
neck in the final three-mile 
stretch through Central 
Park. .After Bayo fell back 
slightK. Kagwe and 
Chebet were side by side 
before Kagwe’s strength 
down the stretch was too 
much for Chebet. 

"I tried not to be too con- 
tldcnl before the race," 
Kagwe said, although he 
admitted that he was more 
optimistic than he was on 
his debut in 1997. “1 just 
went about my training. I 
thought it was coming 
together two days before." 

•Tin very happy this year 
to repeat again," said 
Kagwe. who was just II 
seconds off the course 
record lost year, despite 
having to tie his shoelaces 
twice. 

This year, he said, he 
wore the same type of 
shoes but lied them "very, 
very tight." 

Kagwe. 29. became the 
first man to win back-to- 
back New York Marathons 
since Mexico's German 
Silva prevailed in 1994 and 
1995. 

Bu\o clocked in at 
2:0S..‘^I to finish third, fol- 
lowed bv Silva at 2:10.24 



John Kagwe, of Kenya, adjusts his wreath after winning the New York City 
Marathon. Kagwe's winning time was 2:08:45 i.\P photo) 

and Vanderlei Lima of and Olympic champion her performance would 


who clocked 
in his New York 


Brazil. 

2:10.42 
debut. 

Kagwe. Bayo and Chebet 
separated themselves from 
a group of nine runners 
heading into Central Park. 
After Bayo faded. Chebet 
made his move with some 
600 yards to go. but Kagwe 
responded immediately. 

"When I tried to kick 
away. Kagwe went past 
me." ChelMt said. "I knew 
he would win." 

Chebet. who also fin- 
ished second in the Boston 
marathon this year, said he 
would sit down with his 
coach now to discuss pos- 
sible tactical changes that 
might get him out of his 
runner-up rui. 

Reigning world champi- 
on .Abel .Anton of Spain 


Josia Thugwane of South 
Africa both dropped out. 

Fiacconi. who was sec- 
ond in 1996. finished in 
2:25:17 teds correct). 37 
seconds off the New- York 
record set by Australia's 
Lisa Ondieki in 1992. 

Fiacconi. 33. became the 
first Italian woman to win 
in New York, and she cele- 
brated by kissing the 
ground after crossing the 
finish line. 

“I was fit and feeling 
good." said Fiacconi, 
adding that she didn't try to 
control the pace of the race 
but only to "run free." 

"I was trying to push 
more to win and I did. she 
added. 

Both winners received 
S50.000. 

Fiacconi said she hoped 


bolster her position with 
the Italian national team 
selectors, and perhaps earn 
her a spot on the team for 
the 2000 Olympics. 

Mexico's Adriana 
Fernandez finished second 
in 2:26.33, a personal best 
and Mexican women's 
record. 

Loroupe, the two-time 
champion, banled stomach 
cramps through the flnal 
eight miles and finished 
third with a time of 
2:30:28. her third straight 
disappointing performance 
in New Yorfe after placing 
.seventh the last two years. 

"The day was not mine," 
said Loroupe. whose time 
was almost 10 minutes out- 
side the world best she set 
in Rotterdam in April. 


FIFA 

delegation 
to inspect 
World Cup 
preparations 

SEOUL (AFP) — A FIFA 
delegation anived Monday 
to inspect 2002 World Cup 
preparations in South 
Korea, which has been hit 
by a prolonged economic 
crisis. 

FIFA vice-president 
Antonia Matazrese, who 
headed a five-man delega- 
tion, told reporters be 
would launch a close 
inspection of South Korean 
facilities before leaving for 
Japan on Friday. 

“The construction of sta- 
diums here appears to be 
delayed. But i believe 
South Korea will be able to 
complete preparations as 
scheduled," Matarrese told 
Yonhap news agency. 

Japan and South Korea 
will co-host the 2002 
World Cup finals. The two 
countries will each host 
around half the games in 
the final, with the finals 
match being played in 
Tokyo. 

The 2002 World Cup 
Organising Comnuttee 
here said the delegates of 
FIFA, the world football's 
governing body, will tour 
some of the cities hosting 
the games. 

*1116 ciisis sweeping Asia 
has depleted South Korean 
state coffers. Bur govern- 
ment officials here 'have 
promised not to scale down 
the 2002 events^ 

But some cash-strapped 
cities have been under 
pressure to give up their 
preparations, an issue 
which requires ETFA's 
approval. 



Dettori told to hold up Faithful Son In Melbourne Cup 


MELBOlTiNE lAFPi - 
Faiililul Son's trainer Saecd 
Ben Surot>r ho.s warned jockcv 
Frankie IX'iiori lo ea.»« up in 
Tueskkiy's Melbourne Cup. 

The English-based jockey 
was criticised on Saturday 
uhen he put .Annu.'^ Mirahiiis 
in length.'; ahead in the 
Mackinnon Sia.ke« heibn? fin- 
ishing founh behind 
Champagne. 

“I don't want him leading 
like that in the Melbourne 
Cup.” said die Dubai trainer 
who has been loading trainer in 
England in tw o of the last three 
ye.irs. 

Saced was confident Faithful 
Son wi.iuld answer the bigsest 
question mark against his name 
b\ running out the 3.200 
metres at Flemlngion. 

"He only needs to relax and 
he will run the two miles." 
S.:eed said Mundav. 

But eseiy other English 
trainer in Melbourne has 
expnssscd doubt at the geld- 
inc's ubiiits' to run a .strong 
3.200m. 

Lady .Anne Hemes, who 
won the Caulfield Cup with 
Taufar.'s Melody, said Faithful 
Son was a couple of clas.ses 
belter chan her horse, 

“In England 1 would never 
have considered running 
Taufan's Melody in a race like 
the Eclipse Stakes, which 
Faithful Sen ran in.” Ladv 



English horee and Melbourne Cup favourite Faithful Son with trainer Saeed 
Binsurrrar after his workout at Caulfldd Racecourse in Meibonme in preparations 
for .Australia s premier horse race, the Melbourne Cup, to be run today (AP photo) 


Herries said. 

"The question is the di.siancc. 
He hasn't won beyond about 
ZOOO metres, but if he slays, he 
should win." 

Fellow English trainers 

Robert Armstrong and David 
Elswroith agreed that in 

England they w*ould have no 
fear of Faithlul Son. who is by 
the .sprinting .sire Zilzal. over 
iwo miles. 

But on the flat Flemingion 
layout, they ore not .so sure. 

Faithful Son's best win came 
in the Group Two Prince of 
Wales Stakes (2,000m) at 
Ascot which he followed with 
a close second to his stable- 
mate Daylami in the Group 
One Eclipse Stokes. 

Daylarni's class i.s empha- 
sised by hb presence in the 
Bieedets Cup races in 
Kentucky next week. 

Faithful Son's only run 
beyond 2.100m was in the 
Caulfield Cup when be ran on 
well, after b^g held up and 
being momentoifiy unbalanced 
itHioding tbe home turn, to be 
about a length-and-a-holf 
the winner. 

Faithful Son had a good draw 
when be landed number 
eight 

At the same time, the best of 
the Australian runners drew the 
three outside stalls in the 24- 
horae field with Doriemus 
pulling the outside alley. 
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Marlon Brando & 
Mil Kilmer, in 

THE ISLAND 
OF DR. MOREAU 

Show s; 1 2:30. 3:.^fi. 6: 1 5. 
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PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Isabelle Adjani in 
Alexandre Duma's 

OyEEN MARGOT 


Shows: 12 30. 3:30. 6:15. 9rni 


Mark Philippoussis 


Paris Indoor Open 

Philippoussis back on winning trail 


t from 

® 

ancient 

. T-...;.. T..v»n on Dece 


PARIS (AFP) — Big-serving 
Australian Mark 'Scud' Philippoussis 
got off to a winning start at tbe Paris 
Indoor Open on Monday when he 
defeated Daniel Vacek 7-6 (1/5). 7-6 
(8/6) at the Bercy Stadium. 

The 6ft 5in Australian's huge serve 
came to his rescue and he hammered 
down a score of aces while struggling 
to find his length against the stubborn 
Czech. 

Neither pluyer dropped serve in the 
I hr 49min encounter — Philippoussis 
saving the only break point against 
him in his opening service game. 

Vacek. better known as Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov's doubles partner, saved 
nine. 

Philippoussis now plays another 
Czech, tenth seeded Petr Korda, for a 
place in the last sixteen. 

In other early matches. Tommy Haas 
of Germany put out Carlos Costa of 
Spain, Swtss qualifier Marc Rosset 
beat Wayne Ferreira of South Africa 
and Nicolas Kiefer defeated Slovak 
qualifier Jan'Kire&flak. 

Costa, who entered the tournament as 
a replacement 'when Sweden's Magnus 
Lorsson injured his wrist, went down 
S-7, 1-6, leaving Haas a second-round 
showdown with sixth-seed Alex 
Corretja of Spain. 

Kiefer earned a second-round clash 
with Britain’s 13tfa seed Greg 
Rusedski. 

And Ros.set, a llnalist here in 1994, 
now faces in-form 11th seed Richard 
Krajicek. 

The big Dutch player won his 13th 
career title at Stuttgart on Sunday 
when he de.stroyed Kafelnikov in 
straight-sets. But he has arrived in the 
French capital facing a dilemma. 

The injury-prone 26-ycar-old 
Dutchman had been planning to have 
arthroscopic knee surgery later this 
month. But his unexpected success in 
Germany has propelled him back into 
the 'top-ten' in the rankings and he 
could now qualify for the elite eight- 


player season-ending ATP 
Championships in Hanover. ■ . . 

Krajicek, whose career has beei^ 
marred by a series of injuries since' h 
1996 Wimbledon triumph, admitted: "I 
wasn't prepared for the idea of quali- 
fying for Hanover. I don't know what I 
shall do." 

The 6ft Sin (1.96 metre) player from 
Rotterdam eliminated Andre Agassi. 
Goran Ivanisevic and world number- 
one Pete Sampras on his way to his 
first Super Nine tournament success in 
Germany and he is now in eighth place 
in the race to qualify for the ATP 
Championships. 

This year's tournament in Paris has 
attracted 19 of the world's top-twenty 
players and it has taken on a special 
significance «ince>Pete Sampras' num- 
ber=o.ne world ranking is under 
from Marcelb Rios and Patiicic Rafter 
The 27-year-old American; who is 
bidding to become the first player to 
top the world rankings for a sixth con- 
secutive year, has three weeks in 
which to confirm his status. 

After Paris, where he is bidding to 
notch up a third success after his title 
wins in 1995 and 1997. Sampras can 
apply for a wild-card for either 
Stockholm or Moscow before the ATP 
Championships. 

Three-times champion Boris Becker. 
30. now semi-retired but always a dan- 
ger on a fast indoor surface, is expect- 
ed to open his campaign on Tuesday 
against Frenchman Nicolas Escude. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Snyder wins Quebec final 

QUEBEC CITY ^R) — Seventh seed Tara Snyder made 
the most of her firat appearance in a WTA Tour final by 
*1 Mying to defeat Hfth-seeded fellow American Chanda 
kubin 4-6 6-4 7-6 (8-6) on Sunday in the S164,250 Bell 
Challenge. The 21 -year-old Snyder earned $27,000 for the 
ictory. After finishing 1997 ranked 113th. the 21-year- 
jld Snyder has vaulted to 45th. th anks to quarter-final 
showings in Amelia Island and Madrid, and is sure to 
move up in next week's WTA rankings. Last year. Snyder 
won her first professional title at a Challenger event in 
Delray Beach. Fla., and in 1995 won the U.S. Open 
juniors singles title. This year, she advanced to the second 
round at all four Grand Slam tournaments. Appearing in 
her first final of the year, Rubin was gunning for her sec- 
ond career singles title, having won in Linz, Austria, last 
year. The 22-year-old Rubin continued her career lustra- 
tion in finals,. posting her si;s4i runner-tip firusb. A former 
top-10 player. Rubin currently is ranked 3Stb in the world. 
At the 1^6 Lipton Charnpionships. she suffered a broken 
wrist which sidelined her for seven months. Earlier that 
year. Rubin advanced to her first Grand Slam seminal at 
the Australian Open. 

Barcelona plans in crisis 

\RCELONA (APT) — Barcelona coach Louis Van Goal 
rJd Monday his defensive plans were in crisis before 
Wednesday's Champions League clash with Bayern 
Munich. Van Gaal said an injury to Dutchman Michael 
Reiziger at the weekend meant he could only count on 
first-choices Sergi and Fernandez Abelardo at the back for 
the Group D home encounter. Another Dutchman, mid- 
fielder Philip Cocu. or the inexperienced Albert Celades, 
another midfielder, may have to be drafted into the middle 
of defence to plug the gap. Barcelona will also be without 
Luis Enrique. He was also injured during Saturday's 4-1 
win against Real Sociedad and is e.xpected to be out for a 
month. Bayern beat Barcelona 1-0 when the sides met in 
Germany last month. 


Chinese striker to join Crystal Palace 

BELTING (AFP) — China's first division league top scor- 
er Hao Haidong w'ill join England's first division side 
Ciystol Palace next season, the official news agency 
'^sinhua reported Monday. Hao. who scored IS goals this 
j:ason for league winners Dalian, will join Dalian team- 
■nate Sun Jihai and Shanghai's Fan Zhiyi at the London 
club, the news agency said. It provided no details of Hao's 
contract with Crystal Palace, where Fan has a four-year 
contract and Sun has a tw'o-year contract. Two other 
Chinese football stars are already playing in Europe, with 
Liaoning striker Li JLnyun playing with Nantes and 
Beijing striker Yang Chen with Frankfurt. 


Packers dominate 49ers 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
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ThebiddinK; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

' INT Paw 2 j> Pdu 

SO Pua 3NT Pns 

Pui Paw 

Opening lead: Six of 7 

"SlranM hand." remarked the 
ibitzer. making a play all the 
'Xtbooka would aaj is wrong, 
-larer e»n come to one more Qrick 
nbesetuedr 

he band that caused this eni{r- 
ic comment occurred during a 
<er bridge g:imv at tho club, 
a Sloyman inquiry had vlicit- 
e information that South did 


not have a foux^card major, Nonh 
went directly to tbe no-trump game. 

West led a fourlb-best heart. 
Elaat rose with the king and, sinee 
the combined J 10 provided a sec- 
ond stopper, declarer won with the 
aoc. The queen of diamonds ran Lo 
East's aco, the bean return was 
won 1^ tbe queen and the return of 
the nine of hearts forced out the 
ten. Declarer led a diamond lo the 
ten. but West won with the king 
and cashed two more heart tricks 
for a one-trick seL 

The band would have passed into 
oblivion had it not been for the kib- 
itzer's remark. Suhvequont anaiysis 
showed this was one of those rare 
instances when a kibitzer was 
nghti 

Suppose South were to let East^s 
king hold tbe Rrst heart, then wins 
the contmuation perforce. If East, 
on winning the ace of diamonds, 
has a heart to return, the suit is 
splitting 4-3 and declarer liaa no 
problem. As the cards Ue, East is 
out of hearts and, as a result, 
declarer gains a tempo. South can 
win any return, force out tbe king 
of diamonds and, since the ten of 
hearts is still a stopper, come to 
nine tricks without the defenders 
being able to do anything about iL 


Olympic champion to 
take part in Asian Games 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese nadtxial table tennis champion 
Seiko Iseld a former Chinese Olympic champion, has been 
given the go-ahead to take part in the Bangkok Asian Games 
in Decemb^ 

Iseld will be Japan's best medal bc^ in the table tennis after 
women's six-time nadooal champion Chire Koyama had to 
withdraw from the Asian Games because of a right elbow 
problem. 

“We already received approval from the Chinese side and tbe 
Olympic Committee of Asia (OCA) unofficially," said a 
Japanese Olympic Committee official on Monday. 

“It's not 100 per cent yet but h's almost certain. We are just 
waiting for on official confirmation by the OCA before malong 
tbe announcement, because anything could h^)pen," be added. 

Iseld, better known as Seoul Olympics dt^ibJes champion 
Wri Qfogguang, took on J^^anese nadonalify in July 1997 and 
won his adopted county's nadonal champitxiships in- ' 
December. 

Iseld. 36. was named to speoiheadi thetable^euis^ squad.butii 
had to wail approval from China’s Olympic-coramitiee acconJ-.. 
ing to tbe rides which .set out that pihmission must be given. if,, 
an athlete to represent a new country widun thr^ years 
of changing oadonality. 

Iseki made a successful comeback to an intem^onal scene 
at the Asian championships in Osaka, where be shocked 
China's yot^ hope Ma Ua and Adanta Olympics dual gold 
medallist Liu Guoliang. 

His giant-killing run was ended by World No. 6 Wang Liqin 
in the final, but Us effort earned him 23rd place in the world 
rankings. 

“I coddn't believe that I received cheers from so many spec- 
tators. It was when I really felt 1 hod to do my very best for 
JapaiL I hope I can coniribute to my country's success," Iseki 
said at tbe time. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
With four Super Bowls. 
San Francisco was the 
National Football 

League's team of the 
1980s, but tbe Green Bay 
Packers seem determined 
to deny the 49ers that title 
in the 1990s. 

Bren Favre threw for 279 
yards and three touch- 
downs and Antonio 
Freeman caught seven 
passes for a career-high 
193 yards as the Packers 
defeated the 49ers for the 
fifth straight time Sunday, 
36-22. 

Defensive end Reggie 
White had three of Green 
Bay's nine sacks as the 
Packers continued their 
dominance of .quarterback 
Steve Young. Travis 
Jervey rushed 17 times for 
a career-high 95 yards and 
a touchdown. 

“When you can bring 
four guys like they do. 
they can put pressure on us 
and we have to go with the 
short routes,'’ Young said. 
“We . have pass plays 
designed to get dqwnfield 
on seven-step drops. But 
I’m not sure wiffi their 
rush that we were really 
able to get the ball into 
tbeir secondary." 

Young completed 24-of- 
39 passes for 186 yards, a 
touchdown and an inter- 
ception as San Francisco 
had its three-game win- 
ning streak snapped. The 
49ers have been eliminat- 
ed from the playoffs by 
Green Bay in each of the 
last three seasons and 
Young is 0-8 lifetime 
against the Packers. The 
loss dropped the 49ers into 
a tie with the Atlanta 
Falcons atop the NFC 
West. 

Favre completed I5-of- 
28 passes and threw three 
interceptions, but the 
i^needume MVP began and 
finished strong. On tbe 
first play, from scrimmage 
Favre rolled to the ri^t 
and threw back to the left 
sideline where he found 
Freeman for an 80-yaid 
touchdown. 

Young connected with a 
12-yard touchdown pass to 
Jeny Rice in the first quar- 
ter, the 80th of the duo's 
career. That broke the 
mark held by Miami quar- 
terback Dan Marino and 
wide receiver Mark ' 



Seattle Seahawks* Warren Moon, (1), who went 16 for 16 in paissing in the first half 
a gainst the Oakland JRaiders, looks for a compl^on in the Kingdome in Seattle. 
Moving in on Moon is Oakland’s Pat SwiDii^ (AP photo) 


Clayton. 

Young also scored with a 
one-yard run in the second 
quarter, his 41st career 
rushing TD breaking the 
record by quarterbacks 
held by Jack Kemp. 

The Packers moved 
within one game of the 
first-place Minnesota 
Vikings in the NFC 
Cent^. . 

The VUdngs' undefeated 
season wilted in the heat of 
Tampa Bay. 

• • Powered by a punishing 
ground game, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers remained 
penect at Raymond James 
Stadium while ending 
Minnesota's quest for per- 
fection with a 27-24 victo- 
ry- 

Mike Alstott rushed for 
128 yards and the winning 
touchdown on 19 carries. 
Warrick Dunn added 115 
and a score on 18 rushes as 
Tampa Bay ran for a team- 
record 246 yards and had 


two 100-yard rushers for 
the. first time in franchise 
history. 

The Vikings speared to 
tire in the fourth quarter, 
when they were outscored 
10-0. Randall Cunningham 
completed 21-of-25 passes 
for 291 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns to Jake Reed, 
but he had an interception 
and was sacked on 
Minnesota's final two pos- 
sessions. 

Minnesota's defeat left. 
Super V Bowl champion 
Denver as the only, unde- 
feated team in die NFL. 

Terrell Davis continued 
to run rampant with 149 
yards and two touch- 
downs, including the 
game-winning score with 
58 seconds to play, as the 
Broncos beat Cincinnati 
33-26. 

Denver became the fifth 
team to start 8-0 and the 
first since the 1991 
Washington Redskins 


since the NFL schedule 
went to 16 games in 1978. 

The Carolina Panthers 
and Washington Redskins 
breathed sighs of relief, 
each capturing its first win 
of the season. The 
Panthers downed new 
Orleans 31-17 and the 
Redskins beat the New 
York Giants 21-14. 

The Buffalo Bills 
climbed into a three-way 
tie atop the AFC East with 
a 30-24 victory ,o.yer the 
Miami Dolphins. ' * 

•The ■ Patriots . Joined 
Miami and Buffalo ui first 
place with a 21-16 victory 
over Indianapolis. 

In other games, 
Jacksonville beat 

Baltimore 45-19, Atlanta 
beat St. Louis 37-15, 
Tennessee mauled 

Pittsbuigb 41-31. Oakland 
beat Seattle 31-18, New 
York Jets beat Kansas City 
20-17 and Arizona beat 
Detroit 17-15. 


Inter take Ronaldo to Moscow, leave Baggio 


MILAN (AFPi — Inter Milan flew to Moscow for a 
European Champions League tie against Spartak on Monday 
with Ronaldo but without Roberto Baggio. 

Inter are pinning their hopes on the Brazilian after he scored 
one and made another as a second-half substitute in Sunday's 
3-2 defeat to Bari. 

Ronaldo should line up with Chile's Ivan Zamorano as 
Baggio is still nursing a tendon injury and Frenchman Youri 
Djorkaeff is out after pulling a thigh muscle against Spartak 
here last month. 

Inter wall also be without suspended Dutch midfielder Aron 
Winter. 

Team coach Gigi Sirtioni goes into the tie facing a stark ulti-, 
matum from club president Massimo Moratti: ‘Beat Spartak 
on Wednesday and AC Milan on Sunday or you're sacked.' 


Inter may have lost tbeir last three Italian league games, but 
Simoni is counting on tbe better form his men have shown in 
Europe. Along with holders Real Madrid and Spartak, they 
are one of three sides on six points in Group C. Wednesday's 
meeting will be iheir fourth in a year wdth the Russians, Inter 
having won each of tiie previous three 2-1. 

Spartak's players, however, will be determined to end that 
run - particularly after being given a dressing down by chief 
coach and president Oleg Romantsev. 

He was ftirious after his team, with the league title already 
won. lost 3-1 to Novorossiisk iu their final domestic game of 
tbe season. 

“Our players had no right to play the way they did," said 
Romantsev. “They had no right to show their indifference in 
die match even if it counted for nothing." 


FURNISHED DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

At the best loeation in Siweifieh. Suitable for dlploniats. 

Area: 450 sqjn. Consists of 4 bedrooms (one master), large 
salmi, large dning room, fully equipped kHehen 3 bathrooms, 
garage, Independent garden, central hesdng and telephone. 

Please contact owner at Tel.: 5815970 

Note: Please no intermediaries 


ROOR ROR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, huge kitdien and rnnng room, 
very ^cious salon and dining area, small room as an 
office and telephone line. You must see it to like it 
Location: 7lh Clrele, behind the Music Box, 

very close to C-town. 

For more information call Jamal at: 079^35600. 




sitting io(^: hd( a h ^ afc ? cc tl i ^^ 

floor. Locmion! aror^nififllneyTtekhaeS^ 

-Please 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Area: 250 sq.m. With unique features. 
Excellent location in Urn Utheina. 

Please call; 079/539927 



Court, Abdali Bus Station, 
^dirig corisii^g ^ ^ 

441^ offl^ (eachfic^^4iiff^ 

iflwparkinfl;; 

1 floor storage; 


If interested 
Mob ile: 079-538849 or 
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Unprecedented Hamas threat 
prompts PNA to blame Iran 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Hamas officials insisted 
Monday diatan unprecedented 
direat against Yasser Arafat’s 
Pales tinian National AuffioiiQr 
(PNA) was not die raove^ 
meats policy as Pale^iniaa 
officials said tb^ had evi- 
deoce diat Iranian’badied 
hardlmens were bel^ it. 

‘There ^dll be no interoal 
oonfiontatioas.” Musa Abu 
Maizouq, the former head of 
Hamas’s polidcal bureau, told 
reporters here, insisting ti^ 
the movement had not aban- 
doned its policy of coexistence 
widi foe audwniy de:^;^ a 
Palestinian police crackdown 
on its activists in recent days. 

But be added that the move- 
ineot was payii\g a heavy price 
for its continued forbearance. 

Tt is we wbo are paying the 
price of our position arid of our 
rfialogue with foe Palestinian 
Autfa^ty.” foe H amas official 
said. 

Abu Maizouq was respond- 
ing to a sent to news 

Ofi^oisaliODS in occupied 
Jerusalem Sunday 6x>m foe 
armed wing of Hamas, warn- 
ing foat it would no longer tol- 
enite foe wave of arrests 
biincjy H by the Palestinian 
poUce after Thursday's suidde 

h nmKng in foe Ciaia Stl^. 

The statement said the 
represskm against Hamas 
w^d lead Hs membets “to 
refuse foe orders of thdr lead- 
eish^ and aim their weapons 
intentionally towards the secu- 
rify forces of foe authority." 

‘There will do moe be room 
for patience or self-controL" 


the statement warned. 

A Hamas leader in foe Gaza 
Strip also disowned the warn- 
ing Sunday. 

‘The statement published 
today did not come foxn 
Hamas and OHisequeiitly was 
not issued any milit^ or 
political wing of foe move- 
ment,'’ said Ismail Abu 
Shanab. a pronunent moderate 
withm foe movemi^ 

He insisted the statement 
went cod^ietely a^insr 
Hamas’s policy of avo^g 
diidskxis in Palestinian or 
Muslim ranks. 

The warning fsompted foe 
Palestinian leadership to blame 
a ha rdline Iranian-bKlted fac- 
tion whhin Hamas both for foe 
unprecedented threat of inter- 
Palesiinian vidence and for 
Thursd^’s bombing in ufoicb 
one Israeli soldier was lolled. 

in the Palestinian 
Authority have infbrmaticxL 
recently confirmed, foat there 
is an Iranian element within 
Hamas which is behind these 
announcemeots and other 
recent operations.’’ Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, secretary-gen- 
eral to the Palestinian cabmei, 
told AFP. 

He said the foreat was part of 
Tehran's plans to sabotage 
inqilemeDtation of the lat^ 
U.S.-biotered land-ibr-peace 
agreement Arafat signed wifo 
Inael last month. 

‘The Iranian faction witinn 
Hamas receives money and 
training from Iran and is acting 
on insliuctions from Iran 

aimpd at Hftsiahiltqng 

Palestinian society and pie- 


Iraqi Kurdish leader 
to arrive in Ankara 


ANKARA (AFP) — Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Massoud 
Barzani will arrive in 
Ankara Tuesday for talks on 
the recently-inked deal for 
in Kurdish areas of 
Aortbem Iraq, a Turtdsh 
diplomatic souice said 
Monday. 

Barzani. who heads the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDPJ. will meet Turkish 
Deputy Prune Minister 
Bulent Ecevii and officials 
from the foreign ministry, 
he said. 

The source said chat rival 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal 
Ihlabani. of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
the other signatory to the 
peace deal, was expected to 
visit Turkey later. 

The two Kurdish leaders 
would hold separate meet- 
ings with Turkish officials, 
he said. 

The KDP and PUK, 
whose clashes have left 
more than 3.000 people 
dead since 1994. concluded 
the U.S.-sponsored peace 
accord in Washington in 
September. much to 
Turkey's annoyance. 

Under the accord the two 
sides, who fell out in 1994 
over the distribution of cus- 
toms duties levied at the 


Turidsb border — the 
region's main source of rev- 
enue — agreed to set up a 
transitional power-sharing 
govemroem to pave the way 
for elections for a regional 
assembly in summer 1999. 

Turkey has expressed 
reservations about the 
agreement, in whose prepa- 
r^on it did not participate, 
chatging it is a step towarxfs 
foe establishment of an 
independent Kurdish state 
in the region. 

Both Washington and 
northern Iraqi leaders have 
denied Ankara's accusa- 


tions. 

Ankara fears that such a 
Kurdish state in northern 
Iraq, which has been outside 
Baghdad’s control since 
shortly alter the 1991 Gulf 
war. will spawn support for 
the longstanding rebellion 
of the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK> in southeastern 
.Turkey. 

More than 30.000 people 
are estimated to have been 
killed in the 14-year con- 
flicL 

Since May 1997, the KDP 
has helped Turkey to attack 
PKK rear bases in northern 
Iraq. Baizoni's group con- 
trols Iraq's northern border 
with Turkey. 


‘Jordan’s ties with 
Syria on the mend’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jordan was attempting to 
“Judaise" its people and 
that Jordan had obstructed 
Saudi army from crossing 
into the Kingdom to aid 
Syria in defence of the 
Golan Heights during the 
Syrian-EgypUan war 
against Israel in 1973. 

Tlass was also reported 
as saying that Jordan 
would become the alterna- 
tive homeland to the 
Palestinians and that 
Jordan hod also become 
part of the Turkish-Israeli 
strategic alliance. 

Jordan retaliated with an 
offidal denouncement of 
Tlass’ statement, and daily 
newspapers carried a num- 
ber of articles and com- 
mentaries criticising Tlass' 
allegations. The govern- 
ment also revealed that 
some 400 Jordanians are 
missing after crossing into 
Syrian territory or are 
being held in Syrian jails, 
prompting families of ihe 


missing and jailed to wage 
a campaign for their 
release. 

“We have not escalated 
[tensioDsJ." said Judeh. 
“Neither through the media 
nor in any other way. We 
have simply responded to 
chose statements. But we 
find that any step Jordan 
takes receives criticism. 
We hope that this will 
Stop." 

In spite of the sdrer rat- 
tling, however. Jordan and 
Syria have maintained con- 
tacts at the highest levels. 
Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai 
met Syrian Vice President 
Abdel Halim Khaddam 
during a trip to South 
Africa last month, while 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hah Kfaatib handed on a 
memorandum inquiring 
about the fate of Jordanian 
prisoners to his Syrian 
counterpart Farouk A1 
Sharaa during an Arab 
League meeting in Cairo in 
early October. 


venting Israeli vriihdrawals 
from Palestinian land.*’ be 
said. 

His remarks came after 
Iran's sufseme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
fiercely attacked Arafat as a 
“traitor and a lackey of foe 
Zionists'' for s igning last 
month's accotd 

‘This wretched man and 
traitor wfoo deems hiinself foe 
'representative of foe 
f^tesanian people does not 
even deserve to be a member 
of the Palestinian movement.” 
Khamenei said in die fiercest 
attack on Arafot by an Iranian 
official in iwU over a year. 

But yUxlul Rahim insisted 
that even if Iran was backing a 
hardline faction within Han^ 
outside the leadership's con- 
trol, foe movement still bore 
the iiirimfltft responsit^ty. 

‘The leadership of Hamas 
carries coo^lete responsibility 
for actions carried out by ele- 
ments within the organisa- 
tion.” he said. 

And in an interview 
Monday, Palestinian police 
chief General Ghari Jab^ said 
be had ordered his men to 
shoot at any Hamas acti^sts 
who ajprc^ them. 

In foe interview with the 
Israeli newspaper Haaietz, 
Jabifo said his forces' crack- 
down againsr Hamas was 
coo^etely justified 
Thursday's bornbing. 

“Ws are not afraid of anycne 
and what Hamas did in hs last 
attack was a betrayd and the 
ruination of the peace 
pfocess,” be said. 


UAEto 
start Iraq 
ferry but 
without 
cars 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates hopes 
to launch a ferry service to 
sanctions-hit Iraq on 
Sa^ay but probably with- 
out cars because it has failed 
ID secure UJ'f. authorisation, 
foe operator said Monday. 

boat will head for 
Umm Qasr [in southern Iraq] 
on Saturday, but we have not 
yet got a gi^ light from the 
United Nations to transport 
cars,*' said Mohammad 
Hamdan A1 Shamsi. general 
manager of Naif Marine 
Services. He told AFP foat 
the Jabal Ali-1 would leave 
without cars if U.N. authori- 
sation did not come through 
on time. Bui Shamsi also 
cautioned that the ferry, orig- 
inally set to sail at the end of 
October, could be further 
delayed. 

llM Jabal Ali-1, which can 
cany SSO passengers and 220 
cars, has a piano bar. a night 
club and sun deck. It aims to 
attract Gulf businessmen. 

Sailing once a week, it will 
ease foe international isola- 
tion of Iraq, whose only 
transportation link to the out- 
side world since 1990 has 
been the 950-kilometre high- 
way between Baghdad and 
Aininan. 


Jordan Hmes, Tuesday, Novemlwrii^^ 
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An Israeli buDdozer clears the groimd for a public building in tbis West Bank Jewish settlement Monday on the 
same hilltop where a new neighbouihood of 200 housing units is to be es tablish ed. Palestnuans say die hourang pr^ 
ject is a violation of their recently-sigDed interim accord with the Jewish state. In the backgronnd are some of the 
settlement mobile homes and older neighbourhoods (Reuters photo) 


Clashes erupt over Jerusalem settlement 


TEL AVIV lAP) — In a 
clash over Israeli construc- 
tion in trafodonally Arab 
east Jerusalem, Israeli 
police scuffled Monday 
with a senior Palestinian 
official and clubbed his 
bodyguards. 

Th^ Palestinians were 
injunsd, including two who 
were hospitalised. 

The disputed site is a four- 
acre plot owned by U.S. 
millionaire Irving 

Moskowitz in Ras A1 
.Amoud, a Palestinian 
neighbourhood just outside 
foe walls of Jerusalem's Old 
City. 

Moskowitz plans, to build 
132 homes for Jews at the 
site. The government has 
approved the construction 
and recenUy allowed set- 
tlers working with 


Moskowitz to erect a fence 
around the property. 

On Monday, Faisal 
Husseini. foe senior 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) official in 
occupied Jerusalem, arrived 
at foe site, ringed by several 
bodyguards, to try and stop 
foe work. 

Some 80 police officers 
blocked Husseini and his 


supporters. 

The two sides began push- 
ing and shoving, with foe 
b^yguards clinging to 
Husseini to protect hun. At 
one point, officers took a 
guard into a chokehold and 
wrestled him to the ground. 
The Palestinian screamed in 
pain as officers pushed him 
down. 

“We are here protecting 
our city. We’re here defend- 


ing foe future of our rights 
here,” Husseini said. 

The Palestinians want to 
establish their capital in 
Arab east Jerusalem, foe 
sector Israel captured in the 
1967 Mideast war. The final 
status of foe city is to be 
determined in negotiations 
on a permanent peace 
agreement that have not yet 
begun. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, meanwhile, ' 
denied a report in foe Israeli 
Haaretz d^y foat he bad 
given foe United States to 
understand foat there would 
not be a substantial expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements 
in foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Netanyahu said Israel 
would stick to its policy, 
which has been to allow the 


natural growth of settle- 
ments. 

“Contrary to foe rqiorts, I 
did not commit to any 
changes in our policy,” 
Netanyahn told rqxvters. 

The Israeli group Peace. 
Now, which opposes settle- 
ment building, found allo- 
cations for settlement and 
road building in the West 
Bank amounting to $114 
million (483 million Israeli 
shekels) in foe 1998 state 
budget now being consid- 
ered by land's padiaznenL 

In the Kiryat Arba settle- 
ment near Hebron, con- 
struction crews continued 
Monday to build roads and 
lay pipelines for a new 
neighbourhood of 200 
apartments, said foe mayor 
of Kiiyat Arba, Zvi 

Katzover. 


Rabbi urges settlers 
to obey Israeli 
evacuation orders 


Baghdad warns 
Prague over 
U.S.-funded radio 


TEL AVrV (AP) — 
Warning that all settle- 
ments could be lost, a West 
Bank rabbi is calling on 
settlers to obey govern- 
ment orders, even if it 
means .leaving parts of foe 
West Bank. 

“It is absolutely forbid- 
den to engage in a violent 
struggle,” writes Rabbi 
Yoel Bin Nun in the latest 
issue of foe settler maga- 
zine “Nckuda,” due to be 
published this week. 

Bin Nun is a spokesman 
for moderate settlers and 
critical of hard-liners who 
advocate resistance against 
Israeli government deci- 
sions they do not accepL In 
the past he has needed 
bodyguards after his life 
was threatened by extrem- 
ists. 

“Nekuda” Is read by set- 
tlers throughout foe West 
Bank and Gaza. In his arti- 
cle, Bin Nun calls on rab- 
binical authorities in the 
Vfyst Bank to issue reli- 
gious rulings requiring set- 


tlers to follow instructions 
of Israeli police or sol- 
diers, including orders to 
evacuate “a ro^ a hilL an 
area.” 

Otherwise, he warns, 
“we will not have the abil- 
ity even to defend existing 
settlements” from evacua- 
tion in a future peace 
agreement, -arguing foat 
only consensus, not con- 
frontation, can save foe 
settlements. 

In foe past. West Bank 
rabbis have issued rulings 
and opinions justifying 
resistance against evacua- 
tion of settlements. 
Surveys show foat thou- 
sands of Israelis are pre- 
pared to resist violently. 

Bin Nun demands foat 
settler leaders and rabbis 
- draw “red lines,” allowing 
demonstrations but forbid- 
ding all violence, physical 
and verbal, and following 
orders from Israeli police 
and soldiers “immediately, 
wifo no delay or hesita- 
tion.” 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Baghdad warned Pra^ on 
Mmiday foat its hosting of foe 
production studios for a cour 
iroNtersial new U.S.-frmded 
radio sovice to Iraq could 
dama^ rehteicws. 

^The est^lisbment of an 
anti-Baghdad radio is a nega- 
tive ^velopment whidi 
could have an impact on 
future economic and trade 
ties,” FcKdgn Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahhaf 
told the official news agency 
IN A. 

Radio Aee Iraq, whose pro- 
grammes are produced by foe 
studios of foe U.S.-funded 
Radio Free Europe/RacUo 
Liberty (RFE/RL) in I^iague, 
started broadcasts on Friday. 

The radio's director, David 
Newton, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Iraq, made 
clear its programming would 
focus on democracy, free 
sp ee ch and Human rights as 
well as news about Iraq. 

“Under foe dictattxship of 
President Saddam Huskin. 
people in Iraq never have a 


chance to hear about these 
issues.” he told visitois to the 
station’s wd> site. 

The first broadcasts Riday 
lasraH half an hour, but man- 
agers said they soon planned 
to e:q)and the broadcasts to an 
hour a day and eventually to 
six hours daily, in Kuifosh 
hpgiTflges as wefl as Arabic. 

iMongside Radio Free Iraq. 
RFE/RL started producing 
programmes fcv a new ser- 
vice to Iran which also sterted 
Friday, prompting an angry 
response frxKn Tehran as welL 
‘The content of what is 
broadcast by tire radio is not 
consistent wifo the izafoticxi- 
ally friendly relations 
between Iran ^ tbe Czech 
Republic,” Iranian Foreign 
.Mmistry ^kesmaa 

Mahmoud Mobammadi 
warned last nx>ntiL 
Earlier this yean tbae was 
some question about Aether 
the Czech Republic’s new 
government, which took 
office June elections, 
would continue to back the 
broadcasts. 


Iran ends manoeuvres on border with Afghanistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran held the 
final phase of much-publicised mili- 
tary manoeuvres on the Afj^an bor- 
der on Monday and said it would 
k^p troops in foe highly sensitive 
area to combat drug smuggling and 
“maintain securi^.” 

The manoeuvres, which officials 
said involved an unprecedented 
2(X),(X)0 men from the army, air force 
and marines, ended at noon .on 
Monday with intensive aerial and 
attifieiy bombardments of “mock 
enemy targets.” 

Jet fighters, helicopters and tanks, 
many faring from the former U.S.- 
equipped Im perial I ranian Army, 
took part in the exercises held over 
an area of 50,(XK)-square IdlometFes 
that included Lake Hamoun near 
Iran's eastern border with 
Afghanistan. 

The waigames. dubbed Zulfaqar-2. 
bad been in preparation since 
September amid extreme tensions 
wifo neighbouring Afghanistan fol- 
lowing foe murder of nine Iranian 
diplomats and a Journalist by foe- 


extremist Sunni Ihleban znzlitia who 
control more ihan 90 per cent of the 
country. 

The Iranians were murdered on 
Aug. 8, when (he Taleban c^p^ired 
the city of Mazar-e-Sbarif from 
li^an-backed opposition frxces. 

Iran demanded tbe capture and 
punishment of foe murdefers and 
massed troops near foe border, 
threatening war to back its demands. 

Manoeuvres were posq>oned in 
early October following negotiations 
between UJ^. Afghan envoy 
],.a kbriar ihrahimj- and foe -Taleban 
which led to the release of a number 
of Ir anians heM in Afghanistan and 
helped ease tensions. 

But relations have remained on 
hold with Iran rejecting a proposed 
meeting between franiw and 
Thleban officials until foe murderm 
of the diplomats have been brought 
to justice. 

Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi 
said last week fotU Iran still “reserves 
the right to use force” to ensure jus- 
tice is done. 


Iran has used foe manoeuvxes to 
display its military crq)abilities to its 
hostile neighbours and petmanently 
reinforce its military [s^oce in tite 

Though tbe foreign press and 
observers were denied access, foe 
manoeuvres were hi^y publicised, 
wifo foe state broadcasting organisa- 
tion providing massive coverage. 
Ifighlights of die exercises have 
been shown on television accompa- 
nied by rousing national songs. 

Army comiDander Major-General 
Ali S^bazi attended a field parade 
of selected units on Sunday, warning 
foat foe aimed forces would *1iip 
enemy plots in the bud” and would 
“not permit enemies to dare commit 
aggression against our land.” 

He added foat the manoeuvres 
were more generally “pan of tbe 
army's mission to check foe flow of 
diu^ and smuggling of goods and to 
prevent border aggression,” for 
which teason iroops will remain in 
foe border region. 

“The manoeuvres are not impor- 


tant by themselves, the main aim is 
to maintain security in the region,” 
he said adding foat some troops wffi 
remain and cooperate wifo Pf^stani 
border patrols *‘to check drug smug- 
gleis and bandits.” 

Tehran has repetUedly accused the 
Taleban of producing and smuggling 
drags through Iran. 

Iran's soufoeastem desezt regions 
are foe front line of an ongoing battle 
against drug dealers and smugglers, 
wbo often inflict heavy casiiflitigs 
against law enfcacement agents and 
and-drug forces. 

The Islamic r^ublic accuses the 
Taleban of fanaticism and “geno- 
dde” against other groups, and con- 
tinues to recognise the ousted gov- 
ernment of Bmhanuddin R^bani as 
foe legal goveroment of Afghanistan. 

President Mohammad Khatami 
said Sunday foat ‘Vhat foe Taleban 
are doing in the name of I^ lg m is a 
danger for foe whole region.” He 
reiterated suppon for a bioad-bas^ 
Afghan government ioclufong all 
ethnic and religious groups. 



Final police reriwt 
on Diana crash 
almost compl'^te 


PARIS (AFP) Police 
Monday banded o ver to »■ 
French in%-estigatMg may -f 
istraie two secret rfljports c' - 
the crash that caJsed th- 
death of Disaa. Partcess oi 
Wales, and her coffiipafl*®'- 
Dodi Fayed A thir« 
on the August 3J\ « -/' 
crash is yet to be han|deo y 
investigating magifesiry;' 
Herve- Stephan, who ' ' 
charge of the case, be . 
any Judicial follow-up ■•/Ca" 
(nicft place. Judicial .souri 
refill to fovulge the cc 
tents of foe reports but sav ' 
the first concerned th 
Mercedes 280 S. The sec 
ond report touches on foe . 
slightly higher than aver- 
age amount of carboxyhe- 
moglobin found in foe 
chauffeur's blood The xs- 
yet incomplete final report 
concerns tbe cause of 
death, and in foe case of 
Diana, details on foe emer- 
gency treatment she was 
given on foe spot as well as 
on tte way to hospital. 


Lollobrigida robbed 
at Munieb hotel 


MUNICH (AP) — Thieves 
at a Muni^ hotel stole a 
bag from Gina 
Lollobrigida containing 
$18,000 worth of jewellery, 
but foe Italian actress vy 
mote upset about los?;* 
two notebooks that con- 
tained private address> 
and business cards that al . 
were inside. Tbe 71 -year 
old Lollobrigida hao 
checked out of a luxury 
hotel Sunday and was wait- 
ing in the loblio^ for a taxi u 
the airport when foe thef 
occuirecL 


Domingo to be 
named head- 
of L.A. Opera 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Placido Domingo will takt 
over as artistic director unc 
co-manager Of the L.A. 
C^ra in 2000 while keep- 
ing his duties as head of t*~ 
Washington Opt 

£>omingo,. one-third of fo<,‘ 
Three Tenors, will replace 
General Director Peter 
Henunings when be retires 
in June 2000. foe Los 
Angeles Times reported. A 
formal announcement was 
expected later Monday. 
Domingo is now foe artistic 
adviser and principal guest 
conductor for the L.A. 
Opera. He will become its 
artistic director, sharing 
oversight of tiie company 
with a yet-to-be-uamed 
manager. 


Nothing can 
detain Will Smith 


NEW YORK (AP) — V/.* 
Sznifo will not be detem;'' 

“I see people all foe tirni. 
who are better rappers than 
me, better actors than me. 
better looking and stronger ' 
than me.” Smith says in foe 
November issue oh. 
Premiere' m^azine. “Bui. 
my ace in foe hole is m>w 
d^gerously obsessivef 
drive, you know? I'm a ter-^ 
mimuor. I absolutely, posi-^ 
lively will not stop until H 
win.” Smith stars in th^ 


upcommg espionage 
thriller “Enemy of the! 
State,” with Os<^ winners ^ 
Jon Voigbt and Gene 
Hackman. Despite his suc-'^ 
cess. Smith hopes foat h' - 
work with Hackman a. 
Voight will build his credi- 
bility. 


Daring museum 
raid results in 


Napoleon gun theft 


GENEVA lAP)— Ahunt-J 
ing gun that once belongec^ 
to Napoleon was stolen froit^ 
a Geneva museum in a darfe 
ix% ovoni^ rai(L 
police said Sunday. TEK 
thieves scaled the walls (a 
foe Museum of SwiS 
Histray late Satmd^-ni^F 
an d sm ashed the glass 
protecting the esfoibiL 
set off foe buildiDgfs ^ 
system, but- ihanagey 

Police did nct-kriow a 
or value of foe gun. f 
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